
 

Township Ordinances 
 

 

 

ORDINANCE 72 TOWNSHIP PROPERTIES 

The Charter Township of Chocolay ordains: 

1. PURPOSE 

The purpose of this ordinance is to: 

1. Regulate the use of Township public recreation areas and properties  

2. Provide for the enforcement of this ordinance 

3. Provide penalties for the violation of this ordinance 

2. DEFINITIONS 

Controlled Substance 

A drug, substance, or immediate precursor included in schedules 1 to 5 of part 72 of Michigan 

Act 368 of 1978, et. al.  

Motor Vehicle 

A vehicle which is self-propelled by means of an engine, including, but not limited to, all-terrain 

vehicles (ATVs), automobiles, boats, buses, construction equipment (such as bulldozers and 

front end loaders), electric vehicles, hybrid vehicles, logging skidders, motorbikes, motorcycles, 

off-road recreational vehicles (ORVs), personal watercraft, snowmobiles, trucks, truck tractors, 

and vans. 

Off-Road Vehicle 

A motor vehicle that can be operated cross-country (without benefit of a road or trail) over land, 

snow, and other natural terrain. This includes multi-track or multi-wheel vehicles; all-terrain 

vehicles (ATVs); motorcycles or related multi-wheel vehicles; amphibious machines (water-to-

land and back); hovercrafts; and other vehicles that use mechanical power, including two- or 

four-wheel-drive vehicles that are highway registered but operated off highways or roads. 

Reasonable control 

An animal that is leashed or kept in such a position as to be obedient to the commands or 

restraint of the owner or person having custody or control of the animal. 

Run at large  

An animal that is free of its enclosure and is unrestrained and is not under reasonable control. 

Service dog 

Any dog that is individually trained to do work or perform tasks for the benefit of an individual 

with a disability, including a physical, sensory, psychiatric, intellectual, or other mental disability. 
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Snowmobile 

A self-propelled motor vehicle designed for travel on snow or ice on a natural terrain that is 

steered by wheels, skis, endless belt tread or runners. 

Summer 

For purposes of this Ordinance, the months of April through November, inclusive. 

Township 

For the purposes of this Ordinance, the Charter Township of Chocolay, its properties, and its 

employees. 

Winter 

For purposes of this Ordinance, the months of December through March, inclusive. 

3. PROPERTY STIPULATIONS 

3.1 RECREATION AND PROPERTY AREA HOURS AND USE 

Recreation areas and properties are open from dawn until dusk during the summer and dawn 

until 9:00 PM (EST) during the winter. 

No person shall be allowed on any Township property between dusk and dawn, unless otherwise 

authorized by the Township or when attending a Township authorized meeting or activity being 

held at a Township facility. 

Township properties have posted hours of operation and shall be posted on the Township web 

site.  

No person shall operate a motor vehicle at a speed greater than 10 MPH on Township driveways 

or in Township parking lots. 

No person shall be allowed at any time, for any reason, on any Township property that is declared 

closed by the Township. 

No camping on Township properties except in designated camp sites. 

3.2 PARKING 

It shall be unlawful to park any motor vehicle except within designated parking areas on any 

Township property. 

Except when and where permitted by the Township, it shall be unlawful for any person to park or 

drive any motor vehicle on any Township property: 

1. On grassy areas 

2. Where official signs prohibit parking. 
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3. That blocks in part or completely any entrance, exit or driveway 

4. In any manner that disrupts or blocks normal traffic movement 

5. In any manner that encroaches upon more than one parking place 

6. From dusk until dawn unless prior Township approval is granted, or if the person is 

attending an approved Township activity 

7. That blocks a designated fire lane in part or completely  

8. In the Township administrative office parking lot for purposes other than Township business 

or an approved Township activity. 

Parking and driving restrictions shall not apply to authorized vehicles or emergency vehicles of any 

agency in the performance of agency duties. 

3.3 OFF ROAD VEHICLE / SNOWMOBILE USAGE ON TOWNSHIP PROPERTIES 

It is unlawful to operate, use or park any off-road vehicle or snowmobile on Township property 

except for a trailhead designed for such purpose to access a designated ORV, ATV, or snowmobile 

trail. 

3.4 RESERVATIONS 

A reservation shall be considered accepted for a Township facility when an application has been 

filed with the Township and the related fees have been paid. Fees shall include deposits for facility 

cleanup and entry key returns. 

A confirmed reservation date and time will be posted in advance at the reserved facility. 

A confirmed reservation takes precedence for the space being reserved. 

3.5 LITTERING 

It shall be unlawful for any person to deposit, scatter, drop or abandon on or in any Township 

property, any paper, bottles, cans, sewage, waste, trash, or other debris, except in receptacles 

provided by the Township for such purposes.  

Disposing of household waste or trash is prohibited. 

3.6 DOMESTIC ANIMALS 

All animals, other than cats or dogs, are prohibited on Township properties unless authorized by 

the Township. 

It shall be unlawful for any person or owner to allow any animal of any age to run at large. An 

animal need not be physically restrained but must be under reasonable control by the person 

responsible for the control of the animal. 
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Dogs and cats are not allowed within playground borders or areas that prohibit animals. A service 

dog accompanied by its owner shall be exempt. 

The handler bringing the animal into the park area is responsible for the removal of any 

defecation produced by that animal. 

3.7 ALCOHOL, DRUGS AND SMOKING 

3.7.1 Alcohol 

Consumption of alcohol on Township property is prohibited, unless previously approved by the 

Township. 

3.7.2 Tobacco Products  

No person shall vape or smoke any cigar, cigarette, pipe, or other substance on Township 

properties. 

3.7.3 Controlled Substances 

Use and possession of illicit controlled substances on Township property is prohibited. 

3.8 SOLICITING / ADVERTISING 

3.8.1 Offering Articles for Sale or Raising Funds 

No person shall offer for sale any goods or services or solicit or receive contributions of money 

or anything of value on Township property unless authorized by the Township. 

3.8.2 Advertising 

The erection or maintenance of any sign, bill, poster, placard, or card is prohibited upon 

Township property unless authorized by the Township. 

The distribution of any advertising matter, except as posted by the Township, is prohibited upon 

Township property unless authorized by the Township. 

3.9 LOST AND FOUND 

Items turned in or found on Township property will be turned over to the Township Police 

Department and held for 30 days before the items are disposed of. 

3.10 PENALTIES 

A violation of this Ordinance shall be deemed to be a civil infraction, and any person, firm, or 

entity found responsible therefore shall be subject to a fine of not to exceed five hundred dollars 

($500.00) for each offense. 

Each day or fraction thereof that a violation of this Ordinance continues shall constitute a separate 

offense after the accused is notified of the offense. 
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Any violation of this ordinance is declared to be a public nuisance per se, and in addition to the 

penalties specified here for such violation, the Township may seek to enforce compliance with the 

terms and provisions of this Ordinance by means of any and all other remedies or measures 

available to it by statute, ordinance, resolution, regulation, equity, or civil or criminal law. 

3.11 SEVERABILITY 

The phrases, sentences, sections, and provisions of this ordinance are severable. If any portion of 

this ordinance is found to be unconstitutional or otherwise unenforceable, it shall not detract 

from or affect the enforceability of the remainder of this ordinance. 

3.12 LANGUAGE REPEAL 

All other ordinances inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the 

extent necessary to give this Ordinance full force and effect. 

3.13 ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE 

This Ordinance shall take effect thirty calendar days following publication. 
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