
2026 Master Plan Survey

1 / 119

Q1
Which of the following describes you?Select all that apply.
Answered: 325
 Skipped: 1
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83.38% 271

69.85% 227

27.38% 89

24.00% 78

8.62% 28

8.62% 28

7.69% 25

7.38% 24

3.69% 12

0.62% 2

0.31% 1

Total Respondents: 325  

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

I live in the Township year-round

I own my home

I own property in the Township

I visit and / or recreate in the Township (for fun, vacation, worship, event, activities, etc.)

I work for a business in the Township

I work remotely for a business that is located outside the Township

I own a business in the Township

I live outside the Township

I live in the Township seasonally

I rent my home

None of the above
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57.76% 186

26.71% 86

15.22% 49

2.80% 9

Q2
What is your employment status?Select all that apply.
Answered: 322
 Skipped: 4

Total Respondents: 322  
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ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Employed outside the Township

Retired

Employed in the Township

Not employed
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37.77% 122

23.22% 75

21.36% 69

16.41% 53

1.24% 4

Q3
Please indicate your age group.
Answered: 323
 Skipped: 3

TOTAL 323
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60 and over

20 to 40

41 to 50

51 to 59

Under 20

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

60 and over

20 to 40

41 to 50

51 to 59

Under 20
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Q4
What brought you to Chocolay Township?Select all that apply.
Answered: 318
 Skipped: 8

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Proximity to
natural

resources
Proximity to

trails and
recreation

Access to Lake
Superior

Housing quality

Overall
community

character
Proximity to
neighboring

communities

I was born here

Job or
employment
opportunity
Proximity to

nearby goods
and services

Personal
connection to
the Township

Quality of the
school system

Other

Retirement



2026 Master Plan Survey

6 / 119

42.45% 135

35.85% 114

33.33% 106

30.50% 97

25.79% 82

24.21% 77

21.70% 69

19.81% 63

14.78% 47

13.21% 42

12.89% 41

12.89% 41

6.92% 22

Total Respondents: 318  

# OTHER DATE

1 farming 9/29/2025 11:45 AM

2 NMU 9/25/2025 4:42 PM

3 My husband has a job in the township 9/25/2025 10:12 AM

4 Acreage near town 9/12/2025 2:17 PM

5 Could afford a house 32 years ago here. 9/11/2025 7:58 PM

6 Wanted to get out of the city. 9/11/2025 5:08 PM

7 My family is one of the original settling families of ChocolayTwp. 9/11/2025 4:24 PM

8 Good soil for growing food 9/11/2025 2:02 PM

9 Housing availability 9/10/2025 8:20 AM

10 Family camp 9/9/2025 3:19 PM

11 Closer to work. 9/8/2025 5:38 AM

12 40 years ago, we were able to buy over 20 acres at a reasonable price and build our own
home.

9/6/2025 3:30 PM

13 Good soil for agriculture 9/5/2025 7:19 PM

14 Only housing price that was reasonable 9/5/2025 4:07 PM

15 Cost of living versus Marquette City 9/3/2025 7:42 PM

16 Moved here after getting married in 1963 9/2/2025 4:03 PM

17 Home affordability 9/1/2025 1:38 PM

18 Family Farm 8/31/2025 9:17 PM

19 To be able to live in a rural setting with no subdivisions near us. Big tracts of land and peace
and quiet with low traffic

8/30/2025 6:38 PM

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Proximity to natural resources

Proximity to trails and recreation

Access to Lake Superior

Housing quality

Overall community character

Proximity to neighboring communities

I was born here

Job or employment opportunity

Proximity to nearby goods and services

Personal connection to the Township

Quality of the school system

Other

Retirement
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20 I needed a larger home and Marquette was a bit too expensive in 1978 8/29/2025 6:06 PM

21 Size of our lot and location with amenity’s still available 8/28/2025 9:57 PM

22 Our home was the only home available 48 years ago. 8/28/2025 5:20 PM

23 Farmland 8/28/2025 4:08 PM

24 land space. the ability to have land with my home. 8/28/2025 3:50 PM

25 Wanted a house that was affordable close to town. 8/26/2025 7:47 AM

26 Family 8/24/2025 9:30 AM

27 Quiet neighborhood 8/24/2025 7:17 AM

28 Spouse was looking to move from Marquette 25 years ago. It didn’t really matter what
township we moved to. This is where we found the house we liked.

8/23/2025 8:44 PM

29 Marquette, where I grew up, has become overrun. It's my hope Chocolay will learn some
lessons from Marquette's missteps.

8/23/2025 7:49 AM

30 bought house on foreclosure 8/22/2025 12:18 PM

31 Living near Mqt but being in the "country" with few neighbors, distractions, lots of trees, fields,
etc.

8/20/2025 11:27 AM

32 Graduated NMU and bought home 50 years ago on Lake Superior in Chocolay Twp. 8/20/2025 9:53 AM

33 Moved closer to work but then changed jobs . 8/20/2025 7:59 AM

34 Family house passed down 8/19/2025 11:36 AM

35 Specifically Cherry Creek School, not so much MAPS 8/19/2025 8:52 AM

36 where is the public access to lake Superior? 8/17/2025 10:53 PM

37 was in the military and came to area in 1987 8/15/2025 12:56 PM

38 Housing and land cost, property tax rate 8/14/2025 12:23 AM

39 have lived here 43 years 8/11/2025 12:36 PM

40 Rented in MQT and found a house in a reasonable price range 8/7/2025 1:03 PM

41 family 8/5/2025 2:08 AM
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80.25% 260

8.64% 28

8.64% 28

2.47% 8

Q5
Do you intend to move out of the Township in the next two years?
Answered: 324
 Skipped: 2

TOTAL 324

# IF YES, PLEASE STATE WHY? DATE

1 Not enough sidewalks in my neighborhood and the neighbors are rude enough to drive fast by
my dog and me when we are walking. Im sick of the hicks.

9/12/2025 7:17 AM

2 Retirement, lack of quality of health services. 9/11/2025 7:58 PM

3 I plan to move to the township 8/30/2025 2:03 PM

4 Cause we pay high taxes and the township does nothing about the subdivision we live in. It’s
junky and embarrassing!

8/28/2025 12:03 PM

5 Leaving for college 8/28/2025 11:21 AM

6 Seeking specialty medical attention more regularly 8/26/2025 3:44 PM

7 We are paying mortgage on our house. That house will have to be pried from our cold, dead,
hands.

8/26/2025 7:47 AM

8 Don't like the tourist direction Marquette has become catering to fat tire bikers and not locals 8/22/2025 8:18 AM

9 No businesses 8/21/2025 8:31 AM

10 Go downstate for more opportunity 8/21/2025 8:08 AM

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

No

Not sure

Does not apply

Yes

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

No

Not sure

Does not apply

Yes
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11 doubtful, but possible, as well as not having confidence in the planning commission/conflicts
of interest, management of the Township

8/19/2025 8:52 AM

12 Low rental/housing availability at a reasonable price point. 8/5/2025 7:46 PM
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Q6
Generally speaking, in which area of the Township is your property
located?

Answered: 304
 Skipped: 22
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21.38% 65

15.79% 48

12.50% 38

11.84% 36

9.54% 29

8.22% 25

7.57% 23

4.61% 14

4.28% 13

1.97% 6

0.99% 3

0.99% 3

0.33% 1

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

TOTAL 304

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Harvey

M-28 East

Beaver Grove

Lakewood Lane

Cherry Creek Road (Fish Hatchery / Cherry Creek School)

Green Garden Road

I don't live in the Township

Briarwood

Kawbawgam Road

Mangum Road

US 41 South (below M-28 East)

Don’t know

Shot Point

Brookfield

Camp 4 Road

Sand River Road
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Q7
What challenges do you see in your neighborhood?Select up to three
responses.

Answered: 239
 Skipped: 87
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40.59% 97

21.34% 51

18.83% 45

17.15% 41

16.74% 40

15.90% 38

15.48% 37

12.97% 31

12.13% 29

10.04% 24

5.44% 13

Total Respondents: 239  

# OTHER DATE

1 lack of cable and natural gas 9/29/2025 11:32 AM

2 Increased taxes every 6 months 9/25/2025 5:03 PM

3 High property taxes lack of Internet access poor cell signal lack of Internet good connection to 9/25/2025 4:45 PM

4 speed on highway ridiculous with noise because of speed 9/25/2025 3:03 PM

5 480 and Cherry Creek Road traffic have increased considerably over the past 5 years. Both
need new pavement - not just temporary fixes.

9/25/2025 2:54 PM

6 lack of places to dine out, limited grocery store options 9/13/2025 5:09 PM

7 Several homes in our neighborhood have either lawns that are never mowed or extreme
amounts of junk, trash, abandoned vehicles, etc that have not been addressed in years. The
township administration has been contacted but yet the problem has not been resolved.

9/13/2025 9:09 AM

8 The condition of Green Garden Road is HORRIBLE. It’s all patches. 9/13/2025 8:48 AM

9 The speed at which people drive - way too fast. 9/12/2025 8:01 PM

10 The road is in pretty rough shape. Needs to be resurfaced. 9/12/2025 7:22 PM

11 Land getting chopped into 10 acres and under parcels 9/12/2025 2:21 PM

12 Business 9/12/2025 10:29 AM

13 Smith building new homes 9/12/2025 9:48 AM

14 Township officials drive to subdivide, fracture and develop remaining farmland. 9/11/2025 9:18 PM

15 fracturing of greenspace / too much development 9/11/2025 8:00 PM

16 Narrowness of Lakewood Lane for walking and biking.
Speed limit is too high since it is high
residential. Should be 25 mph.

9/11/2025 6:28 PM

17 Traffic drives too fast on my road. 9/11/2025 5:13 PM

18 The condition of Green Garden and Green Field Roads are awful. 9/10/2025 3:31 PM

19 Over regulation of government 9/10/2025 8:23 AM

20 The environmental impacts of additional billboards, Casino development and the potential for a 9/9/2025 9:52 PM

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Housing affordability

Lack of walkability; no trails

Insufficient supply of available housing

Poorly maintained properties

Traffic congestion

Lack of infrastructure (paved streets, water, sewer, etc.)

Poorly maintained infrastructure (sidewalks, roads, water, sewer, etc.)

Too many rentals

Lack of quality open space and areas to recreate

I don't live in the Township

Unoccupied seasonal homes
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Sand mining operation in close proximity to residential and recreational use areas. In particular,
noise, light pollution, air quality, increased heavy truck traffic load on an already busy M28,
displacement of natural wildlife and water/wetland disruption.

21 Lack of atv/utv accessibility 9/9/2025 7:04 PM

22 Fast driving on residential road 9/9/2025 4:41 PM

23 Good water for houses 9/9/2025 3:25 PM

24 Potential for a sand mine to be put into a residential area 9/7/2025 12:58 PM

25 Barking dogs, at times 9/6/2025 3:48 PM

26 Light pollution from the casino billboards 9/5/2025 4:11 PM

27 None 9/3/2025 8:07 PM

28 Zoning issues 9/2/2025 10:41 PM

29 There are really no problems 8/31/2025 9:29 PM

30 No issues at this time 8/31/2025 5:22 PM

31 To keep the zoning that requires larger pieces of property to build on and not develop tracts of
land with small lots or clusters of houses that go deep into the property invading the woods
and fields. Keep it open spaces and more natural

8/30/2025 6:47 PM

32 I want to move there (from mqt), but so many homes are right off 28, 41, or a major
snowmobile trail and I don’t want the noise pollution

8/30/2025 2:06 PM

33 Unattended barking dogs. 8/30/2025 8:00 AM

34 I do not see any of these specific challenges where our property is. 8/29/2025 11:36 PM

35 No Atv access to trails No atv trails 8/28/2025 7:34 PM

36 Wish we had more family restaurants (mostly chain restaurants and no one delivers to our
home). Lack of affordable grocery stores (Lafaros is expensive and lacks selection). Dollar
general is mostly junk food. All I want is a cute coffee shop and maybe an ice cream place,
haha!

8/28/2025 3:23 PM

37 A loud shooting range located down the street that is lowering property values 8/28/2025 11:30 AM

38 ~ The main issues is lack of township information. To stay informed, every single resident is
expected to constantly check the Township's poorly designed website. There absolutely must
be a township email list where people can subscribe to the different branches to receive
agendas and minutes, as well as things like this survey. It also must be someone's job in the
township to post those items to social media. The Mining Journal is no longer an effective
means of communication, and saying "we posted it in the paper" is just window dressing to
prevent public participation. ~ The notification distances are much too small for rural areas.
500 feet hardly reaches from one house to another, and it certainly doesn't allow for notification
of all affected parties. Notification of zoning appeals requests or conditional use permits needs
to go to everyone within a mile in rural areas. It creates tensions in neighborhoods when
someone is allowed to open a handgun business with an associated shooting range just down
the road, causing noise pollution, stress to people/pets/livestock/wildlife, and reduction in
property values, yet the neighbors were never notified of the change and allowed to express
opinions because they live more than 500 feet from the home in question.
~ Lack of control of
invasive plants. Failure to protect valuable native plants in natural areas such as the park near
Kassels. Every year I see more and more barberry, Japanese knotweed, autumn olive and
other threatening our wild areas and creeping down the roads to reduce property values
(Knotweed can wreck foundations and septic systems. It is illegal in MI to move soil from a
property contaminated with Japanese knotweed.) The township needs an invasive plant list
and ordinances to prevent the planting or spread of these species by deliberate action or
actions such as mowing and dragging seed from contaminated areas down the road. A similar
ordinance should protect and encourage the planting of species which support our wildlife.

8/28/2025 9:59 AM

39 We Need more pickleball courts! There are none that are designated. 8/27/2025 6:36 AM

40 It is growing up too fast. I liked the small area with less people. 8/26/2025 7:50 AM
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41 Trail or sidewalk on 480 8/24/2025 11:01 PM

42 Increased traffic and speed of vehicles on Lakewood Lane. 8/24/2025 10:03 PM

43 Lack of restaurants and bars for recreation 8/24/2025 12:03 PM

44 We live in the timberlane subdivision it's hard to get out of our neighborhood. 8/24/2025 8:05 AM

45 Poor internet on the far side of 480 on Cherry Creek Road 8/23/2025 11:21 PM

46 The only challenge I see at present is that there is only one entrance/exit in the entire
subdivision.

8/23/2025 8:53 PM

47 DO NOT ALLOW MINING IN OUR COMMUNITY! 8/23/2025 6:40 PM

48 Encroachment of commercial developments that will fundamentally alter the very nature of the
township, including planned expansion of camping & recreation properties and the prospect of
industrial activity such as mining.

8/23/2025 8:02 AM

49 I don't have any problems with Harvey 8/23/2025 7:16 AM

50 Smith heavy machinery traveling on Brewer road, a small residential neighborhood. 8/22/2025 2:59 PM

51 Lack of businesses 8/22/2025 12:36 PM

52 property on Lake superior is taking away camps (removing or tearing down) to build new larger
houses and it raises the taxes on my property that is not on Lake Superior.

8/22/2025 12:28 PM

53 NA 8/22/2025 9:17 AM

54 People driving way too fast down Cherry Creek Rd Hitting deer, turkeys, dogs, and other
animals.

8/22/2025 8:58 AM

55 We need rules for Airbnb’s. Allow only so many in each neighborhood. 8/22/2025 8:40 AM

56 Everything catering to bikers who pay NOTHING for trail maintenance while sleds and side by
side continue to lose trails and have to pay yearly. Too strick about using gravel roads like
Mangum leaving one land locked to get to trails to the west.

8/22/2025 8:27 AM

57 To many houses in rural areas 8/21/2025 2:53 PM

58 I am
Concerned about the business/commercial land use along the highway, and what will
happen in the future. Part of what has made it so special was the lack of all the big box
stores/chains like there is on the other side of mqt. The two dollar store chains I fear are a
spark of more to come. I think commercial/business land use is a good thing as it keeps a
community vibrant but I have seen what poorly handled growth can do to what was once a
quiet community.

8/21/2025 8:17 AM

59 Meet more business in the area 8/20/2025 5:37 PM

60 None of the above 8/20/2025 9:58 AM

61 Drains on our street routinely flood and as a result run directly into our garage and crawlspace.
The drains are a county issue currently though.

8/20/2025 8:06 AM

62 Old cars in yards. Household furniture left in yard. Unkept property and no Restrictions how
property is kept.

8/19/2025 6:50 PM

63 Do not force folks to hook into a water line when they have delicious and clean well water! Do
not sell the Township office or the property of the offices to any entity. I understand the
previous Manager was interested in moving the Township office to Beaver Grove. If any office
is built there, it should be for a Recreation Department & related staff, and a social venue for
residents to utilize, a Township pool perhaps

8/19/2025 9:29 AM

64 We’ve lived on green garden road for 37 years and our rd has never been replaced. It’s one big
pothole!

8/19/2025 8:46 AM

65 I live on Cherry Creek Rd. It is dangerous to walk or ride our bikes on Cherry Creek Rd
between CR 480 and the intersection of Cherry Creek Rd and US 41. A bike lane would be so
helpful to so many of us to access the bike trails that go into Marquette or the Iron Ore Trail.

8/18/2025 3:12 PM

66 NA 8/14/2025 8:37 PM
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67 We need GOOD playgrounds with many activities for kids. The fact that Silver Creek church
has an abandoned tennis court is a shame.

8/14/2025 10:58 AM

68 None. Keep it just like it is. 8/14/2025 12:29 AM

69 We live in area surrounded by lots of farms and woods and very few houses so we don't
actually see any of these challenges. I'm sure housing affordability and availability is a big
problem for local people who might want to move to the area. Since our population has stayed
basically the same for year round numbers, I'm guessing that there are also too many short
term rentals that are taking away availability from year round folks.

8/13/2025 2:15 PM

70 Speed limits not enforced on residential streets; unsafe to walk where no sidewalks.
Aggressive driving. Need left turn signals at 41/28 intersection, esp. from Cherry Creek Rd.
Shouldn't have let that Dollar General in, takes business from the one grocery store we have.
Please no more box stores. Marquette can have them.

8/13/2025 1:33 PM

71 No access to ORV trails from our property - need a parallel trail to the IOHT for ORV use and
allowance to drive along the road in a slow and safe manner directly towards the trails from
home.

8/11/2025 2:53 PM

72 Natural gas isn’t available 8/9/2025 3:26 PM

73 Blight. 185 Edgewood, is bringing our neighborhood’s feel down. 8/9/2025 8:31 AM

74 Lack of sidewalk on Ortman. Lots of traffic on Ortman because there’s no other entrance/exit
from the development at the Sands Twnsp end

8/8/2025 9:15 PM

75 The blight at 185 Edgewood Drive really brings down the neighborhood and needs to be
addressed.

8/8/2025 8:09 PM

76 Atvs and snowmobiles on streets. Abandoned / blighted properties 8/8/2025 8:44 AM

77 The intersection of 41 & m28 is a major nightmare and could have better lane division for
people turning onto M28, vs the people going straight onto 41, or turning onto cherry creek.
Another thing that could help is getting rid of the turn into circle K that’s much too close to the
stoplight or have it open for right turns only. The entire road of 41 in Harvey is horrid until about
the DNR. My brand new car now has suspension issues now due to that road. people clog the
left lane to avoid damaging their vehicles. We need access to trails or have trails in general
connecting the neighborhoods to the recreation areas and parks in the entire township- not just
M28 and Harvey.

8/7/2025 1:23 PM

78 I wish there were more walkways connecting neighborhoods. This is en leiu of walking along
Cherry Cr road.

8/5/2025 4:38 PM

79 I live in the Timberlane Subdivision and other than being one of the last places plowed, which
someone has to be last right?, everything is great. If water and sewer infrastructure was
available, I would hook up with the Township.

8/5/2025 10:23 AM
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Q8
In reference to Chocolay Township, what does rural character mean to
you?Select all that apply.

Answered: 303
 Skipped: 23
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70.30% 213

66.01% 200

64.03% 194

59.74% 181

58.42% 177

53.14% 161

50.83% 154

42.57% 129

39.60% 120

36.30% 110

34.98% 106

24.75% 75

16.17% 49

14.85% 45

13.20% 40

11.22% 34

4.95% 15

4.29% 13

2.31% 7

1.65% 5

Total Respondents: 303  

# COMMENTS DATE

1 Note farms do have equipment, buildings, animals, AND large areas of open field and
forestland.

9/11/2025 9:18 PM

2 Rural character is a predominance of open space, both forested and tillable land and low
population density.

8/31/2025 9:29 PM

3 “ quiet country roads with homes and farms” is exactly what I’m looking for 8/30/2025 2:06 PM

4 Strong protection and incentives for small, diversified farms is a successful way to keep a
working, rural landscape without the downsides of large-scale commodity or concentrated

8/30/2025 11:27 AM
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ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Places to enjoy the sights and sounds of nature

Access to outdoor recreation

Large wooded lots with plenty of privacy between neighbors

Hiking / biking trails

Dark areas that let you see the stars

Homes screened from neighbors and roads by natural areas

Quiet country roads fronted by farms and single-family homes

Small hobby farms

Living in a place where you don’t have to deal with a lot of government regulations

Large areas of tilled fields, orchards, or pasture land with occasional houses

A place where homes and small country stores could be next to each other

Living with the sights, sounds, and smells of farm animals

Quiet neighborhoods with no farm animals

Clustered areas of small businesses

Traditional commercial farms with equipment and buildings

Subdivisions with landscaping and mowed lawns

Large homes with well-maintained lawns and park-like open spaces

Commercial areas with well-lit parking lots

Large busy retail strips

Cleared lots with homes built close to the road
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animal operations that create nuisance issues such as pollution, noise, and odor. The entire
UP would gain benefit and resilience from more small, diversified farms that are allowed to
produce, process, and sell on site (produce, value added products, and animal products).

5 The freedom to own my own well and septic system is probably number one on my list. 8/30/2025 8:00 AM

6 The township has it all…residents may select their preference and work to afford, live, love,
and thrive in their part of the township.

8/29/2025 6:18 PM

7 DO NOT DEVELOP THE LAND!!! I love it here for the lack of neighbors and the natural areas. 8/28/2025 11:30 AM

8 Rural character does not include mining. That is an industrial activity.
Rural character is not
manicured. Plants grow tall in ditches and in hedgerows between fields.
Rural character
involves everyone being able to garden, have a greenhouse, have chickens, and produce their
own food.
Rural character has minimal and well-shielded street lights.

8/28/2025 9:59 AM

9 Need more businesses to build a tax base. Need a good family restaurant other than fast food. 8/26/2025 9:08 PM

10 DO NOT ALLOW MINING IN OUR TOWNSHIP! 8/23/2025 6:40 PM

11 In terms of our Township, "Rural" in a more modern sense means a sustainable community not
oriented toward the 'law of attraction of Tourists'. We have a unique opportunity to define a
pathway that balances some intelligent economic expansion with the preservation of quality of
life and land. It's easy to fall prey to the allure of property developers' fanciful visions and the
money they may wave around, or to lean into the 'easy path' by facilitating industrial or natural
resource exploitative commercial enterprise. It's more difficult but more rewarding and more
healthy (to planet and people) to take a considered view of what our township can be. Think
long term. Think generationally. What if our focus was on carefully designed solar farming,
encouragement of the development of housing options for creatives (artists, musicians, niche
creative entrepreneurs). What if we sought to ensure that our community develops a lasting
culture and a collective respect, encouraged investment in diverse commercial foundations
that are prepared to weather ups and downs in the economy and don't simply depend on
bringing ever more people down the road to consume.

8/23/2025 8:02 AM

12 Not a lot of business 8/22/2025 8:40 AM

13 The wording on the answer options seems biased when asking about new business. Harvey
and the township could use more small businesses or businesses period that’s not a freaking
dollar store. Those places are such scams and you spend more money on items because the
weight of the product is lesser than you would find at any box store. I would love to be able to
spend my money in the township where I live instead of going to Marquette. The strip of Bassl
rd where I reside is a perfect example of residential country living - privacy is there but close to
neighbors which gives a great sense of community.

8/7/2025 1:23 PM

14 T1 - T3 on the Urban-Rural Transect model
https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/understanding_the_urban_transect

8/5/2025 10:57 AM

15 I love the Timberlane Subdivision because it affords enough privacy without being desolate
and close enough to the City that it isn't isolated but includes some element of "rural" living.

8/5/2025 10:23 AM
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Q9
Please indicate your opinion about the following animal-related
activities in your neighborhood.

Answered: 303
 Skipped: 23

A chicken coop
less than 100

square feet

The keeping of
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The keeping of
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The keeping of
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sheep or goa...

The keeping of
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medium size
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# COMMENTS DATE

1 No wild boars / invasive species ban needed 9/25/2025 4:45 PM

2 it all depends on how controlled and cleanup 9/25/2025 3:03 PM

3 This is Only in my neighborhood. I have no problem with raising animals elsewhere in the
township. It simply would not work here on a larger scale.

9/14/2025 8:01 AM

4 The statement "Do not permit the raising of animals" is too vague to have an opinion on. 9/12/2025 8:01 PM

5 I think it kind of depends on what area you are in. How much land you have 9/12/2025 7:22 PM

6 Note, this appears to be a slanted question and I hope the responses are separated by area.
Residential areas near Krist is significantly different than anyplace off of Mangum Road and
this should be reflected in the zoning. A 100sq ft chicken shed - Harvey vs a rural area should
be different size limits and not have a blanket animal zoning rule for the township. Less than
10 small animals in Harvey maybe yes but in a rural 5acre farm NO. This question does not
include animals or quantities for production and consumption. This is geared to city and
subdivision dwellers.

9/11/2025 9:18 PM

7 I think some of the questions are leading and poorly laid out. For example, the chicken coop
size question doesn't provide for a chicken coop greater than 100 sq feet. Also the "Do not
regulate the raising of animals ..." the question really should read: Permit the raising of

9/11/2025 8:00 PM

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Yes No Maybe Don't Know

  YES NO MAYBE DON'T
KNOW

TOTAL

A chicken coop less than 100 square feet

The keeping of less than ten small animals (such as chickens, rabbits, turkeys)
in a portable or fixed cage

The keeping of horses

The keeping of a couple of sheep or goats to control the growth of vegetation

The keeping of medium size animals (such as sheep, alpacas, and goats)

The keeping of one or two potbelly pigs as pets

Do not regulate the raising of animals except to control general nuisance such as
sanitation

The keeping of larger animals (such as cows, pigs, llamas, and emus)

Free-range poultry (not contained in an enclosure at all times)

Do not permit the raising of animals
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animals? - Yes or No. The use of a double negative is confusing - and perhaps its intended to
be that way). I do not think there should be regulation of raising animals in my area of
Chocolay Township.

8 As long as the owners have sufficient space / acreage for animals and proper buildings /
shelters for them and all is maintained properly, as clean and orderly as possible, I have no
issues with farm animals etc.

9/11/2025 4:30 PM

9 Growing food and raising animals is an important part of rural living. However, large scale like
CAFO operations should not be allowed. Simply too much pollution.

9/11/2025 2:10 PM

10 The question is not worded well. My opinion is that yes, these things should be allowed.
General nuisance (noise, sanitary) concerns should still apply. But roosters and chickens will
make sounds in the morning and that's ok. It's no different than a neighbor who has a barky
dog.

9/10/2025 2:57 PM

11 All of this is acceptable to me as long as the property size allows the keeping of the above
animals and that the owners are responsible for the same. The township should have
regulations that ensure all things are equal for those wanting to have a small farm.

9/9/2025 9:52 PM

12 Yes as in it should be ok on one’s own personal property lomg as it does not cause
disturbance or harm to others

9/9/2025 7:04 PM

13 Keeping of animals so long as enough land for the number of animals. I would also like bees to
be alllowed and considered regardless of zoning as they are low impact and a great option for
everyone.

9/8/2025 6:13 AM

14 I would permit more than 10 chickens or small animals if it was for personal use not
commercial

9/7/2025 9:10 PM

15 Animals=farm type/food related animals. 9/7/2025 3:48 PM

16 My only concern with raising/keeping animals is nuisance to neighbors (noise and animal
waste occur to me), I've not had any problems so far

9/7/2025 9:44 AM

17 Animals are fine as long as they are taken care of and don't incessantly create noise in the
neighborhood.

9/6/2025 3:48 PM

18 There are much more rural townships surrounding Chocolay Township where people can raise
farm animals.

9/4/2025 12:29 PM

19 These questions are confusing. Most can not be answered by yes, no, maybe. My
neighborhood includes larger agricultural activities exceeding those included in this question.

8/31/2025 9:29 PM

20 Large scale concentrated commercial animal operations degrade the natural environment, pose
ethical issues, and are unsightly and loud. People should be allowed to keep animals

8/30/2025 11:27 AM

21 Mainly I support the freedom to raise my own animals for food. 8/30/2025 8:00 AM

22 People in Chocolay should have whatever farm animals they want. 8/29/2025 11:36 PM

23 My “maybe” response depends on location. I live on Aspen Drive: I do not want pot belly pigs
as pets next door—i raised pigs. If i lived on Mangum, Bazinette or Bissonette, for example…a
few goats on a neighbor’s property would be okay.

8/29/2025 6:18 PM

24 this question is worded VERY POORLY. 8/28/2025 3:55 PM

25 I have a small dog that barks at all animals. I'd like to pass on my neighbors having farm
animals that smell and make noises all day. I also live on M28 so we don't need any running
onto the highway or anything.

8/28/2025 3:23 PM

26 Rural areas have animals, both domestic and wild. 8/28/2025 9:59 AM

27 Questions in this section are poorly worded, poor grammar, and likely to produce
misunderstanding.

8/26/2025 9:08 PM

28 Let's get rid of some of the people congestion and replace it with animals. 8/26/2025 7:50 AM

29 For #2, I'm a little confused by the wording but I am in favor of raising animals in the township. 8/25/2025 8:32 PM

30 Not sure if I would want a rooster next to my property. 8/25/2025 4:54 PM

😊
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31 They do smell a bit😊 8/23/2025 11:21 PM

32 DO NOT ALLOW MINING IN CHOCOLAY TOWNSHIP! 8/23/2025 6:40 PM

33 This is a topic that requires careful balance. It's a tricky area that can become a slippery
slope. The UP is officially a 'food desert', and there is proven precedent that small-scale farm
operations (think seeds and spores, rock river farms, etc.) can bring both local sustenance and
local environmental impact. Encouraging families to keep and cultivate small-scale animal
farming can help bring improved community health benefits, keep the next generation
connected to the land and to their food, provide a healthier and more connected environment in
our township. On the other hand, at a certain scale this can tip the balance into a scenario in
which commercial enterprises built around animal resource becomes overbearing to the general
quality of life. We should advocate for that balance and provide guidance, incentive and
boundaries to achieve these ends.

8/23/2025 8:02 AM

34 Depending on location in Township. 8/22/2025 9:17 AM

35 It depends on the neighborhood. 8/22/2025 8:40 AM

36 I feel everyone should have a chance to raise they own food and if you have proper pasture
large animals. However I believe people need to properly care and maintain the areas by proper
cleaning.

8/22/2025 8:27 AM

37 If someone has a horse and can manage it on their land I think that is fine, even if it’s next
door. I wouldn’t enjoy living next to someone trying to have a dairy farm on A small lot in
Harvey. One cow for personal use, done by me. But lots of them for business purposes may
be a bit much?

8/21/2025 8:17 AM

38 Also allow the keeping of bees, as they only need 5 sq feet per hive and are quiet 99% of the
time. The less than one percent where noise could even be noticed is if they were to leave the
hive in a large group to seek larger living space, which is called a swarm. And that sounds like
a loud hum until they leave the area. Also expanding the amount of small animals you can
have in a residential area to ten or less would be awesome!!

8/20/2025 8:06 AM

39 Things to consider are SANITATION, RUN-OFF, environmental impacts, and animal impacts,
in regard to their natural habitats. Consideration needs to be given to non-native animal
species such as the mentioned above Emu, which is native to Australia. Check out this site ...
much to learn and reference here. GLOBIO (Global Biodiversity model for public support)
covers multiple dimensions of nature
Biodiversity is commonly defined as the variety of life,
which includes multiple aspects: diversity within species (genetic diversity), diversity between
species and diversity of ecosystems. Thus, biodiversity is a multi-dimensional phenomenon,
as are the benefits that people obtain from nature. GLOBIO therefore includes multiple
complementary model components:
GLOBIO for assessing terrestrial biodiversity intactness
GLOBIO-Aquatic, for assessing freshwater biodiversity intactness
GLOBIO-Species, for
assessing the distribution and abundance of vertebrate species
GLOBIO-ES, for assessing
various ecosystem services, including provisioning services, regulating services and cultural
services

8/19/2025 9:29 AM

40 Ok for animals in the larger ag settings as long as they are fenced and not allowed to roam on
neighboring properties.

8/19/2025 8:46 AM

41 A lot of the questions in this section were too vague, broad and not enough context to make a
good response.

8/18/2025 7:07 PM

42 I'm not sure what you're asking. I don't mind neighbors having chickens, free range or caged,
or small animals or horses or sheep or cows.

8/18/2025 3:12 PM

43 live in a subdivision would not like to see a lot of farm animals in the private lots 8/15/2025 1:04 PM

44 I answered under the premise that you are asking if we feel these activities should or should
not be allowed - not do they already happen and how do we feel about it. Also, our particular
area is conducive to all of these activities but there are places in Harvey that are more
populated where it is unlikely that all of these activities would be appropriate.

8/13/2025 2:15 PM

45 I'd rather have someone's chickens and goats wander in and snack on my flowers and
vegetables than see box stores or woodlands and dunes cleared and leveled, wetlands filled
and vegetation wiped out to the rivers edge for development. I enjoy seeing the horses across
from Lofaros, and I'd like to keep chickens myself at some point. I believe people have a right
to grow their own food. Size of the food growth operation should be in line with what's needed

8/13/2025 1:33 PM
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for a single family, not huge. And associated impacts to wetlands and streams should be
regulated.

46 Depends on acreage 8/12/2025 7:44 AM

47 Question 2 is worded weird. If it’s asking if we are allowed to Raise the animals with proper
permits then yes. All of these things are great but it’s concerning if it’s allowed for zoned
residential such as spots like briarwood, behind the dry dock, or at the trailer park.

8/7/2025 1:23 PM

48 This only applies to Harvey and Cherry Creek (Co Rd 480 North and West of US 41). Outside
of Harvey and Cherry Creek I believe the keeping of animals should not be regulated except for
public safety (aggressive or unnecessarily loud animals)

8/5/2025 7:50 PM
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Q10
Please evaluate the following statement:It is often difficult for
individuals and families to find housing in Chocolay Township that they can

afford.
Answered: 301
 Skipped: 25
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Q11
Please evaluate the following statement:Chocolay Township lacks an
adequate supply of housing options (such as duplexes and apartments,

mixed-use developments with upper story apartments, and other types of
homes many people now desire) especially for young adults and seniors.
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Q12
Which of the following uses do you think are appropriate for the
neighborhood in which your property is located?

Answered: 297
 Skipped: 29
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# COMMENTS DATE

1 more single family homes - I like the township my neighborhood as it is
small local retail shops
- we have enough

9/29/2025 12:12 PM

2 some vacation rentals ok but limit how many 9/25/2025 10:15 AM

3 I feel that in my neighborhood and elsewhere in the township, duplexes, apartments,
townhomes would be an eyesore. Much like the storage units going in on M-28. That is a very
unattractive use of beautiful land and reflects the mentality of the commissioners who
approved it. If a storage units can go in along that beautiful stretch of M-28, why not a trailer
park? Or just clear it and put in an industrial park. It could look like the crossroads then.

9/14/2025 8:08 AM

4 Vacation rentals ruin communities if unabated. They are part of the problem with rising housing
costs and demand across the country, and we should not allow much if any of that in our
community. Specifically the vacation renting of entire single-family homes. Long term rentals

9/12/2025 8:22 PM

  YES NO MAYBE DON'T
KNOW

TOTAL

Housing that is affordably priced for the local work force

More single family homes

Small local retail shops (such as convenience, gifts, food, and beverage)

Tiny homes

Rental of single family homes

Small manufacturing (indoor activity only)

Clustered small home communities with internal roads and preserved permanent
open space

Seasonal occupancy of recreational vehicles accessory to a residence

Detached accessory housing units or second homes on owner-occupied parcels

Two unit attached single-family (duplexes)

Rental of accessory dwelling units

Seasonal occupancy of recreational vehicles on vacant parcels

Vacation rentals of single-family homes

Three to five unit attached single-family units (such as small apartment buildings,
townhouses, and condominiums)

General manufacturing (indoor and outdoor activity)

Buildings with retail or office on the first floor and apartments above (such as a
live / work unit)

Six unit or more attached single-family units (such as apartment buildings and
condominiums)
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are less of an issue, it's a needed option for those who may not want to buy a home or may
not be able to afford one.

5 A lot of these also depend on what area you live in 9/12/2025 7:38 PM

6 Most of these items appear to be items that should be in tight cluster housing areas. Possibly
renting out a single family home while on vacation or gone for the season.

9/11/2025 9:18 PM

7 When I say 'yes' to small retail and manufacturing, I mean small like bottling and selling honey
and other ag products.

9/11/2025 2:13 PM

8 All of the above could be viable options for areas that are already developed in a subdivision or
commercial retail area setting. The lakeshore area is unique in it's narrow land mass between
M28 and the shoreline and the possiblity of further erosion and dune shifting does not allow for
larger development options.

9/9/2025 9:59 PM

9 Limit short term rentals. To many already making harder for service industry to live where they
work

9/9/2025 7:08 PM

10 Partial description of The American Dream -- work, rent, save money for home down payment,
buy or build an affordable home. Later in life, if one is able, move to a bigger home or build on
private parcel.

9/7/2025 3:58 PM

11 I would like my community to be for people that live here and are invested in the success of
our community; it's fine if homes are small or clustered as long as they're occupied by
neighbors and we preserve trees and green space.

9/7/2025 9:50 AM

12 I prefer our neighborhood to remain as single family homes only. I prefer a quiet, uncrowded
neighborhood.

9/6/2025 3:52 PM

13 The sale of homes for short term rental is the biggest barrier to affordable housing and the
biggest threat to community.

8/31/2025 9:36 PM

14 If a piece of land becomes up for sale people should be able to build one house in it and have
garage and and pole barn if needed.

8/30/2025 6:51 PM

15 Chocolay Township has a diversity of appropriate potential land uses. I am strongly in support
of developing the Harvey/41 corridor as mixed use and would love to see a "Strong Towns"
approach (www.strongtowns.com) to reducing sprawl and preserving preserved and working
landscapes. I'm excited to see mention of "small home communities" and accessory dwelling
units, I believe these are extremely important to a prosperous future for our community,
particularly when in-filled into already developed areas. I do not wish to see green space
developed into any sort of housing or development and there is absolutely no need for this
given the low density of development that already exists in the more urbanized parts of the
township.

8/30/2025 11:34 AM

16 I absolutely do not support government funded (tax payer funded) "low income" or government
funded (tax payer funded) "affordable housing". Generally, people who are unwilling to work
should not be given one dime of assistance.

8/30/2025 8:07 AM

17 In concept, if someone owns a home and decides to rent it, that seems like a right of
ownership—i don’t know if our convenance addresses this matter. I hope home rentals don’t
get started, but i believe it to be the right of the owner to do so. By small manufacturing, i am
thinking cottage industry types…crafts to be sold at art shows, county fair, bazaar, etc. I
neighborhood is middle class single residential…businesses, apartments, and commercial
enterprise does not below here.

8/29/2025 6:28 PM

18 Fewer neighbors is better for my area, I don’t want any massive subdivisions. Rental homes
are ok as long as they are occupied most of the year.

8/28/2025 11:39 AM

19 Duplexes would be fine. Second homes on owner-occupied parcels would be fine as long as
the second home was tiny and clearly an accessory structure. Putting two large homes on a
parcel will just lead to future property subdivision and destruction of rural character, making
neighborhoods crowded and chaotic, like Silver Creek Road.

8/28/2025 10:07 AM

20 Would like to keep the rural country feel. 8/27/2025 4:34 PM

21 Vacation rentals need to be limited in some manner. 8/26/2025 9:12 PM

22 I don't want the area more built up. I am fine with animals, but let's not keep cutting down the 8/26/2025 7:52 AM
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trees. We do need more housing, but these giant buildings and condos are not what makes
this a good place to live.

23 Vacation rentals of single -family homes need rules. People who own these places do not know
what takes place when they rent them out. Neighbors next door have to repeatedly tell the
renters not to encroch or ruin neighboring land,beach front, and beach fires etc.

8/25/2025 5:01 PM

24 Vacation rentals are killing our housing supply and driving up prices to the point where our local
families can’t afford to live here. Please consider eliminating short term rental of single family
homes and encourage surrounding areas to do the same

8/24/2025 9:21 PM

25 STOP BUILDING NEW BUILDINGS AND GET STORES LIKE THE STUPID DOLLAR
GENERAL AND THE TRUCKING PLACE OUTTA HERE. Also stop selling off the wetland on
the south side of m28 to be filled in. Stop money mongering and grow up and let nature be
nature

8/24/2025 2:30 PM

26 Too many rentals already 8/24/2025 2:18 PM

27 I don't live in the township 8/24/2025 9:37 AM

28 I don’t know if there is enough property in the subdivision to build multi family units 8/23/2025 8:59 PM

29 DO NOT ALLOW MINING IN OUR TOWNSHIP! 8/23/2025 6:42 PM

30 I've answered 'maybe' to several of these questions. There is a lot of nuance involved in things
like manufacturing (what are the products and outputs? what level of toxicity danger exists?
what are the impacts of noise, traffic, etc.), short-term rentals (we already have many and they
have a definite place in our community for numerous reasons - but again require careful
balance and can be a 'slippery slope' issue), RV's on properties (can discourage development
of homes that may increase township tax base, can become unsightly and overwhelming if too
extensive), Multi-unit and tiny-home developments (can be very positive for tax revenues but
also deployed too extensively can lead to infrastructure issues, overpopulation, etc).
Recognizing these are challenging topics to address with fairness, equity and sustainable
outcomes, they should be explored with great diligence and implemented with careful attention
to pace, velocity and outcome.

8/23/2025 8:13 AM

31 There is one road in and out of Chocolay downs neighborhood. I support no more housing until
there is another entrance/exit east of this neighborhood.
Heavy equipment travels through here
and ruins the peaceful attraction.

8/22/2025 3:05 PM

32 I think South Marquette is relieved to not be the cluster that Marquette has become. Please
don't turn us into that.

8/22/2025 8:30 AM

33 No short term rentals, seasonal secondary homes with higher taxes, no to further development
of woods. Increasing population and development harms the character and attractiveness of
Chocolay.

8/18/2025 7:40 PM

34 Keep the rural feel, woods. We have to balance housing with keeping the country feel if
chocolay. The development of large single family homes that are 400,000 + is so
disheartening.

8/18/2025 2:27 PM

35 if we had less vacation rentals we would have more homes for buyers to live in 8/17/2025 10:57 PM

36 Limited VRBO or AirBnB is fine too. 8/14/2025 8:41 PM

37 NO stand alone vacation rentals. Already two in my neighborhood that I'm aware of. Constant
noise, absolute nuisance.

8/13/2025 8:42 PM

38 For housing in particular - I'm open to most options that don't take away from the natural
surroundings. The buildings should be built like communities with green spaces and
commitment to a neighborhood feel. This means smaller numbers of units with purposeful
intention to have indoor and outdoor shared community spaces and nature trails and gardens.

8/13/2025 2:19 PM

39 I live where I do because I don't want to be near condensed housing, businesses, and industry
that bring congestion, traffic and noise.

8/13/2025 1:37 PM

40 Ortman would need another point in & out of the neighborhood if there were more families here.
Sidewalks or bike path would be needed for safe walking/biking if we had more traffic.

8/8/2025 9:19 PM

41 To help assist with the following, reach out to the LSCP or Travel Marquette to inquire further 8/8/2025 2:13 PM
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data and statistics about housing and short term rentals. Marquette county is in desperate
need of housing available to the local populations. We put 3 offers on different homes in
Chocolay Township and got priced out by cash offers on all 3 before we secured our home and
it was super lucky and barely just got it. LLCs and Airbnbs have hurt the housing market
nationwide and this county is no different. If an LLC were to build specific small cabins or tiny
homes for vacation rentals that would be one thing. That is not the case, LLCs with cash are
purchasing homes for short term rentals or overpriced rental units due to the high insurance
rates for old homes, high interest rates, and overpriced homes due to the Airbnb market. Not to
mention the city commission of Marquette building the condo’s upticking the base price of all
homes and increasing the overall tax base to generate more state revenue. Which they kind of
shot themselves in the foot by doing so because overall, the wages of working people stayed
the same, so here we are with the problems we have today.

42 I am in the commercial overlay district so flexibility is appreciated 8/6/2025 9:27 AM
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Q13
What type of economic development should be encouraged in the
Township?

Answered: 289
 Skipped: 37

Parks and open
space

Access to
child care

Small scale
agricultural

farming

Agri-tourism
(such as cider

mills, corn...

Diverse



2026 Master Plan Survey

37 / 119

employment
opportunities

Education /
training

facilities

Small
neighborhood

retail...

Small
commercial

development

Planned
residential

developments

Expanded
public sewer

system



2026 Master Plan Survey

38 / 119

Public water
system

Large scale
agricultural

farming

Lodging
facilities

(such as...

Business /
commerce park

Storage
facilities



2026 Master Plan Survey

39 / 119

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Yes No Maybe Don't Know

Large
commercial

development

Big box retail



2026 Master Plan Survey

40 / 119

86.43%
242

3.21%
9

9.29%
26

1.07%
3

 
280

82.14%
230

3.57%
10

8.93%
25

5.36%
15

 
280

73.38%
204

8.27%
23

16.55%
46

1.80%
5

 
278

68.55%
194

9.54%
27

21.20%
60

0.71%
2

 
283

62.09%
172

13.72%
38

22.02%
61

2.17%
6

 
277

56.94%
160

18.15%
51

23.13%
65

1.78%
5

 
281

51.79%
145

21.43%
60

23.93%
67

2.86%
8

 
280

50.53%
144

18.25%
52

29.47%
84

1.75%
5

 
285

46.93%
130

25.27%
70

25.99%
72

1.81%
5

 
277

32.28%
92

35.79%
102

23.51%
67

8.42%
24

 
285

30.96%
87

38.79%
109

25.27%
71

4.98%
14

 
281

28.32%
79

44.80%
125

22.94%
64

3.94%
11

 
279

26.69%
75

43.77%
123

27.05%
76

2.49%
7

 
281

22.66%
63

52.52%
146

24.10%
67

0.72%
2

 
278

15.77%
44

53.41%
149

27.24%
76

3.58%
10

 
279

10.36%
29

70.00%
196

16.79%
47

2.86%
8

 
280

8.19%
23

75.44%
212

15.30%
43

1.07%
3

 
281

# COMMENTS DATE

1 Education / training facilities - depends on what they are
Small scale agricultural farming - in
areas
Public water system - depends on where
Storage facilities - we have enough

9/29/2025 12:15 PM

2 expanded sewer in existing commerce area? 9/29/2025 11:36 AM

3 Storage facilities are what you put in when you have no idea how to create a beautiful
township. "Diverse employment opportunities" what is that?! I also feel the stretch along the
south side of M-28 should be a park with hiking and biking trails. A natural area for the people
living in the housing areas there. Along Cherry creek across from the fishing pier parking lot.
That is beautiful and should be kept natural with trails for our residents.

9/14/2025 8:22 AM

4 There seems to be an overabundance of storage facilities. I think keeping things small and
local is the best way to approach building the community. More sustainable and keeps people
connected. Encouraging small business development and less big-box stores. With how

9/12/2025 8:35 PM

  YES NO MAYBE DON'T
KNOW

TOTAL

Parks and open space

Access to child care

Small scale agricultural farming

Agri-tourism (such as cider mills, corn mazes, farmer’s markets, wineries, and
wedding barns)

Diverse employment opportunities

Education / training facilities

Small neighborhood retail development

Small commercial development

Planned residential developments

Expanded public sewer system

Public water system

Large scale agricultural farming

Lodging facilities (such as hotels, motels, and extended stay)

Business / commerce park

Storage facilities

Large commercial development

Big box retail
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spread out much of Chocolay Township is, I don't see why a public water system is necessary,
seems like a very expensive and unnecessary project.

5 Again depends on the area 9/12/2025 7:47 PM

6 Possibly residential development where housing is already dense. This would allow public
sewer and water expansion for that area. Retail development in developed areas with vacant
lots, I.e. south of Krist…. We are a feeder community.

9/11/2025 9:19 PM

7 Definitely no more storage facilities! We could use a few restaurants, a car wash, maybe a
coffee shop in the current commercial areas. No no no on big box stores, big mining, and large
residential housing areas.

9/11/2025 8:08 PM

8 With regards to planned residential development, it does NOT seem that we need more
conventional subdivisions. If anything, perhaps a tiny home, co-housing, eco development.

9/11/2025 2:20 PM

9 There are already storage facilities. I don't know the qualifier for "large scale" farming but there
are currently small farms through the township and in Green Garden area and that works.
Larger probably wouldn't work without changing the community. What public space can be
created on the old prison farm ground? That is beautiful property.

9/10/2025 3:05 PM

10 A park with a playground on the river access side of US 41 so we don’t have to cross the
highway to get to silver creek

9/9/2025 4:46 PM

11 Diverse employment must be MERIT-based employment. 9/7/2025 4:10 PM

12 Multiunit apartments, like the units at main st and 41, have not been good for the character of
the area. I am similarly skeptical about planned residential developments, but I do appreciate
the need for housing.

9/7/2025 9:59 AM

13 I don't want any development of this type in my quiet neighborhood. It's okay only if the
development is along the already commercial corridor along the highway.

9/6/2025 4:00 PM

14 The township currently has a good stock of parklands. Encourage open space for forestry and
agriculture. Current hotel stock and commercial space in the Harvey core area are adequate.

8/31/2025 9:50 PM

15 Agrarian is a great idea. It’s not like mqt is far away, keep the big box stores that are devoid of
all character there

8/30/2025 2:12 PM

16 Expanding sewer and water systems will come at enormous debt and encourage sprawling
development. Please focus on maintaining and caring for the services footprint that already
exists in the township to stay fiscally responsible. Please focus on small, locally owned
business development and mixed use rather than business parks and dead space like storage
facilities.

8/30/2025 11:38 AM

17 I welcome any private economical development. Government development most always
includes strangling government regulations. I also support diverse employment opportunities
as long as the opportunities are merit based and not "social justice (diversity)" based.

8/30/2025 8:20 AM

18 Why do we need to develop anything? Embrace the largely natural state in which much of the
Township exists, and stop putting up buildings. It's desirable as is.

8/29/2025 8:02 PM

19 Why is restaurant not on the list?? We lost the Grove and Whalstroms, we need to encourage
more sit-down dining options in the Harvey area. Also an ice cream shop on the bike path to
provide a local recreation destination, similar to the soft serve place that got eliminated (the
township should do what it can to prohibit Use Restrictive Covenants that are not in the public
interest). There should also be a community center/public gathering space.

8/28/2025 10:25 AM

20 We need to broaden the spectrum and quality of the business and commercial base. 8/26/2025 9:26 PM

21 Please no storage facilities. I am fine with small farms and families making their own family
farms, but it is a nice place and does not need to be overly built up.

8/26/2025 7:54 AM

22 No more dollar stores! Get them out of here, they suck, two thumbs down! A coffee shop
would be very nice though, Marquette has eight thousand coffee shops and we're stuck with
McCafe.

8/25/2025 8:41 PM

23 Public water system would be great!!! It seems like there are alot of storage facilities. 8/25/2025 5:06 PM

24 My water is fine. I can’t afford to change over my water and sewer and then pay more in bills
and property taxes

8/23/2025 9:06 PM
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25 DO NOT ALLOW MINING IN ANY WAY INTO OUR TOWNSHIP IT WILL RUIN THIS AREA! 8/23/2025 6:45 PM

26 Chocolay Twp Public Works management needs to learn and implement realistic (lower) sewer
rates for commercial entities before taking on more sewer or especially water expansion.

8/23/2025 12:58 PM

27 Again, the 'maybes' have their place, but must be approached with care and diligence. 8/23/2025 8:17 AM

28 Expand sewer only if conventional systems fail or cause problems. 8/21/2025 3:04 PM

29 if township goes to public water system i probably will be looking to move out of the township 8/21/2025 8:14 AM

30 Take care of the residents' water situation out by Kawbaugam before even considering
expanding water and sewer to the folks who have good well water and safe, functional septic
systems.

8/19/2025 10:08 AM

31 Keep Chocolay as it is, rural feeling, calmer than Marquette. Improve upon community
resources for residents like outdoor recreation and public spaces.

8/18/2025 7:42 PM

32 In terms of commercial development, I would support it only along the business corridor of
downtown Harvey and also along M-28 East.

8/18/2025 3:20 PM

33 Absolutely no big box stores, storage facilities, large hotels. Chocolay could benefit from
smaller businesses like a coffee place, bakery, deli, ice cream, ect … but we don’t need large
chains or box stores

8/18/2025 2:33 PM

34 we have too many storage units 8/17/2025 10:59 PM

35 Harvey has no retail heart or home. Bring back the original downtown Harvey on East Main
Street. Create replicas of the first stores and shops and make a small retail area. Coffee/ice
cream/antiques, etc.

8/14/2025 8:47 PM

36 We need a central playground/park system or at least one that is updated. We send too much
money on the police in the township. Those funds should go to the children. A large
playground.

8/14/2025 10:59 AM

37 Too many storage units. Sick of seeing prime lots built with storage units. 8/13/2025 8:45 PM

38 Box stores, lodging, residential development, storage, all of that is available five minutes away
in Marquette - which has turned into Traverse City by the way (yuck!!). Chocolay is still nice!
Spacious, beautiful, and largely undeveloped! That's why I like it here. We have a well and
septic. Water is safe, tastes great, doesn't smell... I say if it's not broke, don't fix it.
Meanwhile, the smell of the water treatment plant welcomes everyone entering Marquette from
the east...

8/13/2025 1:53 PM

39 It would be helpful to have natural gas in our area 8/9/2025 3:49 PM

40 Good gravy please no industrial parks. Learn from south east Wisconsin and what that looks
like. Started in the 90s and early 2000s and now half of them are empty. It’s a boom and bust.
The orchards, apple picking activities, and other things to do would be great additions to keep
the country charm but still provide activities for people. The county is in dire need of indoor
activities for the winter that isn’t hockey. A lap pool, climbing gym, indoor surf park would be
great and unique to the area.

8/9/2025 1:41 PM

41 Too many of these in the township 8/9/2025 10:05 AM

42 Adding large retail or manufacturing shouldn’t be considered unless the big box tax issue is
fixed

8/8/2025 9:22 PM

43 Whilst I believe that an increase in business in Chocolay is a must, I also believe that
Chocolay (Harvey specifically) has become the victim of poor planning in regards to
infrastructure. US 41 and M-28 are major corridors that have far too many access points to get
into businesses and/or residences in Harvey, there are very few, if any, frontage roads within
the primary commercial district this causes major traffic concerns in the 41/28 area. Especially
as there are no nearby detours or alternative routes to enter Marquette.

8/5/2025 7:56 PM

44 We've got so much open space around us, however much of it lacks access. Easements,
trailhead and hardened recreational facilities would enhance the character of the township and
provide jobs. This could take the form of many different types of recreation: hiking, biking,
frisbee golf, sports fields, and beaches. It'd be great to enhance our winter recreation
opportunities as well.

8/5/2025 4:48 PM
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Q14
How important are the following potentially new public improvements
and amenities?Please rate on a scale of 1 to 5, with 5 equal to “Very

important” and 1 equal to “Not important”.
Answered: 289
 Skipped: 37

Trash cans /
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Underground
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Underground
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as electric,...
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# OTHER POTENTIAL PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND AMENITIES DATE

1 trash cans - be responsible 9/29/2025 11:48 AM

2 There is already an under used fiber optic Internet cable on M-28. Internet service is awful over
priced and spotty. Service providers are not allowing access to it. Its there! We should be able
to use it!

9/25/2025 4:48 PM

3 more trees in commercial area along 28/41 9/25/2025 10:18 AM

4 Just be smart! Chocolaty is a gem reight now, because it is small, it is easy to get around it is
so close to Natural areas and the perfect stop to some big visitor attractions. . . Keep it as an
oasis, not a destination. Our charm is that it is in between PRNL and Marquette. Try to keep it
charming with tasteful shops, restaurants and gift stores. Dollar General is a blight and says a
lot about who we are, especially right next to the Dollar Store! Rather low class.

9/14/2025 8:22 AM

5 Using less sand during the winter in the Briarwood subdivision. Only some of the roads are
swept in the spring in the Briarwood Subdivision.

9/13/2025 9:19 AM

6 Parks and non-motorized trail development. 9/13/2025 8:59 AM

7 Depending on the "selected growth areas" and the density, the importance of a public water
supply would vary.

9/12/2025 8:35 PM

8 Publish a newsletter monthly or quarterly. If Sands township can, Chocolay can. 9/12/2025 2:27 PM

9 The power outage frequency is ridiculous. I have never lived anywhere with so many power 9/12/2025 7:25 AM

  5 4 3 2 1 TOTAL

Trash cans / pet refuse bags along trails

Underground utilities (such as electric, cable, and telephone) with new
development

Underground utilities (such as electric, cable, and telephone) along US
41 South and M-28 East

Improved public transportation options

Township social media sites (such as Facebook)

Township newsletter / information flyers

More attractive landscaping in public areas

Benches along trails

Public water supply in selected growth areas

Visitor maps of local attractions and recreation

Wayfinding signs for local attractions and recreation

New transit station for MarqTran and ALTRAN buses

Expanded sewer supply area

Historic art mural in the pedestrian tunnel
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outages.

10 We have dismal options for internet and broadband in the Green Garden area. TDS runs right
down Green Garden Road and Greenfield Road and no one can connect to it because we are
not TDS customers. Can't get Charter either.

9/10/2025 3:05 PM

11 AED access along trails?
Pay via check for bills
Speed limit sign on Corning st 9/9/2025 4:46 PM

12 Need a really nice park and a splash pad 9/9/2025 3:25 PM

13 Improve current infrastructure such as drains in residential areas. 9/8/2025 6:17 AM

14 Enforce speed limit on snowmobile trail in RESIDENTIAL AREAS, because the trail is
designated "Mixed Use"

9/7/2025 4:10 PM

15 Focus on trails, biking, hiking, and integrating community space. Eco-tourism is lucrative and
provides many opportunity for supporting the local economy.

9/5/2025 4:16 PM

16 Need a site for tree branches and leaves that is open all summer. Also a metal dumpster would
be convenient.

9/3/2025 8:23 PM

17 Quality internet (fiber and not Spectrum) 9/3/2025 8:08 PM

18 Recreation activity in the township is largely of a type supporting residents, i.e. ballfields,
soccer fields, etc. and are adequate. Iron Ore Heritage trail is a good connection to larger trail
system. Rural access to public transit would be good, route frequency is more important than
building a transit station.

8/31/2025 9:50 PM

19 Please promote native landscapes in public areas. 8/30/2025 11:38 AM

20 I enjoy the "simplicity" of life in Chocolay. 8/30/2025 8:20 AM

21 fenced dog park 8/29/2025 8:02 PM

22 Marquette was very successful calling attention to the beauty of the city, the recreational and
outdoor opportunities. Now the working stiff finds taxes have increased, roads are busy, and
services are more expensive—and there are those Doggone tourists from Illiopolis and
Timbuktu. Many residents are upset with many of these consequences and there are not many
available jobs for people which allow them to move here for work and find affordable housing.
Chocolay needs to use Marquette as a case study as plans develop. We have a wonderful
environment now. Twenty years from now i will be residening at Holy Cross Cemetery—i hope
Chocolay is still a great place to live at that time.

8/29/2025 6:38 PM

23 Atv trails 8/28/2025 7:41 PM

24 Bring natural gas to ALL areas. 8/28/2025 4:01 PM

25 Bike pathed leading further down US-41 8/28/2025 1:18 PM

26 Community public space for farmers markets and the like. 8/28/2025 1:11 PM

27 I selected "improve water supply" options as it is my limited understanding that water supply is
a limiting factor for new businesses.

8/28/2025 11:48 AM

28 Additional hiking/walking trails, nature areas, pollinator gardens, bird-watching reserves, lake
access, off-leash dog trails, and bike paths.

8/28/2025 10:25 AM

29 We need pickleball courts 8/27/2025 6:38 AM

30 Perhaps find a grant to pave multi-use trail from Green Bay St. To Welcome Center. 8/26/2025 9:26 PM

31 Pickleball courts, indoor and out. 8/26/2025 9:09 PM

32 Designates Pickleball courts 8/26/2025 7:38 PM

33 Please don't build up too much! 8/26/2025 7:54 AM

34 Would love a park area fixed up. So we don’t have to go to other towns/areas for decent parks/
party/gathering places with toilet options.

8/25/2025 10:00 PM

35 Investment in nature spaces 8/24/2025 12:10 PM

36 DO NOT ALLOW MINING IN OUR HOME 8/23/2025 6:45 PM



2026 Master Plan Survey

50 / 119

37 Parks, bike trails, and other 'family friendly' amenities that help encourage the settling of long-
term residents and generational settlement (to offset the trend toward 'destination community'
development in our area and to provide for a more sustainable community base).

8/23/2025 8:17 AM

38 Township residents use the city public amenities, it’s the Marquette AREA public schools, and
should be the Mqt AREA public amenities.

8/23/2025 8:15 AM

39 Repurpose the old tennis court at the silver creek park into a basketball court 8/22/2025 9:18 AM

40 would love to see a splash pad - something the marquette area lacks but wants! 8/22/2025 8:42 AM

41 Flowers and more welcoming that differentiates us from Marquette. Bring back a more defined
community. Maybe add some community events. Also adding things for seniors or a
community area. I never give ideas without also volunteering my time. I would love to help with
all of the above.

8/22/2025 8:36 AM

42 Cut field or bail hay at undeveloped beaver grove rec area! 8/21/2025 3:04 PM

43 Allowing orv/atv/side by side access to local businesses (bars, gas stations ,hotel ,stores ) 8/21/2025 10:58 AM

44 Art murals are beautiful; I VERY MUCH SUPPORT ART in the tunnel and on buildings, there is
no need to specify that it must be historical. Our history is quite debatable and harmful for
those seeking to live in a non-judgmental and diverse world. Let's keep the focus on nature,
not the humans that are so good at wrecking it. Options for a commuter bike path & safety
standards, for folks wishing to E-bike w/ throttle to commute into/ out of the Township.
Solar
gardens, rooftop placements such as on: the School, Moyle Shopping Center, O'Reily, the
cheap $ stores, Silver Creek Church, and any building with a flat roof are a great start! With the
environmental crisis we are in our community is small enough we need look into becoming
self-sufficient for our energy usage, and stop pretending our local utilies are going to 'take care'
of us. There is a crisis, our RURAL CHARACTER needs to honor being good stewards of our
land, and FYI, cows and solar panels get along great too ;)Also, to consider in our local, hydro
power... our lake is incredibly powerful, and as our climate continues to unleash bigger storms,
seiches and swells, we should tap into that power underwater. Be PROACTIVE rather than
REACTIVE (which doesn't allow time and space for planning properly, and conscientiously
executing those plans, where it is mutual to our residents)

8/19/2025 10:08 AM

45 Would love to see some improvements to our parks. We have significant deficits/age to our
parks at lions field and Beaver Grove area. It’s almost embarrassing the lack of parks we have
here for young families.

8/18/2025 10:02 PM

46 Focus on creating a better community for residents not for more development of the forests
around us.

8/18/2025 7:42 PM

47 Again - keep our rural feel. Add a few attractive businesses for locals to enjoy and visitors…
but this area is so nice because the trails and nature is not inundated with tourists. The focus
needs to remain on current residents needs/ wants.

8/18/2025 2:33 PM

48 As much as I dislike having to pick up trash on the trail, I think it would be worse to have
overflowing trash cans and piles of stinky dog poop bags. Most people seem to do a good job
of picking up after their dogs.

8/14/2025 9:30 AM

49 Just keep it like it is. 8/14/2025 12:39 AM

50 For the love of god do a better job of landscaping the township hall complex. It looks like
nothing but weeds growing and looks unmaintained aside from grass mowing.

8/13/2025 8:45 PM

51 I would appreciate seeing a focus on improving existing business' curb appeal on 41 in Harvey.
It is difficult to sell the area to new businesses if existing businesses don't keep up their
buildings, properties, or landscaping. Some do a great job. Some don't.

8/13/2025 2:25 PM

52 Keeping the natural areas intact helps protect well water safety and quality, doesn't it?
Personally, I just generally don't want to see development and urban sprawl, particularly
pavement and manicured monoculture (lawns=runoff, lack of food and habitat for local wildlife).
I live in a "neighborhood" and yet I have turkey, deer, and skunks visiting my yard. I like that.

8/13/2025 1:53 PM

53 Park for kids by lions field 8/13/2025 1:02 PM

54 Dog park for winter 8/12/2025 7:52 AM

55 ORV access from Casino all the way to Sands to the east, and Mount Marquette to the North 8/11/2025 2:58 PM
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56 More areas available to have access to natural gas.
Create natural spaces in the Harvey area
where buildings or vacant areas aren’t being used

8/9/2025 3:49 PM

57 Electric trains/high speed rail or trains in general across the UP provides multiple benefits. It
saves road infrastructure by having less vehicles and traffic on the roads meaning less money
spent annually on road repairs. It also provides transportation to folks who need to get to
doctor appointments and grocery stores in unrepresented areas and food deserts. Underground
utilities are a MUST. Every storm in the WINTER the power goes out meaning no heat! The
township can reach out to travel Marquette for visitor information or MDOT welcome center to
assist with visitor maps etc to save township money. Print materials have gotten extremely
costly. Trail cleanliness and maintenance are great things.

8/9/2025 1:41 PM

58 Bike lanes 8/8/2025 9:22 PM

59 More trails, especially singletrack from Harvey to NTN South trails 8/8/2025 7:19 AM

60 The Township needs to be ready to seize on key real estate opportunities when they present
themselves. The little red house and Quizno's were an examples of missed opportunities to
direct the type of development we want to see. Be proactive-- obtain it, clear the lot, and put
our an RFP for developers for the type development we most want to see.

8/5/2025 11:16 AM
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Q15
How often do you use the following forms of mobility within the
Township?

Answered: 283
 Skipped: 43

Driver or
passenger in or

on a vehicle...

Walk for
recreation

Bicycle or
ebike for

recreation

Walk to a job,
store, or

friend’s house

Bicycle or
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ebike to a job,
store, or...

Driver or
passenger in or

on an ATV

Driver or
passenger on a

snowmobile

Skateboard,
scooter or

skates

Passenger on
ALTRAN

Passenger on
MarqTran



2026 Master Plan Survey

54 / 119

95.74%
270

2.13%
6

1.06%
3

1.06%
3

 
282

65.96%
186

26.24%
74

6.03%
17

1.77%
5

 
282

38.65%
109

26.95%
76

17.02%
48

17.38%
49

 
282

23.13%
65

32.03%
90

23.49%
66

21.35%
60

 
281

22.78%
64

23.84%
67

23.13%
65

30.25%
85

 
281

12.01%
34

12.72%
36

13.43%
38

61.84%
175

 
283

9.19%
26

12.37%
35

12.37%
35

66.08%
187

 
283

3.23%
9

8.96%
25

8.24%
23

79.57%
222

 
279

0.00%
0

1.06%
3

6.74%
19

92.20%
260

 
282

0.00%
0

4.24%
12

6.36%
18

89.40%
253

 
283

# COMMENTS DATE

1 Skateboard, scooter or skates - if they would resurface our road 9/29/2025 11:50 AM

2 I would be ok with speed bumps in the Briarwood Subdivision as cars, and delivery vehicles,
constantly speed through our neighborhood endangering our children due to no sidewalks and
many curved roads.

9/13/2025 9:25 AM

3 Ortman road speed limit is never enforced. We don't feel safe walking a few blocks just taking
our child to school.

9/13/2025 5:42 AM

4 I can’t walk anywhere from where I live…. Except the woods and my road. But I’m ok with
that. Though it would be nice to have more trails around Chocolay Township.

9/11/2025 8:13 PM

5 Please allow adults using ebikes responsibly on all chocolay Twp trails and ORVs on side
roads

9/9/2025 3:28 PM

6 I ride my E-Trike on the Iron Ore Heritage Trail throughout the Township. Please do not ban E-
Bikes from the trail. I'm 76 years old and I ride slowly, use the throttle only to cross busy
roads, and am respectful to others on the trail.

9/6/2025 4:08 PM

7 I would like to use public transit and non-car mobility more but only some areas are
comfortable for that.

8/30/2025 11:43 AM

8 I’m 80 and don’t do these activities much anymore, but the biking, ATV, and walking was great
when i was younger.

8/29/2025 6:46 PM

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Frequently Occasionally Rarely Never

  FREQUENTLY OCCASIONALLY RARELY NEVER TOTAL

Driver or passenger in or on a vehicle (such as a car,
motorcycle or truck)

Walk for recreation

Bicycle or ebike for recreation

Walk to a job, store, or friend’s house

Bicycle or ebike to a job, store, or friend’s house

Driver or passenger in or on an ATV

Driver or passenger on a snowmobile

Skateboard, scooter or skates

Passenger on ALTRAN

Passenger on MarqTran
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9 My family would probably use Altran and Marqtran more if we knew more about them. 8/28/2025 10:40 AM

10 E-bike use should be prohibited or limited to e1 on multi-use tails. E-bikes pose extreme
hazard to other users. I've been been hit by e-bike on trail.

8/26/2025 9:43 PM

11 I like being able to walk around and or bike at times. 8/26/2025 7:57 AM

12 DO NOT ALLOW MINING 8/23/2025 6:48 PM

13 My answers are reflective of a 52 year old professional with a home and family. I think that to
encourage more long-term settlement and community-centric culture, it would be good to
explore (over the long term) Township transportation options that help connect the broad parts
of our township internally and make access to regional destinations (KI sawyer, Marquette,
Munising) easier and more efficient. The rise of e-bikes and e-vehicles in general create an
opportunity to better leverage existing corridors such as the railroad grade, back roads and
trails to build more permanent and passable trail networks that make transportation on these
means more viable within the township.

8/23/2025 8:23 AM

14 Marq tran is rarely used and a waste of tax $ 8/21/2025 3:11 PM

15 Allow recreation vehicles in the township to access businesses 8/21/2025 11:02 AM

16 If throttle bikes were allowed on the bike path, not the highway, I and many others I know
would gladly commute by bike/ ebike and thus have a smaller carbon footprint! A worthy
investment in our community and environment.

8/19/2025 10:17 AM

17 Trails and paths are always a great ideas. Especially more accessible options - the senior
housing on cherry creek has folks that like to get out via wheelchair sometimes and that road
has a lot of unsafe driving.

8/18/2025 7:48 PM

18 Need bike lane(s) on Cherry Creek Road 8/18/2025 3:24 PM

19 Safer walking/biking is an issue. Speeding/tailgating is a massive issue on cherry creek, 490,
and around the 41/28 intersection. We have too much wildlife and people trying to recreate for
that.

8/18/2025 2:45 PM

20 I run/walk/bike the bike path almost daily. 8/13/2025 2:00 PM

21 E-bikes are a hazard on the bike trails, and sidewalks. I have encountered people on e-bikes
who are riding very fast and I have almost been hit by someone on an e-bike. There should be
limits on where people can ride e-bikes with signage that states the limitations and citations or
fines issued by law enforcement for e-bikes when used on sidewalks and bike paths.

8/13/2025 9:33 AM

22 Can't legally drive ATV from my house; this needs to change 8/11/2025 3:02 PM

23 Connector trails to neighborhoods, stores, and recreation sites would be ideal. It pains me that
I have to drive half a mile to a friends house because Im afraid to walk on 41, especially with
my dog. Yikes!

8/9/2025 1:57 PM
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Q16
How important are the following issues facing Chocolay Township in
either the near or distant future?Rate on a scale of 1 to 5, with 5 equal to

“Very important” and 1 equal to “Not important”.
Answered: 284
 Skipped: 42

Protecting
water resources

Maintaining
existing fire

services

Maintaining
trash pickup

services
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Keep taxes at
or near present

levels

Preserving
wildlife
habitat

Maintaining
road conditions

Maintaining
curbside

recycling...

Preserving
public access

to water...
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Protecting
environmentally

sensitive ar...

Internet access

Improving road
conditions

Maintaining
existing police

services
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Protecting and
enhancing the

local food...

Maintaining
existing public

facilities

Cell phone
access

Controlling
nuisance

activities...
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Affordable
housing

Community
health

Improving
curbside

recycling...

Preserving
agricultural

lands for...
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Access to
child care

Improving
existing fire

services

Providing new
fire services

(such as an...

Locating
alternate

funding for...
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Improving
existing public

facilities

Improving
existing police

services

Improving
trash pickup

services

Anticipated
risks due to

climate...
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Senior services

Providing new
public

facilities

Attracting
young families

Limitations
for development

because of...

Creating more
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job
opportunitie...

Lowering taxes
and decreasing

services

Inadequate
water drainage

or flooding

Attracting
more businesses

Attracting
more residents
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1

Raising taxes
for new /

improved...

Increase in
short term

rentals
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74.64%
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14.64%
41

8.21%
23

1.43%
4

1.07%
3

 
280

71.99%
203

15.25%
43

11.35%
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0.71%
2

0.71%
2
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71.48%
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15.16%
42

10.11%
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2.17%
6

1.08%
3

 
277

67.50%
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13.57%
38

11.79%
33

3.57%
10

3.57%
10

 
280

67.99%
189

16.19%
45

12.23%
34

2.52%
7

1.08%
3

 
278

65.23%
182

22.94%
64

9.32%
26

1.43%
4

1.08%
3

 
279

64.16%
179

19.00%
53

10.75%
30

3.58%
10

2.51%
7

 
279

62.99%
177

18.51%
52

13.52%
38

1.78%
5

3.20%
9

 
281

61.01%
169

17.33%
48

13.00%
36

6.14%
17

2.53%
7

 
277

54.64%
153

16.43%
46

18.93%
53

4.29%
12

5.71%
16

 
280

54.35%
150

22.10%
61

17.75%
49

2.90%
8

2.90%
8

 
276

53.21%
149

20.71%
58

16.07%
45

4.64%
13

5.36%
15

 
280

53.05%
148

25.81%
72

15.05%
42

3.23%
9

2.87%
8

 
279

48.92%
136

27.34%
76

16.91%
47

4.68%
13

2.16%
6

 
278

46.24%
129

20.43%
57

13.98%
39

6.45%
18

12.90%
36

 
279

46.07%
129

23.21%
65

17.86%
50

8.57%
24

4.29%
12

 
280

44.68%
126

19.86%
56

21.99%
62

6.03%
17

7.45%
21

 
282

44.44%
124

24.37%
68

22.58%
63

3.23%
9

5.38%
15

 
279

43.53%
121

16.55%
46

23.02%
64

8.99%
25

7.91%
22

 
278

42.45%
118

17.27%
48

24.82%
69

7.91%
22

7.55%
21

 
278

40.28%
114

18.37%
52

26.50%
75

3.89%
11

10.95%
31

 
283

37.77%
105

19.78%
55

26.98%
75

8.99%
25

6.47%
18

 
278

34.88%
98

22.42%
63

21.00%
59

12.10%
34

9.61%
27

 
281

33.45% 29.09% 22.18% 7.64% 7.64%  

  5 4 3 2 1 TOTAL

Protecting water resources

Maintaining existing fire services

Maintaining trash pickup services

Keep taxes at or near present levels

Preserving wildlife habitat

Maintaining road conditions

Maintaining curbside recycling services

Preserving public access to water resources

Protecting environmentally sensitive areas (such as wetlands, steep
slopes, and dunes)

Internet access

Improving road conditions

Maintaining existing police services

Protecting and enhancing the local food supply

Maintaining existing public facilities

Cell phone access

Controlling nuisance activities (such as noise, and accumulation of
junk, rubbish, or garbage)

Affordable housing

Community health

Improving curbside recycling services

Preserving agricultural lands for farming activities

Access to child care

Improving existing fire services

Providing new fire services (such as an ambulance)

Locating alternate funding for desired improvements
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30.18%
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21.45%
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6.55%
18
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31.16%
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17.75%
49

26.09%
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36

11.96%
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29.71%
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21.01%
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83

8.70%
24

10.51%
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276

26.07%
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22.50%
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11.43%
32

20.36%
57

 
280

24.46%
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34.89%
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26.62%
74

7.91%
22

6.12%
17

 
278

22.91%
63

24.73%
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28.00%
77

10.91%
30

13.45%
37

 
275

21.86%
61

23.66%
66

29.03%
81

13.26%
37

12.19%
34

 
279

21.61%
59

17.58%
48

30.04%
82

10.99%
30

19.78%
54

 
273

19.49%
54

23.47%
65

37.91%
105

10.47%
29

8.66%
24

 
277

18.05%
50

9.75%
27

27.08%
75

14.80%
41

30.32%
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16.18%
44

15.81%
43

31.25%
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15.81%
43

20.96%
57

 
272

14.95%
42

21.35%
60

33.10%
93

14.95%
42

15.66%
44

 
281

12.81%
36

14.59%
41

31.67%
89

17.08%
48

23.84%
67

 
281

4.68%
13

14.75%
41

35.25%
98

15.83%
44

29.50%
82

 
278

4.32%
12

3.60%
10

23.02%
64

17.99%
50

51.08%
142

 
278

# COMMENTS DATE

1 Creating more job opportunities - no more businesses
Locating alternate funding - depends on
what these improvements are
Senior services - depends on what those services are

9/29/2025 12:18 PM

2 I keep mentioning Internet and cell service because it is so bad. It needs to improve.
Limit to
deny industrial manufacturing and or mining. No sales of water.

9/25/2025 4:52 PM

3 The wording in some of these suggestions is ambiguous. . . . .makes it difficult to answer. .
.be careful in your wording!

9/14/2025 8:29 AM

4 I'm pretty happy with the services this township provides, I don't see the need for providing
new public facilities. Maintaining what we have is important. The police and fire services don't
appear to need improvement, they seem good to me, but I'm only one person and I don't
interact with them much. I think attracting business is important, if they're small businesses
run by local people.

9/12/2025 8:45 PM

5 The "dollar stores" have a severe negative effect on the charm of Chocolay. 9/12/2025 2:31 PM

6 Recycling... I wouldn't mind bringing recycling to the township. (Like we do for glass) If that
means saving money on sending trucks out to pick it up. Short term rentals.... I think residents
should be able to rent their property if desired, but if housing is in short supply because of too

9/11/2025 3:41 PM

Improving existing public facilities

Improving existing police services

Improving trash pickup services

Anticipated risks due to climate fluctuations

Senior services

Providing new public facilities

Attracting young families

Limitations for development because of water supply issues

Creating more job opportunities in the Township

Lowering taxes and decreasing services

Inadequate water drainage or flooding

Attracting more businesses

Attracting more residents

Raising taxes for new / improved facilities or services

Increase in short term rentals
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many short term rentals, then that is not good. Allow people to rent a room in their house or in
an accessory dwelling unit as this would generally not take away housing from residents.

7 Sometimes our garbage or recycling is not picked up from the curbside and we don’t know why 9/9/2025 4:49 PM

8 Winter road maintenance -- please avoid unneeded salting and scraping of BARE roads. This
is a frequent problem on Lakewood Ln and is leading to a premature decline in the longevity of
the newly resurfaced roadway.

9/7/2025 4:39 PM

9 Do not let huge corporate entities into the township. Also our police officers are sort of dicks. 9/5/2025 4:20 PM

10 Need a Chocolay Township Senior Center 9/5/2025 6:24 AM

11 "Affordable" is a relative term. Measurable terms need to be used, such as AMI of the area.
This is data-driven, not emotional.

9/3/2025 2:34 PM

12 The question "inadequate drainage or flooding" doesn't fit the available responses. Inadequate
drainage doesn't appear to be a problem in the township. Flooding seems to be a problem at
the mouth of the Chocolay only due to ice build-up. A regulatory solution should be sought.

8/31/2025 10:03 PM

13 Would be great to have residential fiber network for internet purposes. 8/31/2025 8:45 PM

14 I would like to see short term rentals allowed ONLY in owner occupied residences, but not
regulated beyond that. That would be a huge opportunity for residents to capitalize on the
area's tourism, rather than letting that money be siphoned out of the community by global-
scale hotel chains.

8/30/2025 11:43 AM

15 We need to look forward to maintain and improve our living environment. We have the benefit
of large spaces that are available to meet future developments.

8/29/2025 6:46 PM

16 The soccer field and paths behind it are always nicely maintained as is the ball field. Would
like to see the path around the ball field plowed in winter for walking.

8/28/2025 5:35 PM

17 Improving the fire station? Seriously? 8/28/2025 4:04 PM

18 I would be willing to have a small increase in taxes if major improvements were made. 8/28/2025 1:28 PM

19 Once natural areas are destroyed, they can never be fully recovered. We also need to protect
natural areas, especially small wetlands, and strongly enforce or expand setbacks, buffer
zones, and zoning restrictions along shorelines, rivers and flood areas. We are having 100 year
floods every couple of decades. The "it's never flooded in my lifetime" mentality needs to go.

8/28/2025 10:40 AM

20 Very satisfactory garbage/recycling, so improvements are lo priority, if responses seem
inconsistent

8/26/2025 9:43 PM

21 I do NOT wish to be on public water. I wish to be able to continue as is. I am quite happy with
things the way they are.

8/26/2025 7:57 AM

22 Would like us to be able to throw away items no longer in use or old as every other township
has. Or combind with Marquette . it costs alot of money to throw away items such as couches,
beds, shovels rakes hoses etc. Harvey is terrible in not providing this. it has always been very
important to be able to clean up my properties.

8/25/2025 5:14 PM

23 DO NOT ALLOW MINING IN OUR TOWNSHIP!!!! 8/23/2025 6:48 PM

24 Atv use for recreational purposes in residential areas should not be tolerated. It creates
unnecessary nuisance noise.

8/22/2025 3:41 PM

25 There is no fire hydrant on Brewer road. Fire trucks must drive to Chocolay downs road and
backtrack to access our area. A entrance east of golf course would help

8/22/2025 3:13 PM

26 Sustain the rural nature of twp. 8/21/2025 3:11 PM

27 It would be great to have a monthly or quarterly type of rubbish drop off such as all surrounding
municipalities have!!!!!!

8/20/2025 11:41 AM

28 For thé record ambulances are separate from the fire services……. Even if the fire service
provides the manpower and building space for it. It would require new certifications for many of
the personnel at the fire hall and would require renewals every 2-3 years depending on cert
levels.

8/20/2025 8:15 AM

29 taxes should be relative to the services fulfilled to the residents and the quality 8/19/2025 10:17 AM
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30 Climate change will
Affect us, the answer is not more development of habitat and more
people/traffic. Taxes increasing to preserve the rural feeling, invest in climate change solutions
and outdoor spaces for the the residents. I am part of a young family was was attracted to this
area because of it’s proximity to work in Marquette but it’s quiet and rural
Nature.

8/18/2025 7:48 PM

31 The focus should be on preserving and creating public access to nature. Protecting habit,
including providing education at nature spots. The chocolay river, the upper peninsula land
conservation areas, the trail, and our parks are huge reasons to live here. Mybgysbans and I
just started our family - we picked Harvey because it is quieter, has more nature, and is not
developing every square inch like Marquette. And it’s been fun to see more young families
move in. In order to foster that environment- more traffic with increased development, short
term rentals, and pushing business/tours would drive us out. I live by cherry creek school and
it already feels too busy traffic wise to walk my child to school which would be a huge benefit
to have. Folks around me feel very strongly against pushing us in the direction if Marquette.
We don’t need development for the saw of development, some things are more important like
preserving nature (what makes the UP so enjoyable and unique to begin with) and creating a
safe area for the residents to enjoy. Focus should be on improving what we have, creating
nature access and education, and encouraging residents to be more active in the care of our
township.

8/18/2025 2:45 PM

32 A community center for all, seniors as well as all residents for recreation also would be
beneficial to our aging community. I am confused about the garbage question. I thought WM
handled our garbage and I pay them.

8/17/2025 11:04 PM

33 We need a public beach and playground 8/14/2025 11:01 AM

34 No one wants topay higher taxes, but I would rather pay taxes for fire, police, ambulance,
facilities, public rec areas and protection of water resources and natural areas than generate
the revenue through new commercial and residential development.

8/13/2025 2:00 PM

35 While virtually no person wants a raise in their taxes I am in favor of property tax increases
when it is for the public good of the township.

8/13/2025 9:33 AM

36 Lower property taxes for seniors to allow them to continue to live in their homes 8/11/2025 12:47 PM

37 It would be helpful to have natural gas available in the more rural areas.
It seems there would
be a need to have a balance of businesses, residents, services, and rural areas for the
township to be able to sustain growth while maintaining the current population and services.

8/9/2025 4:07 PM

38 The township can have these things while still having a country charm. It’s honestly pretty
appalling that so many if not all of the township provides their own private septic systems this
close to Lake Superior. When it comes to protecting the lakes, rivers, the environment and
quality of life for future generations, the government has to take action and not leave these
decisions to individuals who may not understand the importance of doing so. I’m a vegetarian
for health reasons and there are zero options for organic foods and vegetables despite the fact
that most of the farms that are in the township are represented at the farmers market and food
co-op. We need to take care of ourselves, each other and the elderly and invest in ourselves,
we are worth it. Having services and activities for the elderly is important because we will all
utilize those programs in our lifetime.

8/9/2025 1:57 PM

39 PLEASE have a professional researcher (NMU?) review your survey next time. There are
several poorly worded and confusing questions that will invalidate your results.

8/8/2025 7:24 AM
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Q17
In your opinion, which of the following are appropriate uses for
Township-owned property?

Answered: 275
 Skipped: 51

Expanding
recreation uses

Leasing land
for public use

for food...

Forest
management

(tree sales)

Leasing land
for alternative

energy...

Leasing land
for

communicatio...

Selling excess
land
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46.15%
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47.99%
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43.38%
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48.16%
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8.46%
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27.24%
73

47.76%
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25.00%
67
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21.64%
58

38.43%
103

39.93%
107

 
268

20.52%
55

47.01%
126

32.46%
87

 
268

17.05%
45

26.52%
70

56.44%
149

 
264

9.26%
25

36.67%
99

54.07%
146

 
270

# COMMENTS DATE

1 Limit commercial use No space port 9/25/2025 4:56 PM

2 Again. . . . Misleading questions: "selling excess land". What is considered "excess land"?
Selling it to whom and for what purpose?. . . I cannot answer that without more information.

9/14/2025 8:38 AM

3 I don't see why most of these leasing options would increase taxes unless you're buying more
property for these purposes.

9/12/2025 9:00 PM

4 Selling land in what sized parcels? 9/12/2025 2:36 PM

5 These are difficult to answer. The township has many different pieces and different types of
residences.

9/11/2025 3:41 PM

6 No wind, solar, geothermal, communication towers or cryptomining plants near my
neighborhood!!!
40 years ago, we built our home in Chocolay Township because of the natural
beauty and quiet in our neighborhood and we would like to keep it that way.

9/6/2025 4:21 PM

7 Green energy is tough. I think it can be done well on a smaller scale. Personally I’d prefer a
few smaller ones to one giant one.

8/30/2025 2:21 PM

8 Retain the "excess land" for potential public use. Bonus: private entities can't use it to erect
more structures...

8/29/2025 8:23 PM

9 Keep the land, “they ain’t making any more of it.” Leasing or selling lands for current and
unforeseen developments is an investment—seek the ongoing return with controlled use with

8/29/2025 7:01 PM

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Yes Yes, with n… No

Leasing land
for commercial

use

  YES YES, WITH NO TAX
INCREASE

NO TOTAL

Expanding recreation uses

Leasing land for public use for food production (such as a community
garden or public greenhouse)

Forest management (tree sales)

Leasing land for alternative energy structures (such as wind, solar, and
geothermal)

Leasing land for communication towers

Selling excess land

Leasing land for commercial use



2026 Master Plan Survey

72 / 119

minimal impact on the environment. I don’t see wind and solar having an appropriate return for
the investment and detracting appearance.

10 Alternative energy structures, communication towers, and sale of land need to be on a case by
case basis. They may be fine if they can be done in a way that minimizes habitat destruction
and impacts to neighborhood quality of life.

8/28/2025 10:56 AM

11 I am not aware of any excess lands, so these answers may be skewed. 8/26/2025 9:57 PM

12 Honestly, I don't know that we really need any of this. It sounds like more of our beautiful
natural look and trees will be cut down for all of this.

8/26/2025 8:03 AM

13 DO NOT ALLOW MINING 8/23/2025 6:53 PM

14 We should be very careful about selling 'excess land' and how we determine what is 'excess'.
When / if excess land is considered for sale, it should be subject to the concerns of
sustainability and community earlier highlighted. Similarly when it comes to leasing land for
various commercial purposes - this should all be done with careful balance and an eye toward;
environmental impact, overall 'balance' of commercial vs. community activities, and a goal of
preserving quality of life and quality of land.

8/23/2025 8:35 AM

15 ??? 8/22/2025 9:45 AM

16 NO wind farms or Solar!!!! 8/22/2025 8:44 AM

17 Keep excess land for future generations. 8/21/2025 3:19 PM

18 We should be investing in alternative energy ourselves, with our land, not becoming more
dependent on the leadership of Corporate energy such as DTE, where executives are
capitalizing for gross personal gains, and meanwhile we have folks that can't afford their
utilities. And the folks who keep the energy network functioning barely make a living wage.
Example. DTE Energy's CEO, Jerry Norcia, made $12,592,002 in total compensation for the
year 2024. This figure includes salary, bonuses, stock options, and other forms of
compensation, according to a report by ERI Economic Research Institute. His base salary was
$1,340,000, with the rest of the compensation coming from various other sources. DO NOT put
that control into the hands of DTE or others for-profit or those acting in the manner of for-profit
rather than for people in the community. We have an energy crisis alongside and deeply tied to
the utilities we depend on. Supposed non-profits with tax-exempt status, abusing citizens and
communities. The misappropriation of funds, claiming to be for maintaining infrastructure, is
built on lies, at the people's expense. We should be investing in alternative energy ourselves,
with our land here in the township independently or as a co-op, investing in assets of clean
energy, and then reaping in the increased value of our property and the sale of our reserve of
energy stored. Fortunately, we have our current energy needs addressed via the MQT Board of
Light & Power alongside Alger Delta Co-op. However, we need cleaner energy now! I clipped
the statistics on DTE as a cautionary reminder, NOT to get into bed with the criminals directing
operations below the bridge. In particular, when they are trying to sell the UP a shitty deal by
buying or leasing land to them. Leasing or selling off of Township property can not be done
without thorough background research on all the players, their track records, and beyond being
able to 'just turn a profit'. As well as putting protections from abuse and misappropriation in
solid contracts, written to protect our community, and resources.

8/19/2025 12:55 PM

19 Keep excess land for preserved habitat if it’s not already a cleared commercial lot and share
with people why that’s important) or create public access to enjoy it. Development for
development sake is what will degrade our community character and make it a less attractive
place for the people who enjoy the more rural feeling.

8/18/2025 7:52 PM

20 Refer to my previous comment. We lose more than people realize with development for
developments sake. Focus on nature, safer roads/more trails. Land leased should not result in
habitat loss. Residents enjoy all the nature we have.

8/18/2025 2:56 PM

21 Just leave it alone. 8/14/2025 12:55 AM

22 Forest management within reason and appropriate usage - not clear cutting. Anything that
results in revenue (leasing or selling trees) should not effect our taxes.

8/13/2025 2:39 PM

23 The UP cannot keep relying on timber and mining. Learn from history. Selling excess land is
more of a maybe in my opinion based on contingencies of the land use. Selling land to an
investor that will provide a community garden or any other things the township needs but
cannot provide through the tax base. I will also add that we moved here from Marquette

8/9/2025 2:20 PM
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because it’s NOT Marquette. Marquette is getting superrrrr lame, has too high of taxes for very
little return in services, and is very overpriced with businesses not compensating appropriately
for the continued increases. Marquette is now just as expensive as living in Lake County
Illinois, just north of Chicago but no one here is making Chicago wages. It’s tough to say what
the right answer is or how to find the balance between generating taxes for the township,
providing & maintaining services, and providing jobs and clean quality of life.
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Q18
Listed below are current recreation opportunities available in the
Township.Please indicate if you or any member of your household would

like to see the recreation opportunity continued in the Township.
Answered: 275
 Skipped: 51

Biking /
walking trails

Hiking /
nature trails

Boat / canoe /
kayak launch

(no motor)

Playgrounds
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Cross-country
ski trails

Restroom
facilities

Open space

Snowshoe trails

Fishing / ice
fishing
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Swimming areas

Baseball /
softball fields

Fishing pier

Picnic
locations

Boat with
motor launch

Ice skating /
hockey
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Soccer fields

Basketball
courts

Small bed
community

garden

Covered
pavilion

Pickleball
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Township
meeting rooms

Disc golf

Tennis courts

Primitive
camping

Outdoor
volleyball

courts
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0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Yes Maybe No Don't Know

Hunting

Kayak locker

Horseshoe court
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91.18%
248

4.04%
11

3.68%
10

1.84%
5

 
272

88.85%
239

6.32%
17

3.35%
9

1.86%
5

 
269

83.82%
228

9.19%
25

4.78%
13

2.57%
7

 
272

81.34%
218

14.55%
39

2.99%
8

1.12%
3

 
268

75.37%
205

12.87%
35

8.82%
24

2.94%
8

 
272

75.75%
203

17.91%
48

4.10%
11

2.99%
8

 
268

74.72%
201

15.61%
42

6.32%
17

3.72%
10

 
269

72.76%
195

15.30%
41

9.33%
25

2.99%
8

 
268

69.52%
187

14.87%
40

10.78%
29

4.83%
13

 
269

69.78%
187

19.03%
51

8.58%
23

2.61%
7

 
268

68.38%
186

15.07%
41

9.93%
27

7.35%
20

 
272

66.91%
180

18.22%
49

10.78%
29

4.09%
11

 
269

67.16%
180

22.39%
60

8.21%
22

2.61%
7

 
268

65.31%
177

22.51%
61

8.86%
24

4.06%
11

 
271

62.83%
169

23.05%
62

10.41%
28

4.46%
12

 
269

61.19%
164

22.39%
60

12.69%
34

4.48%
12

 
268

60.59%
163

20.07%
54

13.01%
35

6.69%
18

 
269

57.78%
156

27.78%
75

10.74%
29

3.70%
10

 
270

56.72%
152

29.10%
78

10.82%
29

4.10%
11

 
268

54.44%
147

24.44%
66

15.93%
43

5.19%
14

 
270

54.89%
146

26.69%
71

12.78%
34

6.39%
17

 
266

53.73%
144

22.39%
60

16.04%
43

7.84%
21

 
268

50.75%
136

26.49%
71

19.78%
53

4.85%
13

 
268

43.66% 27.99% 22.01% 7.46%  

  YES MAYBE NO DON'T KNOW TOTAL RESPONDENTS

Biking / walking trails

Hiking / nature trails

Boat / canoe / kayak launch (no motor)

Playgrounds

Cross-country ski trails

Restroom facilities

Open space

Snowshoe trails

Fishing / ice fishing

Swimming areas

Baseball / softball fields

Fishing pier

Picnic locations

Boat with motor launch

Ice skating / hockey

Soccer fields

Basketball courts

Small bed community garden

Covered pavilion

Pickleball

Township meeting rooms

Disc golf

Tennis courts

Primitive camping
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117 75 59 20 268

43.07%
115

34.46%
92

15.73%
42

7.12%
19

 
267

41.26%
111

22.68%
61

30.11%
81

6.32%
17

 
269

30.37%
82

26.67%
72

30.74%
83

12.22%
33

 
270

28.25%
76

31.97%
86

30.11%
81

10.41%
28

 
269

# COMMENTS DATE

1 No new camping primative or glam 9/25/2025 4:56 PM

2 These activities are all fine, as long as they can be accomplished while also lowering taxes 9/10/2025 8:33 AM

3 Any chance we can get a list of all these current resources ? Some were new to me! 9/9/2025 4:55 PM

4 Playgrounds are a particular weakness for the township at the moment; however we're so
spread out I'm not sure it's worth the investment - playgrounds work best when kids come
together on them.

9/7/2025 10:10 AM

5 Recreation is one of our best amenities in Marquette county. It will help attract young and
healthy people. Also fight against obesity. Please keep supporting!

9/5/2025 4:25 PM

6 So much of this section can be done easily and cheaply. Improving/ allowing hiking trails and
water access is a great way for the community to engage with nature without tax increase.

8/30/2025 2:21 PM

7 Need more pickleball courts 8/29/2025 11:01 AM

8 I was unaware of most of the resources listed above. I checked the Chocolay website under
recreation. When I clicked "soccer" it took me to SSA- perhaps it should list the available
soccer fields nearby. I used the search function and found a list of all of the amenities from a
2014-2018 conservation plan. I had no clue Chocolay already maintained so many amenities.

8/28/2025 12:19 PM

9 We need more designated pickleball courts 8/26/2025 7:45 PM

10 I love the chocolay recreation area to walk and run my dog. I think there should be someone to
facilitate or be a mentor for young people in the summers. It is being wasted.

8/25/2025 5:25 PM

11 Ice skating / hockey is a brilliant idea. There is a shortage of ice availability every single year.
Chocolay Township could have a huge revenue stream with a couple sheets of ice. I really
don't think more tennis and pickleball courts are needed with so many others in the community.
Same with baseball fields.

8/24/2025 11:14 PM

12 DO NOT ALLOW MINING! 8/23/2025 6:53 PM

13 The facilities at the Silver Creek rec area are GREAT just need some updating near the tennis
courts, basketball courts could be added and/ or upgraded. Teens in my neighborhood have
been looking for a basketball court with lights so they can play as it gets darker earlier in the
fall.

8/21/2025 1:30 PM

14 Honestly anything that is a public resource, preserves some nature, and helps folks enjoy the
outdoors. The meadow and trails at beaver grove park and the fields are a true gem. Good for
people, habitat, and animals. Projects like that should be the goal on land. I can not say
enough that the development of our forests as open land has been so depressing to see. And
creates more traffic.

8/18/2025 2:56 PM

15 I am unaware that the Township has a covered pavilion, primitive camping, or swimming areas-
unless one considers the areas where people jump in the river by Lakewood lane.

8/17/2025 11:11 PM

16 PLEASE update/upgrade the playgrounds. We currently take our toddlers to Sands Township
playground because it is MUCH nicer than anything Chocolay Twp has.

8/13/2025 9:29 PM

17 This is all so important! We love the ice/hockey rink! 8/13/2025 2:05 PM

Outdoor volleyball courts

Hunting

Kayak locker

Horseshoe court
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18 The campgrounds that are currently here are just fine. People (general public) don’t understand
what primitive and dispersed camping is. People who visit think it’s like the BLM and it’s not.

8/9/2025 2:20 PM

19 It seems to me that many more people are biking and walking today than playing soccer.
Those fields in Beaver Grove are very seldom used, but the bike path has residents every day
of the year. Logically, we should build more trails and paths. Pickleball, too! The disc course is
used a lot also.

8/8/2025 7:31 AM
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Q19
Listed below are recreation opportunities currently not available in the
Township.Please indicate if you or any member of your household would
like to see the listed recreation opportunities provided in the Township in

the future.
Answered: 274
 Skipped: 52

Small bed
community

gardens

Additional
non-motorized

trail...

Using school
facilities for

basketball /...

Pre-school or
early childhood

recreation...
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Small
neighborhood

park

Senior citizen
recreation
programs

Mountain
biking trails

Youth programs
(such as dance,

art, and...

Sledding hill
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Outdoor
concerts

Community
events

Off-leash dog
park

Community
recreation

center

Indoor public
spaces for

community /...

Large bed
community
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gardens

Outdoor movies

Summer camp
programs

Adult fitness
/ aerobics

classes, wei...

Historic sites
and museums

Aquatic /
splash park
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Outdoor
swimming pool

Additional
motorized trail

connections

Geocaching

3-D archery
range

Inline skating
/ roller

blading trails
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Skateboarding
area

Equestrian
trails

BMX biking

Cricket

Bike polo
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Yes Maybe No Don't Know
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60.97%
164

22.30%
60

14.50%
39

2.23%
6

 
269

59.55%
159

24.72%
66

13.86%
37

1.87%
5

 
267

56.88%
153

29.00%
78

10.78%
29

3.35%
9

 
269

56.55%
151

24.34%
65

13.86%
37

5.24%
14

 
267

56.77%
151

28.95%
77

12.41%
33

1.88%
5

 
266

55.76%
150

29.00%
78

12.27%
33

2.97%
8

 
269

55.02%
148

21.93%
59

21.56%
58

1.49%
4

 
269

54.48%
146

32.46%
87

11.57%
31

1.49%
4

 
268

53.90%
145

26.02%
70

17.47%
47

2.60%
7

 
269

51.85%
140

29.26%
79

18.15%
49

0.74%
2

 
270

48.51%
130

35.45%
95

13.06%
35

2.99%
8

 
268

46.47%
125

26.02%
70

24.16%
65

3.35%
9

 
269

45.76%
124

32.47%
88

19.19%
52

2.58%
7

 
271

43.87%
118

36.06%
97

15.99%
43

4.09%
11

 
269

38.89%
105

38.15%
103

18.52%
50

4.44%
12

 
270

36.60%
97

29.43%
78

31.32%
83

2.64%
7

 
265

33.46%
90

35.69%
96

24.54%
66

6.32%
17

 
269

29.89%
81

38.38%
104

28.41%
77

3.32%
9

 
271

30.00%
81

39.26%
106

23.33%
63

7.41%
20

 
270

28.89%
78

23.33%
63

44.44%
120

3.33%
9

 
270

29.21%
78

21.35%
57

47.94%
128

1.50%
4

 
267

28.15%
76

19.63%
53

50.37%
136

1.85%
5

 
270

25.19%
67

33.08%
88

31.95%
85

9.77%
26

 
266

20.00% 29.63% 42.96% 7.41%  

  YES MAYBE NO DON'T KNOW TOTAL

Small bed community gardens

Additional non-motorized trail connections

Using school facilities for basketball / volleyball

Pre-school or early childhood recreation programs

Small neighborhood park

Senior citizen recreation programs

Mountain biking trails

Youth programs (such as dance, art, and gymnastics)

Sledding hill

Outdoor concerts

Community events

Off-leash dog park

Community recreation center

Indoor public spaces for community / private gatherings

Large bed community gardens

Outdoor movies

Summer camp programs

Adult fitness / aerobics classes, weight training

Historic sites and museums

Aquatic / splash park

Outdoor swimming pool

Additional motorized trail connections

Geocaching

3-D archery range
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19.85%
53

29.59%
79

43.07%
115

7.49%
20

 
267

19.85%
53

33.33%
89

42.70%
114

4.12%
11

 
267

16.67%
45

35.19%
95

41.11%
111

7.04%
19

 
270

10.78%
29

29.37%
79

51.30%
138

8.55%
23

 
269

6.02%
16

18.42%
49

65.41%
174

10.15%
27

 
266

2.99%
8

17.91%
48

64.93%
174

14.18%
38

 
268

# COMMENTS DATE

1 mountain bike trails - Marquette has them
snowmobiles + motorized vehicles bring alot of
revenue

9/29/2025 11:53 AM

2 Most of these are available in town 9/25/2025 4:56 PM

3 Most of these are available in Marquette, which is not far away. I would rather drive there than
have programs in the Harvey area.

9/25/2025 10:25 AM

4 I think the whole Marquette area is in desperate need for an off-leash dog park. People bring
their dogs off leash where it's not allowed, and it's extremely annoying and inconsiderate. I
think part of the problem is the lack of dog parks.

9/12/2025 9:00 PM

5 Great ideas! 9/10/2025 3:13 PM

6 Seems we can do much of this with existing infrastructure. Providing more value for what we
pay in property taxes

9/9/2025 7:29 PM

7 Also additional xc ski trails - like if we could somehow on iron ore heritage trail safely
alongside snowmobiles.
Love the idea of neighborhood park and youth programming / meet
ups

9/9/2025 4:55 PM

8 Splash pad would be a great idea with limited liability to the twp compared to a pool 9/9/2025 3:31 PM

9 As long as none of the activities are in our quiet neighborhood. 9/6/2025 4:21 PM

10 I love how to community of Skandia manages a baseball league for families in the area. It
would be great if Chocolay could provide perhaps soccer or another sport option for local
families.

8/28/2025 12:19 PM

11 These will draw a lot more people, which will be more building up and less trees and privacy
and rural aspects. They are nice, but they are the tip of the iceberg and if these come in,
where do they end?

8/26/2025 8:03 AM

12 I appreciate that Anytime fitness is in our community.i wouldhate to see it leave. 8/25/2025 5:25 PM

13 DO NOT ALLOW MINING IN OUR HOME 8/23/2025 6:53 PM

14 Open Roads to side byside use. 8/22/2025 6:34 PM

15 Swimming pool please 8/21/2025 11:34 AM

16 Indoor swimming pool- yes! WE need year-round access. Obesity is a real problem, and the
buoyancy of water can help people stay active with less impact. Which factors on individual
well-being which turns into community well-being <3 Also, we need as many things we can do
indoors year-round, to help us stay/ get FIT
Outdoor pool- only maybe, I prefer Lake Superior,
but a pool is safer for learning to swim, little kids, seniors, and more family-friendly (bonus...
usually bug-free too).

8/19/2025 12:55 PM

17 Sands has done a nice job with their community area. It is often busy, and used by a large 8/19/2025 12:01 PM

Inline skating / roller blading trails

Skateboarding area

Equestrian trails

BMX biking

Cricket

Bike polo
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demographic (kids at playground/aduls and seniors playing pickleball etc....)

18 Again anything that improves recreation and community for resident and especially if it helps
preserve our nature/habitat from more commercial and housing development.

8/18/2025 2:56 PM

19 Large spaces for public gatherings; but not for private gatherings. 8/17/2025 11:11 PM

20 If the township could contract with using existing school facilities for organized recreation this
would be an ideal solution.

8/13/2025 9:37 AM

21 With so many bikers in Harvey, it'd be nice to have a mountain bike trail to the south trails 8/12/2025 8:38 PM

22 Wonderful ideas 8/9/2025 2:20 PM
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45.22% 123

43.01% 117

10.29% 28

1.47% 4

Q20
How important do you think it is for the Township to fund
improvements for recreation facilities and opportunities?

Answered: 272
 Skipped: 54

TOTAL 272

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Very important

Somewhat
important

Not important

Not sure

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Very important

Somewhat important

Not important

Not sure



2026 Master Plan Survey

94 / 119

Q21
Additional comments or concerns regarding recreation in the
Township

Answered: 37
 Skipped: 289

# RESPONSES DATE

1 If you can do it without raising taxes, I'm all for it. 9/25/2025 5:11 PM

2 All of above are up to individuals to provide for themselves 9/25/2025 4:56 PM

3 Maintain what we have but don't need to add more 9/25/2025 10:25 AM

4 I think recreation in a community is a big part of why people enjoy being there, along with a
sense of community.

9/12/2025 9:00 PM

5 I would like to see a recreation authority work with Marquette City to share and piggy back on
what is already available. We do need some in Chocolaty but we don't have the population to
support some of the opportunities that Marquette offers. We could help support and improve
the opportunities that already exist.

9/10/2025 7:16 PM

6 facilities and opportunities are not well advertised. The township could make some revenue by
organizing and hosting leagues for various recreational sports.

9/10/2025 3:13 PM

7 No tax hikes. Let’s find ways as a community and volunteers to make more happen and cut
wasteful spending. Multi use current infrastructure

9/9/2025 7:29 PM

8 It would be great to have all the current recreation resources listed somewhere. Also, Chocolay
bayou is awesome

9/9/2025 4:55 PM

9 Due to our long winters, monies spent towards winter recreation would be a better use of funds
than money spent on outdoor pool or splash park, especially considering our close proximity to
South Beach.

9/7/2025 4:55 PM

10 Love the community garden ideas 8/31/2025 8:49 PM

11 "Third places" for meeting and recreation are priceless and are what truly builds community.
Open space and nature are equally if not more important for quality of life, health, recreation,
and sense of place.

8/30/2025 11:47 AM

12 Thanks for this opportunity to provide input. This has been a fantastic place to live for nearly
50 years. Good luck.

8/29/2025 7:01 PM

13 I like that the community is quiet with no big box stores and tons of retail stores. If it was
developed like Marquette twp many people wouldn't want to live here anymore. More recreation
and parks for the residents. NO PUBLIC WATER OR SEWERS. Who wants to drink
chlorinated water? And making people hook up to the sewer system if their septic system has
to be replaced should not be allowed. People are living in the twp to get away from what the
citizens of Marquette city have to put up with. To many rules!

8/28/2025 5:45 PM

14 Will hot be Vito by for any further tax increases. It’s getting way too hard to raise our family in
this township.

8/28/2025 1:02 PM

15 The more time people spend in the township recreating, the better able they will be able to
support local businesses and encourage local dining options.

8/28/2025 10:56 AM

16 Get pickleball courts 8/27/2025 6:42 AM

17 Recreation opportunities are important, but expensive. Explore grants, corporate and
foundational donors. These can be popular projects to help sponsor and fund.

8/26/2025 9:57 PM

18 I wish the bike path went up to Juliet Street. 8/26/2025 11:10 AM

19 I would rather there not be a second subdivision starting in Harvey as, although the housing is
not great, the clearing of great swaths of trees is also worse. I like to have a little piece of a

8/26/2025 8:03 AM
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semi secluded area without it being built up the way Marquette is. Once things start, they keep
pushing forward, not stopping even when we lose what we had originally chosen this area for,
rural peace.

20 Upgraded playgrounds would benefit local families as well as attract families from outside the
area to come enjoy our community. Bike Trails/Pump Track would also be a welcomed addition
to the existing recreation areas offered.

8/26/2025 6:13 AM

21 Garbage needs to be addressed. It should be no fee. Or pay every 3 months. And not the cans
to pay for

8/24/2025 6:09 PM

22 DO NOT ALLOW MINING IN CHOCOLAY TOWNSHIP 8/23/2025 6:53 PM

23 There have been some seemingly 'quiet' happenings; such as the consideration of MINING and
the introduction of plans for medium to large scale campground & ORV operations that are
concerning. Also, the impact to our township's public access areas stemming from the
increased growth and tourism saturation down the road in Marquette are concerning. More and
more we see public beaches becoming increasingly crowded and a concerning increase in litter
and dumping.

8/23/2025 8:35 AM

24 Most residents didn’t choose chocolay, it’s where the house was. They were sold on mqt
AREA public schools, which needs to be mqt AREA public recreation.

8/23/2025 8:22 AM

25 Fix the other two Silver Creek courts for additional pickleball access and put windscreen in the
fence.

8/22/2025 10:35 AM

26 Survey users/uses of existing facilities and if not be used than either eliminate or fix problems
with facilities.

8/21/2025 3:19 PM

27 Recreation is very important and something every resident seems to take part in. The disc golf
course at silver creek is utterly essential, unique, and a spot my family and I enjoy almost
daily. Please protect and enhance the recreation area at silver creek!

8/21/2025 1:30 PM

28 Pool please 8/21/2025 11:34 AM

29 Pickleball is booming. It would be nice to at least repair Silver Creek's barricaded courts to
allow for more access. Perhaps Superiorland Pickleball would be willing to contribute to a
project like this?

8/19/2025 12:01 PM

30 Keep it going! We love the trails, Chocolay access, parks, and would love to see more! 8/18/2025 7:52 PM

31 Dredging of the mouth of the Chocolay River would he great to be able to better utilize the
marina

8/13/2025 9:29 PM

32 pickleball is far more popular than tennis. A lot of people play disc. biking is most popular of all
- both for commuting into marquette and for fun

8/12/2025 8:38 PM

33 A lot of people go to Mqt for things so having our own is expensive and may be duplication 8/12/2025 8:05 AM

34 regulate and limit development 8/11/2025 12:53 PM

35 The township seems to be doing a good job of trying to expand recreation offerings to appeal
to a broader population rather than select groups.

8/8/2025 8:57 AM

36 Recreation should be forward-thinking. Look to exemplary communities like Bentonville, AR for
guidance

8/8/2025 7:31 AM

37 We live by Lions Park and use it's skating rink, basketball court and trails often. We have a 3-
generation family that all use it, so I feel it's sufficient for our needs.

8/5/2025 10:35 AM
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Q22
Please indicate your level of support for the following
regulations.Please rate on a scale of 1 to 5, with 5 equal to Very supportive

and 1 equal to Not supportive.
Answered: 264
 Skipped: 62
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Requiring
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# COMMENTS DATE

1 controlling the number of inoperable cars - if visible from the road
limiting outdoor storage of
accumulated junk - if visible from the road

9/29/2025 11:55 AM

2 I think the set back of 100 feet from lakes and streams is a great idea for water quality and
minimizing the potential future issue of installing shoreline protection to protect structures,
which destroys the shoreline essentially.

9/12/2025 9:10 PM
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  5 4 3 2 1 TOTAL

Controlling alterations to the dunes along Lake Superior

Controlling the number of inoperable cars and other scrap parts that
can accumulate outdoors on a property

Limiting outdoor storage of accumulated equipment and junk

Requiring structures to be set back 100 feet from lakes and streams

Requiring removal of dilapidated, unsafe structures

Requiring screening / fencing / vegetative buffers for outdoor storage
of accumulated equipment, scrap metal, and junk

Requiring larger lot widths along streams and lakes (to limit impact on
water quality)

Requiring basic property maintenance (exterior)

Limiting the number of accessory buildings
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3 I have a thought, consider raising taxes on properties that harbor accumulating junk, unsightly
messes, etc and lower taxes on those of us that have e done our best to keep our properties
and yeads neat and eye pleasing.

9/11/2025 4:49 PM

4 I think the priority is the water. So structures should be setback far enough that lake and river
are able to have its normal, fluctuating water levels and wetland buffer zone. Accumulated junk
is an issue if chemicals are leaching into the groundwater. Or if wetlands are filled in in order to
accommodate the junk. Screening/fencing not helpful. Just makes it out of sight. But it is still
there.

9/11/2025 3:42 PM

5 for cars/scrap: it does depend on where the property is located and if there is adequate
screening from the road/neighbors.
for accessory buildings: depends on where the property is
located in the twp

9/10/2025 3:20 PM

6 I generally support environmental quality and water quality regulations, but many people have
legacy properties with limited options for where to put structures, wells, etc encase of
destruction or degradation of existing legacy structures; regulations should accommodate that
situation

9/7/2025 10:20 AM

7 Sitting vehicles is a tough one for me. Maybe someone’s a mechanic and has a couple cars
for scrap, I mean if they’re in the backyard and there’s some screening, it wouldn’t bother me

8/30/2025 2:24 PM

8 Of course I would like to see junk removed or screened and properties maintained, but to some
degree I think these things need to be incentivized and helped with, not just made punitive. For
example, someone should not be penalized if they cannot afford to maintain their house in a
certain way. It would be nice if there could be programs or grants for people who need
assistance with maintenance. Also, many people resist maintenance and upgrades when it will
raise their property taxes, so this is disincentivized in the tax structure. I will add that as a
young family/first time homebuyer (in Marquette, not the township), it was very disheartening
how poor of condition the homes in our price range were. I think it's unfair that people can let
homes go into such poor condition, and pass the buck onto whoever buys it later. It is a catch
22 when you can't afford to maintain the homes that are the ones you can actually afford to
buy. This is an issue I think deserves attention.

8/30/2025 12:00 PM

9 Chocolay does nothing in our neighborhood but bother people for nonsense! Maybe they should
start putting their foot down in the subdivision on south big creek. It’s embarrassing!

8/28/2025 2:02 PM

10 The rural UP is not a neat and tidy place usually, we are used to and accepting of messy
lawns. Protecting our lake and dunes is of utmost importance, and we should be concerned of
pollutants coming downstream from the old Sawyer airbase for public and environmental health
reasons.

8/28/2025 2:00 PM

11 Encouraging preservation of native plants and control of invasive plants. 8/28/2025 11:06 AM

12 Need some enforcement, but need careful balance to avoid excessive infringement on property
uses.

8/26/2025 10:04 PM

13 I think we would have less accumulated equipment and junk if Chocolay township would do as
other townships do in assisting their citizens in the elimination of said junk!!!

8/25/2025 5:31 PM

14 If you're going to "control" the number of inoperable cars, you should help people to get rid of
them, which I am in support of.

8/24/2025 2:51 PM

15 DO NOT ALLOW MINING 8/23/2025 6:56 PM

16 Would rather have the site cleaned up than fenced off to hide junk cars etc. 8/23/2025 1:22 PM

17 The TWP does not currently enforce the ordinance dealing with inoperable junk cars, parts,
tires, trash, and sheds that are not to code on properties within Chocolay Twp. If annual or
semi-annual inspections were done, these aforementioned conditions would not exist. How
could anyone driving down Lakewood Lane miss the filth at the TPs? I challenge the Chocolay
Twp. Board with our Twp. Zoning Officer to stop and look at the TP's on Lakewood Lane. I
mentioned this in the last survey, yet it has gotten worse. Note: the couple who manage, not
own, the TPs are nice, friendly people. But they need guidance from the Twp. to improve that
property.

8/20/2025 3:41 PM

18 A lot of junk in yards and garbage not being disposed of. 8/19/2025 7:17 PM

19 We NEED beach access NOW! Build the damn stairs again!
And DO NOT fill the beaches with 8/19/2025 2:27 PM
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big ass rocks. Erosion is part of nature. Sorry to those who bought homes on the lake without
considering that, that is their lack of weighing the consequences of waterfront property.
Marquette is manipulating nature, and if you look closely, it's tied to shady business dealings,
quid pro quo. Such a gross use of funding. But hey, when you get "matching funds" from here
and there, how can you say no? (eyeroll) Each of those "matching funds" comes each with its
own set of terms and strings attached. So after many undisclosed meetings, public
whitewashing, digging, blasting, moving rocks, roads, and paths. New "nature" is being
"finished," and private condos being built are getting a private beach. At an extreme cost and a
very large carbon footprint, that takes away from the organic environment and beauty of our
great Lake Superior. We have a bunch of windbags patting themselves on the back for their
good work "saving the road and path from being washed out each year. If those funds could
only have been put into affordable housing or mental health and rehabilitation for residents
SMH ...so many selfish, heartless people.
The way this survey is worded is so subjective to
the education of the responder. I do not like the vaugeness of the scenarios.
Example
"Controlling access to the dunes along LS" What does that even mean to whoever wrote that?
I can interpret it multiple ways, so the accuracy of the survey is skewed. So my answers are
here... do nothing to the shoreline, DO NOT put rocks in like Marquette. Instead, think outside
the box- build "smart" stairs or a ramp of sorts. Something that can be removed seasonally,
allowing both residents and visitors to enjoy our beautiful sugar sand and Lake Superior. So if
by controlling you mean providing bathrooms, a water pump and a floating dock(s) for
removable and seasonal access, then yes, I support that. I do not support "controlling the
dunes" by bringing in rocks or placing more barriers in places where we lose access to the
natural elements, we live with and need to coexist with. Lake Superior is healing water, and we
need healing! Our spirit needs it! Don't let that be bought and sold!
Our planet is only reacting
to the shitty treatment it has received by the poor choices of our predecessors, and the greedy
shitheads of today, when there are bigger storms, seiches, and surges to the big Lake. If the
road gets washed out or needs to be moved 20 years from now or even 5, it'll be worth it to
preserve the natural flow of our water, and remember to respect our home, our planet, by not
messing with the things so many need to appease so few.
I understand 'one's trash is
another's treasure'... and some don't want to see 'things end up in a landfill', and before they
know it they are buried in what some would call 'junk'. The regulations should be centered
around SAFETY and Environmental concerns. Too many rusty cars, etc.= pollution to ground
water. We should be able to regulate that. If there's an unfinished "project vehicle ( parts from
1or more of the same/similar to fix or create another, it must follow environmental saftety
mitigation practices. Tarp over and under securely so that rust or fluids arent seeping into the
ground. THe tarping will protect it until they are able to finish their project and remove any parts
not needed or of useful ness. We also could provide mental health support for those, who don't
know how they got to that point. Often it's a result of conditioning; if we can help residents get
beyond their personal walls, we have a better and safer, and stronger community.
I propose we
take a different approach to support having a healthy community by creating a position and a
line item in the budget for a Chocolay Township Psychologist. One community members can
reach out to when in need, for any number of reasons: grief, substance abuse, domestic
abuse, or for relationship and family support. Additionally, to support our Police and Fire
departments in times of distress and turbulence. We need to work on our current problems,
rather than deflecting, only to create more issues before they end up BURIED... in "junk", 6'
under, or stuck, unable to thrive. Just think how the Township would benefit by 'taking the bull
by the horns', giving it a look it in the eyes, looking to see what they really need, to get to the
root of their problems. Think about it... SERIOUSLY. This positive & proactive act can be part
of community regulation, as an alternative to fines, which often only exacerbate the person's
(or families) problems, illness or abilities. A Township Psychologist can diffuse and help folks
course correct.
Let's set up Chocolay Township folks for success and healing, rather than
failure and fines and public shaming. In turn, we get a healthier and happier place to call our
community and home. Not only that, it provides solid infrastructure for our community's mental
health, making property more appealing and the values of our property higher, for a few pennies
on each tax bill. It seems a no-brainer to me.

20 In an ideal world everyone would keep up their properties, but we have to keep cost and ability
in mind too.

8/18/2025 7:58 PM

21 100% focus should be on protecting our natural resources 8/18/2025 3:01 PM

22 I believe we have regulations that address most of the above issues in regard to regulations
now. What is basic property maintenance. I am sure that means different standards to different
people. The dunes are not being protected and people that have not lived along the lake for a
long time have no idea of the impacts that are likely to experience.

8/17/2025 11:24 PM
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23 Lack of upkeep of some of the homes on Lakewood Lane, and other areas, detracts from our
community. Broken down cars parked on lawns, junk accumulation and storage in yards,
commercial trash dumpsters in yards all detract from the neighborhoods.

8/14/2025 4:08 PM
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Q23
How do you rate the quality of public services and facilities within the
Township?

Answered: 264
 Skipped: 62
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# COMMENTS DATE

1 Patrol speeders on side roads more often. 9/11/2025 5:41 PM

2 I am actually not that familiar with the township trails and rec sites. I live on a seasonal road
so we handle our own road maintenance. I wonder if residents who have services like water,
sewer, electricity, and plowed roads pay the same rate of taxes as someone like us who does
not benefit from these services? Most of the new services and facilities would benefit
residents in the suburban areas of the township. I think there could be different tax rates
because of this.

9/11/2025 3:42 PM

3 I'm not aware of that many trails. There are some at Silver Creek and there's the gravel road by
Lions Field... are there more? The gravel trail that runs parallel to 28 (North Country Trail) is in
variable condition. East of Kabawgam Road is not good for biking or running; excessive loose
gravel. The trails at Lake Lavasseur are very sandy and can be difficult to bike. All of the
cross country skiing signs and maps have been removed as well.

9/10/2025 3:20 PM

4 Atv/utv accessibility 9/9/2025 7:34 PM

5 Re: roads. Please do not deteriorate the roads by over-salting and scraping of bare roads. This
happens more than is reasonable.

9/7/2025 5:03 PM

6 Do not support expansion of sewer system. What exists is excellent. This answer does not
also endorse expansion.

8/31/2025 10:15 PM

7 I absolutely love the Bayou Nature Preserve and its interpretive signs, I go there frequently. I
love that the Iron Ore trail goes through the township, although as a non-motorized user it is
very difficult in winter to enjoy these trails due to fear of speeding snowmobiles. One reason
we didn't buy our home in the township was that the snowmobile traffic would have prevented
us from enjoying nearby trails in the winter, and the noise pollution would have driven me
crazy.
The beach access points are beautiful but so close to the highway that they are my
absolute last choice to ever go to- I wish there was more buffer away from the busy road. I am
just trying to be honest for whatever it is worth, but I do want to thank you for all of the natural
access and preserved space that you have and to please beg for that to be a strong priority
moving forward!

8/30/2025 12:00 PM

8 I absolutely do not want sewer or public water systems forced on areas that have existing
septic and wells. My well has some of the purest and best tasting water in the world and I do
not wish to give that up.

8/30/2025 8:44 AM

9 Need Atv trails and access 8/28/2025 7:57 PM

10 We have meeting facilities? 8/28/2025 11:06 AM

11 How about we build more horse/bike/walking trails instead of buildings so that people actually
want to come spend time here?

8/24/2025 2:51 PM
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12 DO NOT ALLOW MINING 8/23/2025 6:56 PM

13 sewer system: cannot comment on the maintenance but the cost to commercial properties is
hugely disproportionate

8/23/2025 1:22 PM

14 Our township police are very wonderful and hard working. 8/21/2025 1:31 PM

15 Outstanding job by our police and fire departments. I thank them for their service. 8/20/2025 3:41 PM

16 I don't understand why the Township has a nice meeting facility that was recently improved
however the Twp uses the fire hall for all their meetings. Its a smaller room, not as well
equipped and I can see how it may cause issues for the Fire Dept. Why can't you go back to
the real meeting facilities?

8/20/2025 11:59 AM

17 Some roads including green garden are in very poor shape 8/19/2025 9:11 AM

18 Roads quality wise are fine - Cherry creek, 490, 28, and 41 have a lot of dangerous driving
more recently. One of my concerns with increasing large retail development and housing is
increasing that amount of traffic. There are way too many people trying to walk the roads and
wildlife for the how much speeding and unsafe passing occurs.

8/18/2025 7:58 PM

19 The township should commit to evaluate the actual costs of the sewer system on an annual
basis. This will prevent a large percent increase in costs to those who pay a sewer bill.
Separately all residents should not be subsidizing the operation of the sewer system as we
have for the last 4 years, with general fund money having been shifted to pay for the sewer
system. As a result of this transfer of general fund money the township board has now
proposed a milage, which they say is needed for police and fire services.

8/17/2025 11:24 PM

20 Pretty sad when people from out of the area know about the chocolay cops and that you're
going to get pulled over because you went 1 mph over the speed limit. Too much policing is as
much of a problem as no policing.

8/13/2025 9:34 PM

21 I don't have a lot of experience with the fire dept and minimal experience with police. 8/13/2025 2:09 PM

22 Need ORV access to homes; please adopt the Marquette County's ORV ordinance 8/11/2025 3:24 PM

23 I busted myself pretty good at the beaver creek field the other day. Huge ruts at home plate.
Roads are awful on 41 through Harvey.

8/9/2025 2:23 PM

24 Iron ore trail is true gem. 8/8/2025 8:59 AM

25 We do not have access to a public sewer system. 8/5/2025 10:38 AM
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Q24
Which one of the following statements best represents your views
toward Township taxes and services?

Answered: 266
 Skipped: 60

TOTAL 266
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I am undecided.

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

I realize that some small property tax increases may be necessary, within reason, to provide a few additional services
or community facilities.

Keeping taxes low is important, so we should not add any new services or facilities if it means raising taxes.

Chocolay Township should offer similar services and facilities as the surrounding communities and I am willing to pay
higher property taxes, if necessary, for those services and facilities.

Lower taxes, which may require reducing public services.

I am undecided.
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Q25
Would you support the placement of a cell phone communications
tower near Green Garden Road?

Answered: 266
 Skipped: 60

TOTAL 266

# COMMENTS DATE

1 More towers, yes please. Mandate Internet providers access the already installed fiber optic
cables and offer fairly priced secured reliable Internet service.

9/25/2025 4:59 PM

2 Indifferent 9/12/2025 9:10 PM

3 more internet is not needed, wi-fi is not good for the environment 9/12/2025 6:55 PM

4 depends how this improves service 9/12/2025 2:04 PM

5 No, current coverage is fine. 9/11/2025 9:20 PM

6 I would need to know where specifically. Any resident who would be able to see the tower
should have to approve it.

9/11/2025 3:42 PM

7 Is it on Green Garden or on 41? I do not support it on Green Garden Road, Greenfield Road, or
Mangum Road.

9/10/2025 3:20 PM

8 To much electromagnetic EMF I 9/9/2025 7:34 PM
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9 Since we live at the bottom of Green Garden Hill, on South Big Creek Road, it depends where
you plan to place the tower. Our cell phone service is poor so we would appreciate any
improvement in service. But we don't want to be living near or looking at a cell phone tower.

9/6/2025 4:31 PM

10 Towers have a massive negative impact on property values and many people do not want to
live near them. Many people are very happy to have limited or no service.

8/30/2025 12:00 PM

11 In 20 years such a tower may not be necessary, but for now improved service is important.
And at the time it is no longer needed—like the fire tower—it should be removed.

8/29/2025 7:08 PM

12 I do not fully agree to the current use of some taxes and feel that those could be lowered to
accommodate for new services, if needed/desired.

8/28/2025 12:59 PM

13 You would have to give me more information. 8/25/2025 5:31 PM

14 The cell service is fine and 5G is toxic. 8/24/2025 2:51 PM

15 DO NOT ALLOW MINING 8/23/2025 6:56 PM

16 I don't have enough data to answer that question. I would, if it would give cell service to my
home location. I wouldn't, if it wouldn't change anything.

8/23/2025 1:22 PM

17 assuming it improves coverage throughout the township, yes. 8/23/2025 8:38 AM

18 Do not live near Green Garden road. Can’t make that decision. 8/22/2025 8:58 AM

19 Need better cell coverage! 8/21/2025 3:23 PM

20 Also need one down silver creek road Verizon service is near zero 8/21/2025 11:08 AM

21 We get excellent cell service anywhere in Marquette County. The question is, do we need
another tower? I would also like to know what the property owners in that area want.

8/20/2025 3:41 PM

22 Cell service is awful 8/19/2025 7:17 PM

23 Do the residents on Green Garden Road want this? Would this be replacing the one off of
Silver Creek Road? Or an additional one? Do we really need it? How many residents will it
directly affect? What is the projected cost?
What is the projected life of the tower?
Environmental concerns?

8/19/2025 2:27 PM

24 It depends how it is constructed and the impact to the residents in the immediate area, as well
as the money that the township would receive from the construction of a tower. In addition, I
would like the township to require in any agreement they would enter for such a towner to allow
other services to use the tower.

8/17/2025 11:24 PM

25 No opinion on this as it's not "in my backyard." We currently have excellent cell
communications.

8/14/2025 4:08 PM

26 I'm not aware of the impacts of such a tower so I can't opine. 8/13/2025 2:09 PM
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Q26
How much would you be willing to pay each year to improve the
services and provide funds for projects in the Township?

Answered: 260
 Skipped: 66

TOTAL 260

# COMMENTS DATE

1 To retain population stop raising taxes 9/25/2025 4:59 PM

2 Our taxes have gone up in leaps and bounds in the 7 years we have lived here. We havent
really seen any improvements to reflect that increase. We have to call many many times over

9/14/2025 8:45 AM
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I am undecided.
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a year or so to get our road graded. Finally when the potholes are huge they will come.. . .so to
pay another fee makes no sense to me at this point.

3 Without telling us what the funds go for , you are asking for a blank check. This should be
decided through proposals and voting.

9/11/2025 9:20 PM

4 While I am willing to pay more for services and projects, to fully answer this question, I would
need to know what the money is going towards. I am much more likely to be happy about
spending money on services that I support. Without knowing the details, I cannot give a
specific extra amount that I am willing to pay.

9/11/2025 9:13 PM

5 You need to be more specific on how you will raise the money 9/11/2025 7:07 PM

6 Which projects? If it's for something like water or sewer, then the residents who will be using
those services should pay for it. I already paid $35,000 for a well and septic system. I am not
interested in paying for other people's well and septic. So this question is impossible to answer
without knowing which services or projects are being considered.

9/11/2025 3:42 PM

7 Probably the higher end if the services were good and the projects were in line with my survey
responses.

9/10/2025 3:20 PM

8 I like the idea of rasimg funds vs raising taxes. Local businesses could and I’m sure would
partner to help the community w/o tax hikes

9/9/2025 7:34 PM

9 When citizen's funds are used; a public vote should be required. 9/7/2025 5:03 PM

10 I'm content with the status quo, but I'm willing to pay more to make it possible for people to
live and work in the community rather than having long commutes or inflated housing prices.
Livability is more important than recreational opportunities.

9/7/2025 10:20 AM

11 I’m happy to contribute to the greater good of the community. 9/5/2025 4:28 PM

12 Hard to answer really depends on the project. As long as it is not trying to push thru sewer and
water
I would be supportive of the things I said yes to.

9/3/2025 8:53 PM

13 There is no access to terrestrial broadband still on Orchard lane. Only wireless options exist
which are sub standard compared to other wired options.

9/2/2025 8:54 AM

14 Vague question...it depends 8/31/2025 5:53 PM

15 Too vauge. Do not support expansion of septic nor design of public water supply. Happy to
support projects centered around the community of Chocolay such as Beaver Grove Park,
community events, etc.

8/31/2025 5:32 PM

16 I am not against taxes or tax increases in all cases, but the only things I'd be willing to pay for
are preservation of natural space, outdoor recreation, and community building spaces. Please
no subsidizing of big box stores, hotels, and commercial properties. Please don't increase the
footprint of services if that means taking on debt and increasing taxes, it is not necessary.
Please develop densely in the already developed corridors to prevent this.

8/30/2025 12:00 PM

17 I am willing to pay to preserve the excellent quality of life and freedom we now enjoy in the
township. I think adding a free junk disposal day (no questions asked) or two throughout the
hear would help keep our community blight free.

8/30/2025 8:44 AM

18 I’d possibly pay more if the improvements were important enough. It would depend. 8/28/2025 9:23 PM

19 We pay enough 8/28/2025 2:02 PM

20 Depends on the service. 8/28/2025 12:21 PM

21 It depends on the project or service being proposed. Some couple hundred dollars, others
nothing at all.

8/26/2025 10:04 PM

22 DO NOT ALLOW MINING IN OUR TOWNSHIP 8/23/2025 6:56 PM

23 I have to go with that answer because the way the question is asked, it makes it seem as if I
am willing to raise my taxes in general, which I am not interested in.

8/23/2025 1:22 PM

24 This question is poorly written. Specifically, what projects are you asking for funding for? If the
project is worthy, I wouldn't have a problem paying additional money.

8/20/2025 3:41 PM

25 I would be willing to pay a reasonable about more for reasonable improvements. 8/20/2025 11:59 AM
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26 If the improvements are for safety, health, non-invasive, and low impact...I can figure out a
way to pay more. I am not willing to pay additional taxes for infrastructure to the community
that does not fit those parameters.

8/19/2025 2:27 PM

27 It would depend on what the project was 8/19/2025 9:11 AM

28 Let’s not follow Marquette - no hotels, unaffordable
Condos, housing, and more big box retail
that do not pay their fair share of taxes back tot he community. The dollar store feels like a
misstep. Would have loved to have seen that church become a locally owned, small business.

8/18/2025 7:58 PM

29 It depends on what services or projects would be selected. 8/18/2025 3:32 PM

30 Taxes can put a public good when utilized appropriately- so I am willingly to support increases
if we see improvements for our residents. A more accessible report would be great - flyers are
probably more costly, but it would be great to find a few paths of engagement for residents
(email newsletters, flyers, ect.) I was really happy to see the survey reminder on 41.

8/18/2025 3:01 PM

31 I'd be willing to pay much more than $150 to improve services. 8/14/2025 9:52 AM

32 If it meant curbed development, I'd pay. 8/13/2025 2:09 PM

33 Maintain what we have. Aren’t we already paying enough 8/12/2025 8:09 AM

34 It depends what the projects were. I would want to know and vote ahead of time. 8/9/2025 9:35 AM

35 It would depend on the service and how important it is to me as to how much I would be willing
to agree to annually pay.

8/5/2025 10:38 AM
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Q27
How do you get information on what is happening in the Township?
Select all that apply.

Answered: 261
 Skipped: 65

Total Respondents: 261  

# OTHER DATE

1 TV 6 9/25/2025 4:59 PM

2 brochures, etc. 9/25/2025 10:11 AM

3 Mail a newsletter to residents 9/12/2025 2:38 PM
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4 Township meetings 9/11/2025 9:21 PM

5 Gas station 9/11/2025 12:30 PM

6 via firefighters and the electronic sign 9/7/2025 9:53 PM

7 Wish I had a newsletter or email 9/5/2025 4:29 PM

8 I feel like there used to be a mailed newsletter. I’d like to receive a newsletter (again). 8/28/2025 9:27 PM

9 Social media and a monthly email are highly necessary. 8/28/2025 2:04 PM

10 Please please please push information out to the community on social media and emails. 8/28/2025 11:09 AM

11 Board members 8/26/2025 7:29 PM

12 I saw the posted sign. 8/26/2025 8:08 AM

13 It would be nice to be reminded to look up information at the chocolay web site as you do on
your billboard on Silver Creek road by your offices.

8/25/2025 5:35 PM

14 DO NOT ALLOW MINING IN CHOCOLAY TOWNSHIP!!!!!!!!!! 8/23/2025 6:57 PM

15 local media and independent news sources 8/23/2025 8:40 AM

16 Uncensored Committee of Women Facebook Page 8/21/2025 11:44 AM

17 Currently there are poor Chocolay Twp. communications with the residents and the public. This
Master plan review is one example. No-one in the Twp. notified me. A neighbor told me. Yes,
word of mouth. That is why the numbers of survey results are always low. Again, no-one
knows. Why doesn't the Twp. send residents or property owners e-mails monthly of what is
happening in the community? So simple. The Twp. website does not work. Why should people
have to go to the website weekly to see what has changed? An email is efficient and most
appropriate! Give people an opportunity to sign up for a "Chocolay Twp. Monthly e-news" (e-
mail). If people tire of it they can opt out. Lastly, some property owners, yes, tax payers, are
not located here and most of the communication options above do not work fo them (message
board, staff, officials, TV, message sign, etc.).

8/20/2025 3:50 PM

18 Love the township hall sign! Would love a monthly or quarterly email newsletter residents can
sign up for (and encouragement to do so!)

8/18/2025 8:01 PM

19 Believe I'm on the township Facebook page but rarely see information posted. We don't watch
local television programming. We're only in the township hall when paying taxes 2x year.

8/14/2025 4:09 PM

20 Can the township email us? I don't use Facebook 8/12/2025 8:39 PM
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Q29
Please add your additional master plan comments or concerns.
Answered: 85
 Skipped: 241

# RESPONSES DATE

1 There are questions that were unclear. Like box questions. I'd pay higher taxes for some things
but not others. There was no way to indicate this.
I worry about becoming like Marquette
Township. I'm opposed to more development. I'm worried M-28 will become a business center.
I already hate how much development there is.

9/29/2025 12:25 PM

2 If the Chocolay leadership is serious about making the township more appealing to tourists and
others wanting to relocate they should first look at the most obvious eyesores. Those sites
include M28 E, US 41, and of course the bike path. For example, the Industrial site along the
bike path behind the old Varvil Center is very discusting to anyone walking or using the bike
path. The old Varvil Business Center sites are discusting to anyone driving on M28 East.
Shaws old gas station needs some attention as well as Pete LaRues old store site. Lastly, the
old Blondeau Trucking Business site behind the Dry Dock should be organized better, maybe
with privacy fencing. I think Steve Naglekirk would have expert opinions on how to make these
sites not so offensive to eye appeal.

9/29/2025 11:30 AM

3 1) keep residential areas - residential
2) no mining in residential areas
3) Keep view corridors
open.
4) Build a bridge over highway near Twp Hll or down by ACE, etc. area.

9/29/2025 10:48 AM

4 Not everyone can be a resident of Chocolay Township so don't deminish the atmosphere and
character of the township trying to make it a place for everyone

9/29/2025 10:36 AM

5 I would like to get more info from the township without having to use social media. 9/25/2025 3:23 PM

6 if an outside person or company is asking about land in an owners property owner should be
notified by the Township.

9/25/2025 3:11 PM

7 No more stores like Dollar General please! Yes to businesses like Nagelkirks, Heritage Motors,
Snyders that are unique + local. I love the horse farm in Harvey along 28/41 - the pretty
buildings + horses add alot of character to that area.

9/25/2025 10:28 AM

8 The quality of our roads is my main concern. 9/13/2025 9:18 AM

9 Please be fiscally responsible. Prioritize maintaining essential infrastructure and emergency
services, improve when necessary. Recreation opportunities are nice. Everything else is just
bonus and not as important.

9/12/2025 9:14 PM

10 Need to figure out how to figure out a way for atv,s to have at least a path through chocolay
township or better yet access to Gas stations hotels and stores

9/12/2025 8:36 PM

11 I moved here for a "small" community feel. I'm more concerned with quality of life things than
appearance things. Improvements should be made to help those who live here and not to draw
more tourists/large corporations to the area.

9/12/2025 9:38 AM

12 No more cheap big box dollar stores or auto parts stores please. 9/12/2025 7:36 AM

13 Survey felt long but for a master plan the information is needed. 9/11/2025 9:21 PM

14 An email regarding upcoming meetings, agenda would be beneficial. 9/11/2025 8:35 PM

15 I think I would save the township oodles of dollars if we didn't send the fire department out for
every single traffic incident...... Our million dollar fire trucks shouldn't leave the bay unless
they really are needed. I see a lot of waste outside looking in. Maybe the department of
government efficiency could lend you all a hand down there.

9/11/2025 12:30 PM

16 If we wanted to live in Marquette, we would. Chocolay township is a great place for folks who
want to be close to Marquette, but still have some property and a rural feel. Expanding internet
access and improving road conditions would be my two biggest priorities for the Township.
Recreation expansion would be next.

9/10/2025 3:22 PM

17 I question how many know about this survey? I found out from a friend. Everyone within the 9/9/2025 7:37 PM
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township should be privy and part of the conversation. Nothing in here about old outdated
ordinances. How do go about reviewing resections ??

18 Can we please pay with credit card or autopay for bills (taxes and sewage)
Also please
continue with glass recycling and brush drop off

9/9/2025 4:58 PM

19 Please consider municipal water supply for the Kawbawgam road residents 9/9/2025 3:45 PM

20 I am looking for relaxing livestock restrictions in residential areas especially bees, meat
rabbits, and ducks.

9/8/2025 6:28 AM

21 Thank you for considering my opinions 9/7/2025 9:53 PM

22 No Sand Mining!!!! 9/7/2025 5:34 PM

23 I would like to see Chocolay provide an environment for hard working families to settle here,
put down roots, raise children here and contribute to the success of our community.

9/7/2025 5:08 PM

24 I'd like Chocolay Township to continue to be a community of neighbors, and economic
development opportunities are beneficial only if they serve that goal. I want tourism to support
our community, not define it.

9/7/2025 10:22 AM

25 Thank you for the opportunity to contribute my feelings to the Master Plan. 9/6/2025 4:33 PM

26 As I said earlier it would be nice to have a metal dumpster and a place to dump branches and
brush (like Gwinn does) for the summer only.

9/3/2025 8:59 PM

27 The township should be working with LOCAL developers and investors to improve properties
adjacent to the Highway and be open to mixed-use and/or apartment housing. What
programs/tax incentives can be offered for new development that would improve curb appeal?

9/3/2025 2:42 PM

28 An extension of the bike path down US 41 would add a lot of safe access to the surrounding
bike/walk path infrastructure.

9/2/2025 8:55 AM

29 The first two questions in the 2021 survey that documented the importance of rural character
and should have been included in this survey rather than a confusing question about how to
define rural character. It would have been interesting to use essentially the same questions as
the 2021 survey to document trends.

8/31/2025 10:27 PM

30 Currently there is enough diverse areas for people to live. If they want to live in a neighborhood
they can do that. If they want to live in the country and have more peace and quiet and not be
able to see you neighbors they can do that. I would like to see it stay that way and areas of
clustered housing developments occur in places that already have similar density in houses
and have been identified as areas of housing growth. Also, the open spaces should stay that
way and do not change the zoning that would allow an individual to come into the area and
develop a multi unit neighborhood in an area that has been designated as open space and
where the current landowners all have large pieces of land that serve to keep the area natural
and peaceful.

8/30/2025 7:21 PM

31 This is one of the best surgery’s I’ve ever seen 8/30/2025 2:24 PM

32 I am very encouraged to see some great and insightful questions and optional answers on this
survey, I hope Chocolay's master plan can prioritize stewardship of natural resources above all
else and make smart financial decisions that benefit residents and build community. I am a
huge follower and proponent of Strong Towns, check it out! (www.strongtowns.org)

8/30/2025 12:02 PM

33 Keep Chocolay Township free. We choose to live outside of Marquette for a reason. Also
watch out for agenda driven people trying to tear the township away from its small town feel.
America is loosing its rural communities. We do not need forced low income housing. I am a
firm believer in the American dream, but the opportunities should come through hard honest
work not government intervention and taxpayer funding.

8/30/2025 8:55 AM

34 I live in the Township and love it here. I believe continued housing and business development
(in terms of new structures) will have a negative effect on our community. I don't want to lose
the essence of Chocolay. Marquette is making this mistake by allowing development in ways
that spoil it's experience, both tangible and intangible. Let's not do the same.

8/29/2025 8:43 PM

35 I think the idea of market place such as the Marquette Commons has merit for consideration.
It would encourage local production and buying; could serve as a craft outlet; and would
promote the concept of community.

8/29/2025 7:12 PM
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36 We move here from the city of Maruquette because of the rural nature of the township and
would like to see that preserved.

8/28/2025 9:27 PM

37 Need Atv trails and access 8/28/2025 7:58 PM

38 Please do not allow our twp to be commercialized. Keep it quiet with more recreational
opportunities for the citizens. And PLEASE do not even think about getting us public water or
sewers. Our well water is great. And there is no need for public sewer systems.

8/28/2025 5:51 PM

39 No mining. 8/28/2025 3:11 PM

40 Instead of Chocolay police harassing people constantly over dumb stuff,maybe they should
get after the dump yards on south big creek!

8/28/2025 2:04 PM

41 My top priorities are protecting the environment, limiting development, increasing local
businesses (restaurants, a small organic grocery store?), and keeping the rural charm of our
area.

8/28/2025 2:04 PM

42 The one to leave the residents of this township alone, enough with the tax raises & millages.
Try to find your township project from somewhere else. Enough families are struggling
immensely in our neighborhood.

8/28/2025 1:06 PM

43 Our township is incredibly varied in its neighborhoods and households. Any plans that benefit
one demographic invariably have negative to no effect on other demographics. I feel that less
control/rules and more funds diverted to services is wiser in this circumstance. Using energy
and efforts to bring together many different people will increase our community atmosphere. If
someone wants a controlled HOA-style community, they can likely find it elsewhere.

8/28/2025 1:04 PM

44 Marquette is it's own problem. Sands township is a better example of where chocolay should
be heading. Don't cost much, don't get much

8/28/2025 12:57 PM

45 Please no tower on green garden rd. Seems unnecessary as there is tower in beaver grove
down the hill

8/28/2025 12:44 PM

46 I am glad the rezoning effort failed. We need to preserve rural character, sparse development,
and large lot sizes. Once land is subdivided or developed, it rarely is made whole again.

8/28/2025 11:09 AM

47 We need Pickelball courts 8/27/2025 6:43 AM

48 Need to pursue a broader spectrum of commercial ventures for convenience of residents, but
also to help fund some of the amenities that survey responders claim they would like to see
developed or expanded, but don't want to pay for in taxes or user fees.

8/26/2025 10:11 PM

49 We need designated pickleball courts 8/26/2025 7:48 PM

50 Please remember we are a rural area and that is our beauty. We cannot be everything for
everyone and there will be people who will want more or less than whatever is decided upon. I
ask that you consider how built up Marquette has gotten in the last few years and how quickly
that had taken hold. We do not want to be Marquette. We wish to continue to remain a small
area that is not overrun with businesses and having more tourists than those who live here. I
value the trees, the night sky, the animal-life. I ask that you do as well. I wish to continue with
well-water. I am spoiled by city sewer, but appreciate it. Please do not overbuild or over crowd.

8/26/2025 8:08 AM

51 What mining is allowed near M28 east? Should not be near residential areas. 8/25/2025 9:08 PM

52 A way to throw away my old junk. I'm getting too old to have to drive it to waste management
and pay those very high prices.

8/25/2025 5:35 PM

53 Please consider eliminating short term rentals 8/24/2025 9:39 PM

54 Chocolay township is a satellite living area outside of Marquette. Most people work in
Marquette and come home to Chocolay for peace, quiet, and proximity to nature. It doesn't
need to be built into its own little city and should not be. Filling in the wetlands on the side of
M28 is a shame as is the selfish desire to line pockets by selling out to box stores that
degrade the fabric of our community and negatively impact ecosystems.

8/24/2025 2:53 PM

55 Don’t become Marquette. I love Marquette but chose not to live there. 8/24/2025 2:32 PM

56 I LOVE Chocolay Township just the way it is - a sleepy bedroom community adjacent to the
city. I feel that there is an adequate amount of property designated for commercial use. It is a

8/24/2025 1:27 PM
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welcome respite from the hustle and bustle of Marquette City where I work. Keep heavy
industry and business parks out.

57 DO NOT ALLOW MINING IN CHOCOLAY TOWNSHIP, EVER!!!!!!!!!!! 8/23/2025 6:57 PM

58 We live up here, not necessarily just Chocolay, for the recreational aspect the whole area
offers. A precious commodity. Be careful with the taxes...Chocolay is already at the upper end.

8/23/2025 1:48 PM

59 Thank you for putting this survey out there. I would be interested in closer participation. 8/23/2025 8:40 AM

60 Open roads to side by sides like near by areas 8/22/2025 6:37 PM

61 I have lived in Chocolay for over 60 years and love it. I also own 80 acres of "timber" land
separate from my house and have seen it improve over 40 years. I am trying to keep this land
and see it into the future.

8/22/2025 12:58 PM

62 Good luck. 8/22/2025 9:50 AM

63 When planning keep in mind on the older people that was raised here live on fixed income. 8/22/2025 9:36 AM

64 While I feel communities grow and change Marquette has done enough insanity for all of us.
Please approach us as a small tight knit community that wants to provide fair access and not
to one group like the fat tire bikers that feel they own the roads, woods and trails without
paying one cent to help. Some of us are not mobile enough and enjoy our UTV to enjoy the
outdoors. Providing some activities like community festivals so we don't have to go to
Marquette. As of now myself and many others go to Skandia, Gwinn and Negaunee to
celebrate fireworks, attend festivals etc because who wants to deal with Marquette....little
Traverse City.

8/22/2025 8:52 AM

65 The twp has been rural in nature and should stay that way. Especially in outlying areas.
Development should occur where services are.

8/21/2025 3:26 PM

66 More quality and affordable housing.. I need to move but don't have the resources to live in
Marquette proper, I'd like to stay within the township but I don't see that happening in the near
future. Otherwise, I'm very happy here with the proximity to trails and amenities. I would LOVE
to see art in the tunnel!! <3

8/21/2025 1:32 PM

67 This surveys questions were somewhat misleading and poorly written. 8/21/2025 11:44 AM

68 Thank you, Chocolay Twp. officials, for allowing me an opportunity to comment on our future
Master Plan. I was a GM HR/Labor manager, now retired for 17 years. We have owned
property on Lakewood Lane for 50 years. If you ever need help, ask. Thank you.
Best regards,
Bill Karas
End.

8/20/2025 3:50 PM

69 Attract businesses to the commercial district to generate additional revenue and keeping the
rural/farming areas private and single family

8/20/2025 2:22 PM

70 Poor wording leaves many results subject to various interpretations, unless the resident takes
the time to write a comment for clarification. Which is difficult to do when the survey is as long
as it is.

8/19/2025 2:32 PM

71 Thank you for your dedication to the township 8/19/2025 9:12 AM

72 Great questions that seem to be directing us in the directions my neighbors and I have
discussed. We really love this community, all the access to nature, the parks, and that feels
the most important. Along with improving pedestrian safety. It really is a huge reason my
family moved here and if it becomes more
Congested we would look to move completely. For
reference we’re a house of medical professionals and have a young child.

8/18/2025 8:01 PM

73 We don’t need to add a lot of things to make chocolay Township like Marquette. People can
just go there to get those things. If I wanted all the features of Marquette, I would’ve moved
there in the first place we prefer a quieter or small town less developed lifestyle. we have
enough traffic and busyness here already. We don’t need more.

8/18/2025 7:36 PM

74 Within the Township I believe we need: a laundromat, sheltered bus stops, to protect our
resources- so no development that will impact existing property owners ability to use their
water, a year round brush drop off would help with public safety and health-less burning and
debris in the lake -better fire protection with the installation of dry wells, public access to lake
superior, the Township to be more transparent and accountable. We need the master plan
written so that it is understandable. A concern is that people move to rural areas of our

8/17/2025 11:45 PM
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community because they like how it feels and looks and than they want to recreate a suburban
environment-and fail to protect our resources. I think the Township should increase the
distance for notification to residents for proposed zoning changes. 500' might be appropriate in
the "Village of Harvey" but not appropriate on Little Lake Road where there are larger parcels of
land. In single family residential areas I do not support second homes on those properties. We
already have the ability to have an ADU as part of our homes. I do support Tiny Homes and
believe they should be approved. If someone wants to live in a 500 sq foot home why should
anyone be concerned? A smaller building has a reduced impact on the environment-and allows
for more green space.

75 Please offer sewer/water to briarwood/480 neighborhoods 8/14/2025 10:58 PM

76 Please consider an historic Harvey district with rebuilt structures to create a small retail area
and magnet for activities. Somewhere near the old town that burned down on East Main Street.

8/14/2025 8:59 PM

77 A playground , a beach , more businesses. 8/14/2025 11:05 AM

78 Don't make Chocolay Marquette or marquette township, please, or I'll have to move to sands. 8/14/2025 1:00 AM

79 I don't think there should be equipment dealerships across the highway from the M28 turnouts.
Some of the most scenic views within our twp and someone is wrecking that with their chinese
mini excavator dealership right across the street. Seems very tacky and definitely does NOT
fit the character of that area or neighborhood. Guess sells on Facebook marketplace all the
time and even claims to be the only "authorized dealer" for these machines in the Upper
Peninsula. Also, please fix the stairs that use to be at all the M28 turnouts. The dunes are
being eroded away from people walking down to the beach and it seems such a shame to let
such a scenic gem as those beaches go to waste with a the "keep out" signs and fencing.
People obviously want to use these beaches.

8/13/2025 9:39 PM

80 Really want a coffee shop, ice cream shop, Co-Op type grocery, beach access 8/13/2025 8:03 PM

81 It was long but the questions were relevant. Thank you! 8/13/2025 2:10 PM

82 Good luck! 8/12/2025 8:09 AM

83 Please include natural gas for some areas in the Beaver Grove/County Rd 480 area if possible.
Thank you.

8/9/2025 4:37 PM

84 I believe that the Commission should reduce some requirements of developers when it comes
to residential subdivisions, especially in the Harvey area and that Lot Sizes in R-1 area should
be reduced as the original plat exercised a standard lot size of just 6000 square feet. The
smaller lot sizes allowed for more people to live within the community which would attract more
business and promote walking or bicycling instead of cars. An increase in density in Harvey
would allow in an increase in Tax base and commercial demand whilst retaining an overall
Rural identity in the rest of the township. The township should also look to realign the
intersection of East and West Main Street while also improving Baker Street North of
Fairbanks Street to allow for a better interconnected community.
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85 I love living in Chocolay Township. I appreciate the representatives continuing to make it a
great place to reside. We may not have the newest or the best trails, facilities, etc. BUT we
still have them all! I think property owners forget that the price of good living comes at a cost
and requires the minimal tax increase to make that happen. I commend Chocolay Township
Officers and Staff for doing their best to continue to make our community desirable. In my
opinion, slow and steady growth, as Chocolay has done, will retain the current population while
attracting new buyers looking to put down roots. The City of Marquette has invited many
seasonal property owners with their new developments out of a year-round resident's price
range. If Chocolay stays comprised of developments for year-round residents, the integrity of
the community stays communal, and I think collectively would agree to more improvements
benefiting the Township, such as public utilities or recreational upgrades, through tax increase.
I mean, you catch more flies with honey, right?:)
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