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II.  Definitions and Diagrams 

Word or Phrase Definition  

A 

Abandoned sign 

(#34-21-03) 

A sign which for a period of at least 
ninety consecutive days no longer 
identifies or advertises a legal, ongoing 
business establishment, product, 
location, service, idea, or activity.  

 

Access A way or means of approach to provide 
vehicular or pedestrian entrance or exit 
to a property from an abutting property 
or a public roadway. 

 

Access management The process of providing and managing 
reasonable access to land development 
while preserving the flow of traffic in 
terms of safety, capacity, and speed on 
the abutting roadway system. 

 

Access point a) The connection of a driveway at the 
right-of-way line to a road. 

b) A new road, driveway, shared access 
or service drive.  

 

Accessory Means both subordinate and incidental 
to a principal use or structure. 

 

Accessory building or structure A building or structure customarily 
incidental and subordinate to the 
principal building and located on the 
same lot as the principal building. Except 
as otherwise permitted by this 
Ordinance, an accessory building or 
accessory structure shall not be used for 
human habitation. An accessory building 
shall comply in all respects with the 
requirements of this Ordinance 
applicable to the principal building.   

 

Accessory housing unit 

(#34-99-4) 

A complete, self-contained dwelling unit 
created within or attached to a 
permitted existing detached single-family 
dwelling that provides accommodations 
for the parent(s) or grandparent(s) of the 
owners-occupiers of the single family 
dwelling. 
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Word or Phrase Definition  

Accessory sign 

(#34-21-03) 

A sign which pertains to the principal use 
of the premises 

 

Accessory use A use which is clearly incidental to, 
customarily found in connection with, 
and located on the same lot as the 
principal use to which it is related. 

 

Agriculture Means the production of plants and 
animals useful to humans, including 
forages and sod crops; grains, feed crops, 
and field crops; dairy and dairy products; 
poultry and poultry products; livestock, 
including breeding and grazing of cattle, 
swine, and similar animals; berries; 
herbs; flowers; seeds; grasses; nursery 
stock; fruits; vegetables; Christmas trees; 
and other similar uses and activities.  

Agricultural use includes use in a federal 
acreage set-aside program or a federal 
conservation reserve program. 
Agricultural use does not include the 
management and harvesting of a 
woodlot. 

 

Antenna A device used to transmit and/or receive 
radio or electromagnetic waves between 
terrestrially and/or orbitally based 
structures for the purpose of 
communication. 

 

Apartment A suite of rooms or a room in a multiple-
family building, including bath and 
kitchen facilities, arranged and intended 
as a place of residence for a single-family. 

 

Applicant A person who submits an application 
under one of the procedures set forth in 
this Ordinance. 
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Word or Phrase Definition  

Art 

(#34-21-03) 

Sculpture; original art murals; and 
painted, carved, and / or applied building 
accents and decorations (including those 
on awnings, canopies, or other 
extensions) that are not signs related by 
language or logo to the identification of 
any business. 

 

Attached dwelling A one-family dwelling attached to two (2) 
or more one-family dwellings by 
common vertical walls. A townhouse is 
an attached dwelling. 

 

Auto repair shop General repair, rebuilding, or 
reconditioning of motor vehicles or 
trailers, excluding body work. 

 

Auto body repair shop means a collision service such as body, 
frame or fender straightening and repair; 
painting and undercoating of 
automobiles. 

 

B 

Basement That portion of a building which is partly 
or wholly below finished grade, but so 
located that the vertical distance from 
the average grade to the floor is greater 
than the vertical distance from the 
average grade to the ceiling. A basement 
shall not be counted as a story.  A cellar 
is a basement. However, any walk-out 
basement, regardless of average grade, 
shall be considered a story. 

 

Bed & breakfast 

(#34-19-04) 

A use of a single-family dwelling unit in 
which guests are provided temporary 
sleeping rooms, meals, and related 
amenities in return for monetary 
payment to the owner. 

The dwelling unit is the owner’s personal 
residence, is occupied by the owner at 
the time of rental, and the owner does 
not provide more than six sleeping rooms 
for guests. 

This definition does not include group 
day care facilities, group day care homes, 
hospitals, hotels, nursing homes, 
registered rental dwellings or resorts. 
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Word or Phrase Definition  

Boarding stable A facility, such as a barn or similar 
structure, where more than four horses, 
for sale or boarding, are kept. 

 

Boilers / units, Outside wood 
burning 

Accessory structure used for heating of 
main dwelling and related structures; see 
Section 6.5 for zoning districts, permitted 
uses and conditions for approval. 

 

Buffer strip A strip of land reserved for plant 
material, berms, walls, or fencing to 
serve as a visual and/or sound barrier 
between properties, often between 
abutting properties and properties in 
different zoning districts. 

 

Buildable area The portion of a lot remaining after the 
minimum yard and setback requirements 
of this Ordinance have been met. 

 

Building Any structure, either temporary or 
permanent, having a fixed location and a 
roof supported by columns, walls or 
other supports, and used or built for the 
shelter or enclosure of persons, animals, 
or property of any kind or for the 
conduct of business.  This shall include 
but is not limited to awnings, mobile 
homes, inflatable structures, fabric or 
membrane structures, sheds, garages, 
greenhouses and other similar 
structures. It shall also include trucks, 
vans, recreational vehicles or other 
vehicles or parts of vehicles situated on 
private property, and used for the 
purposes of a building, whether or not 
mounted on wheels. 

 

Building height The vertical distance from the average of 
the highest and lowest point of that 
portion of the lot covered by the building 
to the highest point of the roof, to the 
deck line of mansard roofs, and to the 
mean height between eaves and ridge 
for gable, hip, and gambrel roofs. 
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Word or Phrase Definition  

Business center 

(#34-21-03) 

Any group of two or more commercial 
establishments having not less than 100 
feet of frontage on a major street and 
which are under one common ownership 
or management, have a common 
arrangement for the maintenance of the 
grounds and are connected by party 
walls, partitions, covered canopies, or 
other structural members to form one 
continuous structure; or share a common 
parking area. 

 

C 

Campground 

(#34-18-02) 

A tract of land under the control of a 
state-licensed owner or owner designee 
where the land is divided into sites 
offered for use by organizations or the 
public for the establishment of 
temporary living quarters consisting of 
any combination of three or more 
recreational vehicles, tents or other 
temporary habitable structures or sites. 

This tract of land can be offered for use 
either free of charge or for a fee. 

 

Carport Means a shelter for one or more vehicles 
which is not fully enclosed by walls and 
one or more doors. 

 

Car wash Means a lot on which motor vehicles are 
washed or waxed, either by the patron or 
by others, using machinery specifically 
designed for the purpose. 

 

Church Means a building wherein persons 
regularly assemble for religious worship, 
which is used only for such purpose and 
those accessory activities as are 
customarily associated therewith. 

 

Civic use 

(#34-18-01) 

Land used for community-oriented 
purposes or objectives, including those of 
not-for-profit dedicated to arts and 
culture, education, recreation, religion, 
government, and the like. 

 



 

 7  Charter of Chocolay Township 

Word or Phrase Definition  

Clear vision triangle 

(#34-21-03) 

A triangular-shaped portion of land 
established at street intersections in 
which nothing is erected, placed, 
planted, or allowed to grow in such a 
manner as to limit or obstruct the sight 
distance of motorists entering or leaving 
the intersection. 

 

Clinic Means a place where medical or dental 
care is furnished to persons on an 
out-patient basis by two or more health 
care professionals. 

 

Commercial 

(#34-18-01) 

Conducting sales or trade intended for 
the sake of profit. 

 

Common land A parcel or parcels of land together with 
the improvements thereon, the use, 
maintenance, and enjoyment of which 
are intended to be shared by the owners 
and occupants of the individual building 
units in a planned unit development or 
condominium project. 

 

Common open space Land within or related to a development, 
not individually owned, that is intended 
for the common use and enjoyment of 
the residents, and their guests of the 
development, or the public at large if 
dedicated to and accepted by the public, 
and may include such improvements as 
are necessary, appropriate and approved 
as part of the development according to 
the requirements of this Ordinance. 

 

Community residential care 
facilities 

Community residential care facilities 
provide shelter and care for individuals 
with special needs in single family 
dwellings for six or less persons (small) or 
in larger facilities when more persons are 
assisted (large). These are all state-
regulated facilities. 
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Word or Phrase Definition  

Communication tower A structure including but not limited to 
monopole, skeleton framework, or other 
design which is attached directly to the 
ground or to another structure which 
supports one or more antennae, used for 
the transmission or reception of radio, 
television, microwave, or any other form 
of telecommunication signals. Antennae 
permitted as an accessory use under 
Article IV of this Ordinance are excluded. 

 

Conditional use A use not essentially incompatible with 
uses permitted in a zoning district, but 
which possesses characteristics which 
require individual review in order to 
avoid incompatibility with the character 
of the surrounding area, public services 
and facilities, and adjacent uses of land.  
A conditional use is permitted in a 
particular district only after review by the 
Planning Commission in accordance with 
the standards set forth in Article XVI.  A 
conditional use is referred to as a special 
land use in the Zoning Enabling Act. 

 

Condominium unit As applied to land usage, means that 
portion of the condominium project 
designed and intended for separate 
ownership and use, as described in the 
master deed, and for the purpose of this 
ordinance shall be interpreted as a lot. 

 

Condominium master deed The document recorded as part of a 
condominium subdivision to which are 
attached as exhibits and incorporated by 
reference the approved bylaws for the 
condominium subdivision and the 
condominium subdivision plan. 

 

Condominium project A plan or project including not less than 
two (2) condominium units established 
and approved in conformance with the 
Condominium Act (Act 59 of the Public 
Acts of 1978). 

 

Condominium, site See definition of Condominium 
Subdivision. 
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Condominium subdivision A division of land on the basis of 
condominium ownership, pursuant to 
the Condominium Act and which is not 
subject to the provisions of the Land 
Division Act of 1967, Public Act 288 of 
1967, as amended. Also known as a site 
condominium or site condo. As used in 
reference to a "Condominium 
Subdivision" in this Ordinance, the terms 
below are defined as follows: 

A. Condominium Unit: That portion of 
a condominium project that is 
designed and intended for separate 
ownership and use, as described in 
the master deed, regardless of 
whether it is intended for 
residential, office, industrial, 
business, recreational, use as a 
time-share unit, or any other type 
of use. The owner of a 
condominium unit also owns a 
share of the common elements. The 
term "condominium unit" shall be 
equivalent to the term "lot" or 
“building site”, for purposes of 
determining compliance of the site 
condominium subdivision with the 
provisions of this Ordinance 
pertaining to minimum lot size, 
minimum lot width, and maximum 
lot coverage, and within which a 
building or other improvements 
may be constructed by the 
condominium unit owner. The 
condominium unit shall not include 
any limited common elements. 

B. General Common Area: That 
portion of a site condominium 
project designed and intended for 
joint ownership and maintenance 
by the condominium association as 
described in the Master Deed. 

C. Limited Common Area: That 
portion of a site condominium 
project designed and intended for 
separate ownership, but outside 
the building setbacks for the zoning 
district the property is located in, as 
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Word or Phrase Definition  

described in the Master Deed. 

D. Building Envelope: The area of a 
condominium unit within which the 
principal building or structure may 
be constructed, together with any 
accessory structures, as described 
in the Master Deed. 

E. Building Site: That portion of a 
condominium project that shall 
include the condominium unit and 
that may also include limited 
common elements as described in 
the Master Deed. For purposes of 
determining compliance with the 
applicable requirements of the 
Zoning Ordinance (including, 
without limitation, area, width, and 
setback requirements) or with other 
applicable laws, ordinances, or 
regulations, "building site" shall be 
considered to be the equivalent of a 
"lot." 

F. Limited Common Element: That 
portion of a condominium project 
other than the condominium unit 
that is reserved in the master deed 
for the exclusive use of the owner 
of the condominium unit. 

Condominium subdivision plan The drawings attached to the master 
deed for a condominium subdivision 
which describes the size, location, area, 
horizontal and vertical boundaries and 
volume of each condominium unit 
contained in the condominium 
subdivision, as well as the nature, 
location and size of common elements. 
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Word or Phrase Definition  

Conservation design subdivision A Conservation Design Subdivision is a 
new form of residential development 
that encourages the preservation of open 
space and natural features incorporated 
into a subdivision.  Under the Rural 
Cluster Development approach, a higher 
density is permitted on one-half (1/2) of 
the site, with the balance of the land left 
as open space. 

 

Conservation easement Conservation easement means an 
interest in land that provides limitation 
on the use of land or a body of water or 
requires or prohibits certain acts on or 
with respect to the land or body of 
water, whether or not the interest is 
stated in the form of a restriction, 
easement, covenant, or condition in a 
deed, will, or other instrument executed 
by or on behalf of the owner of the land 
or body of water or in an order of taking, 
which interest is appropriate to retaining 
or maintaining the land or body of water, 
including improvements on the land or 
body of water, predominantly in its 
natural, scenic, or open condition, or in 
an agricultural, farming, open space, or 
forest use, or similar use or condition. 

 

Construction sign 

(#34-21-03) 

A temporary ground or wall sign 
identifying a construction project and the 
persons, firms, or businesses that are 
directly involved in the project. 

 

Contractor shop An enclosed space used for housing, 
operating, and maintaining, of 
equipment and fabrication of building-
related products. 

 

Contractor yard Outside area of lot or parcel used for 
storage and maintain equipment and 
other materials customarily used in the 
trade carried on by the contractor. 

 

Conveyance Means an instrument or deed 
transferring the title to property. 
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Word or Phrase Definition  

D 

Day camp A camp providing facilities for groups of 
young people, such as YMCA camps, Boy 
Scout camps, and Girl Scout camps. 

 

Day care center A facility other than a private home 
receiving preschool-aged children for 
care and supervision for periods of less 
than twenty-four hours a day and 
licensed as a day care center by the 
Michigan Department of Social Services. 

 

Deck An unroofed structure used for outdoor 
living purposes which may or may not be 
attached to a building and which is more 
than six (6) inches above the finished 
grade. 

 

Directional sign 

(#34-21-03) 

A sign giving directional information 
about goods, services and events of 
interest to the traveling public. 

 

 

Driveway Any entrance or exit used by vehicular 
traffic to or from land or buildings 
abutting a road. 

 

Driveway offset The distance between the centerline of 
two driveways on opposite sides of an 
undivided roadway. 

 

Driveway, shared A driveway connecting two or more 
contiguous properties to the public road 
system. 
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Word or Phrase Definition  

Dune A mound or ridge of sand formed by 
wind or water action, typically located 
along the Lake Superior coastline. 

 

Dwelling, multi-family 

(#34-19-04) 

A structure containing two or more 
dwelling units designed for residential 
use, with or without separate kitchens or 
dining facilities, and conforming in all 
respects to the standards set forth in 
Section 6.3 of this ordinance. 

This definition does not include bed and 
breakfasts, group day care facilities, 
group day care homes, hospitals, hotels, 
nursing homes, registered rental 
dwellings or resorts. 

 

Dwelling, registered rental 

(#34-19-04) 

A dwelling unit providing temporary 
accommodations for periods of one day 
or more for a fee. 

This definition does not include bed and 
breakfasts, group day care facilities, 
group day care homes, hospitals, hotels, 
nursing homes or resorts. 

 

Dwelling, single-family 

(#34-18-02) 

A building designed for use as one 
dwelling unit. 

A single-family dwelling unit must meet 
all requirements described in Section 6.3 
of this ordinance. 

 

E 

Electronic message sign 

(#34-21-03) 

An electrically activated, changeable, 
permanent sign whose variable message 
and / or graphic presentation capability 
can be electronically programmed from a 
remote location without physically or 
mechanically replacing the sign face.  

Exterior building entrance 

(#34-21-03) 

Includes only those available for use by 
customers or patrons and does not 
include service or employee entrances. 

 



 

 14  Charter of Chocolay Township 

Word or Phrase Definition  

F 

Family Means an individual or a group of two or 
more persons related by blood, marriage, 
or adoption, together with not more 
than three additional persons not related 
by blood, marriage, or adoption, living 
together as a single housekeeping unit. 

 

Family day care home A private home in which six or less minor 
children are given care and supervision 
for periods of less than twenty-four 
hours a day unattended by a parent or 
legal guardian, except children related to 
an adult member of the day care home 
family by blood, marriage, or adoption. 

 

Flashing, animated, or moving 
sign 

(#34-21-03) 

A sign that intermittently reflects lights 
from either an artificial source or from 
the sun or sign which has movement of 
any illumination such as intermittent, 
flashing, scintillating or varying intensity, 
or a sign that has any visible portion in 
motion, either constantly or at intervals, 
which motion may be caused by either 
artificial or natural sources.  

 

 

Floor area Means total gross area on all floors as 
measured to the outside surfaces of 
exterior walls, excluding crawl spaces, 
garages, carports, breezeways, attics 
without floors, and open porches, 
balconies, and terraces. 

 

Floor area ratio Means the percentage of floor area to lot 
area of all buildings, excluding the floor 
area of garages, carports, and 
breezeways and excluding the area of 
any floor more than four feet below 
average grade where no part of such 
basement is used for sleeping rooms or 
quarters. 
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Word or Phrase Definition  

Floor space Means floor area of all floors, as 
measured from the inside surfaces of the 
walls enclosing the part of a building 
occupied by a single occupant or shared 
by a distinct group of occupants, 
excluding therefrom common halls, 
stairwells, sanitary facilities, and storage 
and other areas to which patrons do not 
have regular access. 

 

Foredune Means the first dune landward behind 
the beach that typically varies from 10-33 
feet in height.  The foredune is measured 
from the erosion hazard line over the 
crest of the dune and down its backslope 
(the slope away from the lake) to its base 
or to a maximum of 100 feet landward, 
or whichever is less, as measured from 
the erosion hazard line.   

 

Freestanding sign 

(#34-21-03) 

A permanently affixed sign not attached 
to any building and supported by 
uprights or braces or some object on the 
ground, using poles or other similar 
means to elevate the sign. 

 

Frontage line 

(#34-18-01) 

The lot line that coincides with the public 
right-of-way or edge of a space dedicated 
for public use 

Building facades parallel to frontage lines 
define public space and are therefore 
subject to a higher level of regulation 
than the elevations that face other lot 
lines. 

 

Frontage road or Front service 
drive 

A local street/road or private road 
typically located in front of principal 
buildings and parallel to an arterial for 
service to abutting properties for the 
purpose of controlling access to the 
arterial. 

 

G 

Garage Means a fully enclosed building for the 
storage of motor vehicles, not including 
buildings in which fuel is sold or repair or 
other services performed. 
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Word or Phrase Definition  

Gas station Means a place where motor vehicle fuels 
are sold at retail. 

 

General office 

(#34-10-03) 

A building or portion of a building 
wherein services are performed involving 
predominantly administrative, 
professional, or clerical operations. An 
office shall not include a clinic or the 
production, distribution or sales of goods 
or commodities which are physically 
located on the premises. 

 

Golf courses Means a tract of land for playing golf 
with tees, greens, fairways, hazards, and 
which may include clubhouses and 
shelters, excluding miniature golf course. 

 

Governmental sign 

(#34-21-03) 

A sign erected and maintained for 
governmental or utility functions, or as 
required by law, or other governmental 
regulation. 

 

Grade, natural Means the elevation of the ground 
surface in its natural state, before 
manmade alterations. 

 

Ground coverage ratio Means the percentage of lots area 
included within the outside lines of the 
exterior walls of all buildings located on 
the lot except garages and carports and 
including the area of porches, decks, 
patios, breezeways, balconies, and bay 
windows, except patios not more than six 
inches above grade. 

 

Ground or monument sign 

(#34-21-03) 

A low-profile ground sign incorporating 
the design and building material of the 
primary use of the property, where poles 
for the support of the sign face are not 
used. 
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Word or Phrase Definition  

Group day care facility 

(#34-19-04) 

A private home, or a facility other than a 
private home, receiving more than six 
preschool or school aged children for day 
care or supervision for periods of less 
than twenty-four hours a day. 

A facility licensed as a day care center or 
a home licensed as a group day care 
home by the Michigan Department of 
Social Services.  

This definition does not include bed and 
breakfasts, group day care homes, 
hospitals, hotels, nursing homes, 
registered rental dwellings or resorts. 

 

Group day care home 

(#34-19-04) 

A private home in which more than six 
but not more than twelve minor children 
are given day care and supervision for 
periods of less than twenty-four a day 
unattended by a parent or legal guardian, 
except children who are related to an 
adult member of the day care home 
family by blood, marriage, or adoption. 

This definition does not include bed and 
breakfasts, group day care facilities, 
hospitals, hotels, nursing homes, 
registered rental dwellings or resorts. 

 

H 

Habitable space 

(#34-18-01) 

Building space that involves human 
presence with direct view of the fronting 
streets or public or private open space. 
Habitable space does not include parking 
garages, storage facilities, warehouses, 
and display windows separated from 
retail activity. 

 

Height The vertical distance from the average 
natural grade, prior to any breaking of 
ground, as determined by the Township 
Zoning Administrator, to the highest 
point of the roof.  

 

Home occupation 

(#34-12-05 replaced #34-08-01) 

A business, profession, occupation, or 
trade conducted by an occupant of a 
dwelling unit as a secondary use 
subordinate and incidental to the use of 
the dwelling that meets the standards of 
Section 6.9. 
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Word or Phrase Definition  

Hospital 

(#34-19-04) 

Means a licensed institution providing 
primary health care services and medical 
or surgical care to persons, primarily 
inpatients, suffering from physical or 
mental conditions, and which may 
include related facilities as an integral 
part of the institution. 

This definition does not include bed and 
breakfasts, group day care facilities, 
group day care homes, hotels, nursing 
homes, registered rental dwellings or 
resorts. 

 

Hotel 

(#34-19-04) 

A place of business that rents multiple 
rooms at the same location for 
temporary occupancy, and generally 
offers other amenities that may also be 
offered to the public (such as 
restaurants, pools, meeting rooms, and 
retail stores). 

The length of stay for the same guest is 
not limited to a set number of calendar 
days. 

This definition does not include bed and 
breakfasts, group day care facilities, 
group day care homes, hospitals, nursing 
homes, registered rental dwellings or 
resorts. 

 

I 

Indoor sport shooting range 

(#34-19-05) 

An indoor area designed and operated 
for the use of archery, rifles, shotguns, 
pistols, silhouettes, skeet, trap, black 
powder, or any other similar sport 
shooting. 

 

Inflatable sign 

(#34-21-03) 

A sign that is either expanded to its full 
dimension or supported by gases 
contained within the sign or sign parts at 
a pressure greater than atmospheric 
pressure. 
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Word or Phrase Definition  

K 

Kennel 

(#34-09-10) 

Means any activity involving the 
permanent or temporary keeping or 
treatment of four or more domestic pets, 
including adult dogs or cats, or any 
combination of such animals exceeding 
four in number, for other than ordinary 
agricultural activities. 

 

L 

Laundromat Means  a place where patrons wash, dry, 
or dry clean clothing and other fabrics in 
machines operated by the patron. 

 

Lighting related 

(#34-13-03) 

Cutoff Angle – The angle of light 
distribution from a luminaire, measured 
upward from nadir, between the vertical 
axis and the first line at which the bare 
source (lamp) is not visible. 

Full Cutoff Angle – A luminaire light 
distribution where zero candela intensity 
occurs at an angle of ninety (90) degrees 
above nadir, and at all greater angles 
from nadir. 

Fully Shielded – A luminaire constructed 
and installed so that all light emitted is 
projected below the horizontal plane 
through the luminaire’s lowest light-
emitting part. 

Glare – Lighting entering the eye directly 
from luminaires or indirectly from 
reflective surfaces that causes visual 
discomfort or reduced visibility.  May be 
a result of excessive brightness caused by 
an unshielded, high intensity light source. 

Light Pollution – Excessive, unshielded or 
undirected artificial light from signs, 
parking lots, streetlights, and other 
sources that reflects off particles in the 
atmosphere, creating a characteristic 
“sky glow” which limits our enjoyment of 
the night sky, especially in rural areas. 

Light Trespass – Poorly controlled 
outdoor lighting that crosses property 
boundaries, detracting from the quality 
of life of adjacent property owners and 
confusing the instinctive daily and 
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Word or Phrase Definition  

seasonal cycles of animals and plants. 

Luminaire – The complete lighting 
assembly consisting of a lamp, or lamps 
and ballast(s), housing, and shields 
together with the parts designed to 
distribute the light (reflector, lens, 
diffuser), to position and protect the 
lamps, and to connect the lamps to the 
power supply. 

Lumen – The unit of measure used to 
quantify the total amount of visible light 
produced by a lamp or emitted from a 
luminaire (as distinct from “watt,” a 
measure of power consumption).  One 
footcandle is one lumen per square foot. 
One lux is one lumen per square meter. 

Mounting Height – The height of the 
photometric center of a luminaire above 
finished grade. 

Nadir – The angle pointing directly 
downward from the luminaire, or 0°.  

Shielded – A permanently-installed, non-
translucent shade, cowl, hood, baffle, or 
other construction which limits, restricts, 
or directs light or the visibility of a light 
source to meet the standards of this 
Section. 

Lodging 

(#34-18-01) 

Lodging uses provide sleeping 
accommodations occupied on a rental 
basis for limited periods of time 

Lodging uses are measured based on the 
number of lodging units provided. 

A lodging unit is a furnished room of a 
minimum 200 square feet that includes 
sanitary facilities and may include limited 
kitchen facilities. 
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Word or Phrase Definition  

Lot (parcel and unit) Means the contiguous land in the same 
ownership which is not divided by any 
public highway or alley, including any 
part thereof subject to any easement for 
any purpose other than a public highway 
or alley, but excluding any part thereof 
severed from another lot where the 
severance creates any nonconformity of 
use or structure. Such lot shall have 
access to a public road or a Township- 
approved private road. 

 

Lot area Means the total horizontal area within 
the lot lines of the lot excluding any part 
under water. 

 

Lot, nonconforming Means a lot, the boundaries are recorded 
in a plat, deed or land contract executed 
and delivered prior to the effective date 
of this ordinance and the width, depth 
and/or area of which does not meet the 
minimum dimensional requirements of 
the district in which it is located. 

 

Lot of record Means a parcel of land, the dimensions 
of which are shown on a document or 
map on file with the County Register of 
Deeds or in common use by township 
officials, prior to the effective date of this 
Ordinance, and which actually exists as 
shown or described. 

 

Lot line Means a line marking a boundary of a lot.  

Lot line, front Means a line dividing a lot from any 
public highway except a limited or 
controlled access highway to which the 
lot has no access. 

 

Lot line, rear Means any lot line which is not a front or 
side lot line and which, if extended in 
either direction, would not cross the lot. 

 

Lot line, side Means, (l)  any lot line which meets the 
end of a front lot line, or (2) any other lot 
line within 30 degrees of being parallel to 
a side lot line as defined in Article II of 
this Ordinance. 
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Word or Phrase Definition  

M 

Maximum size of sign 

(#34-21-03) 

The entire area within a single 
continuous perimeter enclosing the 
extreme limits of writing, representation, 
emblem, or any figure of similar 
character, together with any frame or 
other material or color forming an 
integral part of the display, excluding the 
necessary supports or uprights on which 
such sign is placed. 

 

Mental health center Means a hospital or clinic where the 
primary activity is the treatment and care 
of persons suffering from mental or 
emotional disorders. 

 

Minimum landscaped open 
space 

Means the percentage of lot area which 
must be maintained in grass or other 
living vegetation. 

 

Mobile home Means a structure designed or used for 
residential occupancy built upon or 
having a frame or chassis to which 
wheels may be attached by which it may 
be moved upon a highway, whether or 
not such structure actually has, at any 
given time, such wheels attached, or is 
jacked up or skirted. 

 

Motor vehicle 

(#34-12-05) 

Every vehicle which is self-propelled by 
means of an engine, including, but not 
limited to, automobiles, trucks, vans, 
buses, truck tractors, motorcycles, 
motorbikes, bulldozers, front end loaders 
and other types of construction 
equipment, logging skidders, 
snowmobiles, all-terrain vehicles (ATV’s), 
personal watercraft, and boats. 

 

N 

Nameplate 

(#34-21-03) 

An accessory sign stating the name or 
street number of a person, firm, building, 
or institution of a certain permitted use. 
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Word or Phrase Definition  

Nonconforming building A building lawfully existing on the 
effective date of this Ordinance or 
subsequent amendment, and which does 
not conform to the requirements of this 
Ordinance. 

 

Nonconforming lot Any lot of record which at the time it was 
recorded fully complied with all 
applicable laws and ordinances, but 
which does not fully comply with the 
dimensional or proportional lot 
requirements of this Ordinance or 
subsequent amendment. 

 

Nonconforming structure Any structure other than a sign, lawfully 
existing on the effective date of this 
Ordinance or subsequent amendment 
and which fails to meet the requirements 
of this Ordinance. 

 

Nonconforming use An activity using land, buildings and/or 
structures for purposes which were 
lawfully established prior to the effective 
date of this Ordinance or subsequent 
amendment and that fails to meet the 
requirements of this Ordinance.  

 

Nonconformity Any nonconforming use, nonconforming 
building, nonconforming structure or 
nonconforming lot as defined in this 
Ordinance. 

 

Nursery A space, building or structure, or 
combination thereof, for the storage of 
live trees, shrubs or plants offered for 
retail sale on the premises, including 
products used for gardening or 
landscaping.  

 

Nursing home 

(#34-19-04) 

Means a structure designed or used for 
residential occupancy and providing 
limited medical or nursing care on the 
premises for occupants. 

This definition does not include bed and 
breakfasts, group day care facilities, 
group day care homes, hospitals, hotels, 
registered rental dwellings or resorts. 
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Word or Phrase Definition  

O 

Offsite sign 

(#34-21-03) 

A sign which advertises a product, 
service, request (such as missing pet) or 
business that is not related to the 
property on which the sign is located. 

This does not include directional signs. 

 

 

 

Open space Any unoccupied space open to the sky on 
the same lot with a building; as well as 
any parcel or area of land or water 
essentially unimproved and set aside, 
dedicated, designated, or reserved for 
public or private use or enjoyment or for 
the use and enjoyment of owners, 
occupants, and their guests of land 
adjoining or neighboring such open 
space. 

 

Ordinary high water mark The line between upland and bottomland 
which persists along the shore of Lake 
Superior.  Pursuant to the Natural 
Resources and Environmental Protection 
Act, Public Act 451 of 1994, Part 325, 
formerly the Great Lakes Submerged 
Lands Act, P.A. 247 of 1955, as amended, 
the ordinary high water mark for Lake 
Superior is 602.6 feet above sea level, 
International Great Lakes Datum of 1985. 
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Word or Phrase Definition  

Outdoor wood boiler 

(#34-13-05) 

A fuel burning appliance that (1) the 
manufacturer specifies for outdoor 
installation or in structures not normally 
occupied by humans (e.g. sheds) or is an 
indoor-rated device housed in a modular 
or containerized structure; (2) is 
designed to transfer or provide heat by 
burning approved solid fuels; and (3) 
heats space or water, or both, through 
the distribution, typically through pipes 
or ducts, of a fluid or air heated in the 
device. Also known as hydronic heaters 
or outdoor wood furnaces.  Does not 
include outdoor smokers or wood-fired 
stoves for cooking food; fire pits; or 
chimineas. 

 

Overlay district or Overlay zone A zoning district that encompasses one 
or more underlying zones and that 
imposes additional requirements above 
that required by the underlying zone. 

 

P 

Painted wall sign 

(#34-21-03) 

A sign painted directly on any exterior 
non-glass building wall or door. 

 

Planned unit development A parcel or lot, developed under single 
ownership or management as a separate 
neighborhood or community unit. The 
development shall be based on an 
approved site plan which allows flexibility 
of design not available under normal 
zoning district requirements. The plan 
may contain a mixture of housing types, 
common open space and other land uses 
as provided in this Ordinance.  

 

Political sign 

(#34-21-03) 

A sign relating to the election of a person 
to public office or relating to a political 
party or relating to a matter to be voted 
upon at an election called by a public 
body. 
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Word or Phrase Definition  

Portable sign 

(#34-21-03) 

A sign and sign structure which is 
designed to facilitate the movement of 
the sign from one zoning lot to another. 

The sign may or may not have wheels, 
changeable lettering and/or hitches for 
towing. 

A sign shall be portable only if such a sign 
is designed to facilitate its movement 
from one zoning lot to another.  

 

Premises Means a lot as otherwise used in this 
Ordinance. 

 

Projecting sign 

(#34-21-03) 

A sign attached to a building or other 
structure and extending in whole or in 
part more than 12 inches beyond the 
surface of the portion of the building line 
or extending over public property (such 
as a sidewalk or trail).  

Professional engineer Means an engineer registered in the 
State of Michigan. 

 

Public utility A person, firm or corporation, municipal 
department, board or commission, duly 
authorized to furnish and furnishing 
under federal, state or municipal 
regulations to the public: gas, steam, 
electricity, sewage disposal, 
communication, telephone, telegraph, 
transportation, or water. 

 

R 

Racetrack Means facilities designed and used for 
the competitive, recreational or 
exhibitional racing of automobiles, 
snowmobiles, motorcycles, go-karts, or 
any other motorized vehicles, including 
motor/engine powered hobby toys, 
whether or not admission or entry fees 
are charged.  Includes track (paved or 
unpaved), spectator seating or other 
viewing areas, concession stands, ticket 
booths, pit areas and ancillary facilities 
and uses.   
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Word or Phrase Definition  

Real estate development sign 

(#34-21-03) 

A sign placed on the premises of a 
subdivision or other real estate 
development to indicate a proposed start 
or to inform relative to availability. 

 

Real estate sign 

(#34-21-03) 

A sign placed upon a property advertising 
that particular property for sale, rent, or 
lease. 

 

Rear service drive A local street/road or private road 
typically located behind principal 
buildings and parallel to an arterial for 
service to abutting properties for the 
purpose of controlling access to the 
arterial. 

 

Recreational structure 

(#34-18-02) 

A permanent structure used 
intermittently for occupancy for 
recreation or vacation purposes and 
which is not a permanent place of 
domicile or residency. 

This definition does not include tents, 
hunting blinds, tree houses or trailers 
generally used for travel or camping. 

 

Recreational unit 

(#34-18-02) 

A tent or vehicular type structure, 
primarily designed as temporary living 
quarters for recreational, camping or 
traveling use, which either has its own 
motive power or it is mounted on or 
drawn by another vehicle which is self-
powered. 

This definition does not include single-
wide or double-wide mobile homes. 
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Word or Phrase Definition  

Resort 

(#34-18-02) 

A tract of land under the control of an 
owner or owner designee where one or 
more structures are offered for use of 
the public or members of an organization 
either free of charge or for a fee, for the 
establishment of temporary living 
quarters for any period less than one 
month. 

A resort generally offers other amenities 
that may also be offered to the public 
(such as restaurants, pools, meeting 
rooms, and other retail activities). 

 

Restaurant Means a lot upon which food or 
beverages are cooked or prepared and 
offered for sale when consumption is 
permitted on the premises, whether or 
not entertainment is offered and 
includes establishments commonly 
known as bars, grills, cafes, taverns, 
nightclubs, drive-ins, and any fast food 
establishment permitting consumption 
on the premises. 

 

Riding stable A facility, such as a barn or similar 
structure, where more than two horses, 
used for riding as a business other than 
ordinary agricultural operations, are 
kept. 

 

Right-of-way A street, alley, or other thoroughfare or 
easement permanently established for 
passage of persons, vehicles, or the 
location of utilities. The right-of-way is 
delineated by legally established lines or 
boundaries. 

 

Road, public A road dedicated to the public, such 
dedication having been accepted by the 
appropriate public Road Commission or 
Department of Transportation, which 
meets the minimum construction 
standards of said Road Commission or 
the Michigan Department of 
Transportation. 
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Word or Phrase Definition  

Rolling stock 

(#34-21-03) 

Transit vehicles such as buses, vans, cars, 
railcars, locomotives, trolley cars and 
buses, and ferry boats, as well as vehicles 
used for support services. 

 

Roof sign 

(#34-21-03) 

A sign mounted on, above, or over the 
main roof portion of a building or on the 
uppermost edge of a parapet wall of a 
building, and which is wholly or partially 
supported by such building and extends 
above the roof line.  

Rural character The rural character of Chocolay Township 
embodies a quality of life based upon 
traditional rural landscapes, activities, 
lifestyles, and aesthetic values. The 
measures of this quality of life and what 
future rural developments to look like 
can be found in the Comprehensive 
Master Plan. For purposes of this section, 
rural character shall also be defined to 
mean areas perceived as having a low 
density pattern of development, being 
generally void of man-made 
improvements such as city essential 
services and exhibiting open fields, 
farmlands or woodlands as common 
elements of the visual landscape. 

 

Rural cluster development 
subdivision 

A Rural Cluster Development Subdivision 
is a new form of residential development 
that encourages the preservation of open 
space and natural features incorporated 
into a subdivision.  Under the Rural 
Cluster Development approach, a higher 
density is permitted on one-half (1/2) of 
the site, with the balance of the land left 
as open space. 

 

S 

Sandwich sign 

(#34-21-03) 

A pair of connected boards designed to 
attract business or advertise a product or 
service. 
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Word or Phrase Definition  

Semi trailer Means every vehicle with or without 
motive power, other than a pole-trailer, 
designed for carrying persons or property 
and for being drawn by a motor vehicle 
and so constructed that some part of its 
weight and that of its load rests upon or 
is carried by another vehicle. 

 

Service station Where gasoline and other petroleum 
products are stored and dispensed for 
retail, including light maintenance 
activities such as tune-ups, oil changes 
and minor repairs. 

 

Setback Means the required distance between 
every structure and any lot line on the lot 
on which it is located except where a 
front lot line is not defined by any 
conveyance or recorded plat, in which 
case it means the required distance 
between every structure and the nearest 
land actually used for purposes of a 
roadway or parallel drainage ditch. 

 

Sexually oriented businesses 
(SOBS) 

Business or commercial enterprises 
engaging in the provision of sexually 
oriented products and services to adults. 
Often of an adult entertainment 
character. SOBS include but are not 
limited to adult book or video store, 
adult entertainment establishment, adult 
mini-theater, adult motion picture 
theater, and adult novelty business. 

 

Sight distance The distance of unobstructed view for 
the driver of a vehicle, as measured 
along the normal travel path of a 
roadway to a specified height above the 
roadway.  

 

Sign 

(#34-21-03) 

The use of any words, numerals, figures, 
devices, designs, or trademarks by which 
anything is made known such as to show 
an individual firm, profession, business, 
product, or message, and which are 
visible to the general public.  
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Word or Phrase Definition  

Sign face The area of a sign on which copy is to be 
placed and is intended to be visible to 
the public.  

 

 
 

Sign height 

(#34-21-03) 

The distance from the grade to the 
highest point of the sign, including the 
sign frame. 

 

Site plan A plan showing all salient features of a 
proposed development, so that it may be 
evaluated in order to determine whether 
it meets the provisions of this Ordinance. 

 

Special use A use that is not essentially incompatible 
with the uses permitted in a zoning 
district but possesses characteristics 
which require individual review and 
discretion in order to avoid 
incompatibility with the character of the 
surrounding area, public services and 
facilities, and/or adjacent uses of land. 
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Word or Phrase Definition  

Structure 

(#34-18-02) 

Placement of constructed, erected, or 
placed material or combination of 
materials in or upon the ground, 
including, but not by way or limitation – 
buildings, garages, mobile homes, pole 
barns, sheds, signs, and towers that will 
be in use more than six consecutive 
months. 

This definition does not include fences, 
sidewalks, paving on streets, driveways, 
and parking areas. 

This definition does not include patios 
and uncovered open porches or decks 
that do not exceed four feet above grade 
and do not encroach into the front yard 
setback by more than six feet in front of 
the dwelling unit.  

 

Suspended sign 

(#34-21-03) 

A sign where incandescent light bulbs, 
banners or pennants, or other such 
features are hung or strung overhead 
and are not an integral physical part of 
the building or structure they are 
intended to serve.   

Swinging sign 

(#34-21-03) 

A sign installed on an arm, mast, spar, or 
building overhang that is not rigidly 
attached to such arm, mast, spar, or 
building overhang. 

 

T 

Temporary sign 

(#34-21-03) 

A sign with or without letters and 
numerals, such as window signs in 
business districts, of lightweight 
cardboard, cloth, plastic, or paper 
materials and intended to be displayed 
for public service announcements, 
special events, sales, and notices. 
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Word or Phrase Definition  

Throat length The distance parallel to the centerline of 
a driveway to the first on-site location at 
which a driver can make a right-turn or a 
left-turn. On roadways with curb and 
gutter, the throat length shall be 
measured from the face of the curb. On 
roadways without a curb and gutter, the 
throat length shall be measured from the 
edge of the paved shoulder. 

 

Throat width The distance edge-to-edge of a driveway 
measured at the right-of-way line.  

 

Trip generation The estimated total number of vehicle 
trip ends produced by a specific land use 
or activity. A trip end is the total number 
of trips entering or leaving a specific land 
use or site over a designated period of 
time. Trip generation is estimated 
through the use of trip rates that are 
based upon the type and intensity of 
development. 

 

U 

Underlying district The base zone below an overlay zone 
that establishes the fundamental 
permitted uses, densities and 
dimensional regulations applicable to 
lands subject to a zoning ordinance. 

 

V 

Variance A modification of the literal provisions of 
the Zoning Ordinance, granted by the 
Zoning Board of Appeals, when standards 
established in Article XV of this 
Ordinance have been met. These 
standards seek to ensure that no 
variance is granted unless: (a) strict 
enforcement of the Zoning Ordinance 
would cause practical difficulty, (b) doing 
so would not be contrary to the public 
interest, (c) there are circumstances 
unique to the individual property on 
which the variance is granted, and (d) the 
variance request is not due to actions of 
the applicant. 
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Word or Phrase Definition  

Vehicle business sign 

(#34-21-03) 

A vehicle upon which a sign is painted or 
attached and is parked or placed upon 
the owner's premises primarily for 
advertising purposes. 

 

 

Veterinary clinic A place used for the diagnosis, care, and 
treatment of sick, injured, or infirmed 
animals or those in need of medical or 
surgical attention. Such a place may 
include provisions for temporary 
boarding of animals for treatment, 
observation, or recuperation. (#34-10-03) 

 

W 

Wall sign 

(#34-21-03) 

A sign erected or fastened to the wall of 
a building with the exposed face of the 
sign in a plane approximately parallel to 
the plane of such wall and not extending 
more than 12 inches beyond the surface 
of the portion of the building wall on 
which erected or fastened. 

 

Wind energy conversion 
systems (WECS) 

A machine that converts the kinetic 
energy in the wind into a useable form, 
commonly known as a “wind turbine, 
wind generator or windmill,” the WECS 
includes all parts of the system, 
including, but not limited to the tower, 
pylon or other structure upon which any, 
all or some combination of are mounted. 
See Section 6.6 for zoning districts, 
permitted uses and conditions for 
approval. 
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Word or Phrase Definition  

Wireless communication 
facilities 

All structures and accessory facilities 
relating to the use of the radio frequency 
spectrum for the purpose of transmitting 
or receiving radio signals. This may 
include, but shall not be limited to, radio 
and television broadcasting or relay 
towers, wireless or cellular telephone 
communication receivers and 
transmitters, telephone devices and 
exchanges, microwave relay facilities and 
towers, telephone transmission 
equipment buildings, and public, private 
and commercial mobile radio service 
facilities. 

 

Y 

Yard Means the area between any lot line and 
the setback required therefrom. 

 

Z 

Zoning Administrator The Chocolay Township Zoning 
Administrator is hired for the purposes of 
carrying out certain duties and 
responsibilities as defined in this 
Ordinance. 

 

Zoning Board of Appeals The body appointed by the Township 
Board to hear appeals by any aggrieved 
party by a decision or order of the Zoning 
Administrator, or where it is alleged that 
the literal enforcement of this Ordinance 
would involve practical difficulties or 
would cause unnecessary hardship to the 
property owner. 
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XVIII. Signs and Fences 

18.1 Applicability and Purpose (#34-21-03) 

 Applicability 

1) These regulations apply to signs that are visible from the public right of way, 

public facilities, trails open to the public, and navigable waterways. 

2) The sign regulations within Section XVIII shall govern and control the erection, 

placement, alteration, enlargement, movement, operation, and maintenance of all 

signs by permitted uses within all districts. 

3) Nothing herein shall be deemed a waiver of the provisions of any other ordinance 

or regulation applicable to signs. 

4) This Section shall be construed in such a manner consistent with, rather than in 

conflict with, any regulations or restrictions imposed by any federal, state, county 

or other governmental body to the fullest extent possible. 

5) To the extent that any applicable regulations or restrictions imposed by this 

Ordinance conflicts with any applicable regulations or restrictions imposed by any 

other governmental body, those applicable regulations and restrictions imposed by 

another governmental body shall supersede any conflicting portions of this 

Ordinance. 

6) No sign shall be erected or maintained in violation of any state or federal law or 

regulation. 

7) Additional sign provisions apply for the US-41 / M-28 Access Management 

Overlay District as found in Section 5.3 of this Ordinance. 

 The purpose of these regulations is to: 

1) Regulate and control the installation, location, alteration, size, type, and 

maintenance of signs visible to the public within Chocolay Township that enable 

the public to locate goods, services, and facilities with minimum difficulty and 

confusion. 

2) Improve traffic safety by avoiding sign distractions and the canceling effect of 

excessive signage. 

3) Establish a climate that is attractive to business. 

4) Preserve the scenic and natural character of the Township. 

5) Provide opportunities for expression of constitutionally protected free speech and 

dissemination of information. 

6) Protect and promote the health, safety and general welfare of the Township, its 

businesses, and residents. 
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18.2 General Exceptions 

The following signs do not require a permit:  

 Governmental signs including notices, or markers placed by the Township, Marquette 

County, state, or federal agencies. 

 Signs not exceeding one square foot in area that contain only the property address, post 

box numbers, names of occupants or premises, or other identification of premises. 

 Signs that contain multiple property address information for properties located on a 

private driveway. 

These signs cannot exceed 32 square feet in area and cannot be more than 10 feet in height.  

 On-site real estate signs meeting the following criteria: 

1) The sign shall not exceed 32 square feet in area or 10 feet in height. 

2) Such signs shall be allowed on a temporary basis for a period not to exceed two 

years. However, the Zoning Administrator shall have the authority to grant 

authorizations to continue such a sign for a reasonable period beyond the two 

years, providing that a number of lots, buildings, or units remain vacant.  

3) The Zoning Administrator shall have the authority to require a sign be kept in 

good repair for any sign that exceeds the two year period. 

 Seasonal and holiday decorations. 

 Community event signs which advertise public entertainment or events of public interest 

that occur either in the Township or in surrounding communities. 

1) These signs cannot exceed 6 square feet in area or 6 feet in height. 

2) These signs must be removed within 10 days of the event. 

 On-site directional signs visible from the road that do not exceed 6 square feet or exceed 6 

feet in height. 

 Art and signs not related by language or logo to the identification of any business. 

 Political signs: 

1) These signs cannot exceed six square feet in area or exceed 6 feet in height. 

2) These signs must be removed within 10 days of the election for which they were 

placed. 

3) These signs cannot be placed on public properties under the zoning jurisdiction 

and authority of Chocolay Township. 

 Signs advertising residential sales (such as garage and yard sales).  
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 Home occupation sign: 

1) One home occupation sign for a home occupation authorized by the Township. 

2) The sign shall not exceed  six square feet in area or exceed six feet in height. 

3) A home occupation sign must not be lighted. 

 Vehicle signs located on the rolling stock of licensed motor vehicles or trailers which are 

primarily and actively used for business purposes and / or transportation. 

18.3 Nonconforming Signs 

 Any existing sign on the effective date of the amendment to the ordinance from which this 

ordinance is derived, shall be in compliance with Section 14.2(B) of this ordinance. 

18.4 Prohibited Signs 

The following signs shall not be permitted in any zoning district:  

 Any sign which simulates or imitates in size, color, lettering, or design any traffic sign or 

signal, or uses words, phrases, symbols, or character in such a manner as to interfere with, 

mislead, or confuse traffic. 

 Any sign that obstructs or interferes with the effectiveness of any traffic light, sign, or 

signal authorized by Chocolay Township, Marquette County, State, or Federal agencies. 

 Any sign which obstructs the clear-vision triangle as defined by the road authority at any 

road intersection. 

 Any sign which prevents the driver of a motor vehicle from having a clear and 

unobstructed view of approaching, intersecting, merging traffic or pedestrians. 

 Any sign which extends into or is placed in the public right-of-way or on public property 

without authorization from Chocolay Township, Marquette County, State, or Federal 

agencies. 

 Signs which emit any odor, noise, smoke, or visible matter other than light. 

 Projecting sign under eight feet from the bottom of the sign that interferes with pedestrian, 

non-motorized or motorized traffic. 

 Signs that hinder entrance or exit in the event of an emergency from any door, window, or 

fire escape. 

 Any suspended signs.  

 Any sign containing phosphorescence, luminescence, mirrors, strobe lights, search lights, 

other high intensity light fixtures 

 Flashing, animated, or moving signs.  
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 Signs visible from the public road which are affixed to trees or other natural vegetation, 

utility poles, fences, fence posts, benches, perimeter walls, outbuildings, or any other 

buildings or structures except as otherwise permitted in this Ordinance. 

This does not include conventional “no trespassing”, “no hunting”, “beware of animal”, 

other signs warning of danger, or other legal postings in accordance with state law. 

 Banners, portable signs, balloon signs, or other gas-filled figures except as provided 

elsewhere in this Ordinance. 

 Off-site signs within the zoning jurisdiction and authority of Chocolay Township that do 

not advertise on-site construction, on-site home improvement, on-site landscaping, or 

temporary on-site events (such as a yard sale). 

18.5 General Provisions 

The following conditions shall apply to all signs erected or located in any use district:  

 Except for signs erected by the Township or Marquette County, State, or Federal agencies, 

no sign shall be located in, project into, or overhang a public right-of-way or dedicated 

public easement without authorization from the appropriate agency. 

 When possible, signs must be down-shielded to minimize light encroachment onto 

surrounding properties. 

 Temporary signs are allowed in any district. Temporary signs that will be displayed longer 

than five calendar days will require an approved permit  from the Zoning Administrator.  

18.6 Agriculture / Forestry (AF) District 

 One freestanding sign identifying a subdivision or multiple housing development, nursing 

home, convalescent center, or adult foster care congregate facility. Such signs shall not 

exceed 32 square feet, or exceed a height of six feet.  

 One temporary sign for a new residential development, advertising the sale or lease of lots, 

buildings, or units within the development. 

1) The sign shall not exceed 32 square feet in area nor six feet in height. 

2) Such signs shall be allowed on a temporary basis for a period not to exceed two 

years. However, the Zoning Administrator shall have authority to grant 

authorizations to continue such a sign for a reasonable period beyond the two 

years, providing that a substantial number of lots, buildings, or units remain 

vacant. 

3) The Zoning Administrator shall have the authority to require a sign to be kept in 

good repair for any sign that exceeds the two year period. 

  Nonresidential uses permitted in the district such as hospitals, churches, and schools: 
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1) Shall be allowed one sign, not exceeding 32 square feet in area nor six feet in 

height. 

2) In addition, such uses shall be allowed one nonilluminated sign not to exceed 50 

square feet and mounted flat against the wall of the principal building. 

 Signs complying with the Michigan Right to Farm Act (Act 93 of 1981 with revisions) are 

permitted. 

 Roadside stand or a farm offering customer harvesting or sale of harvests signs shall be 

located within a one and one-half (1.5) mile radius of the advertised roadside stand or 

farm. 

18.7 Residential (R-1), High-Density Residential (R-2), Multi-Family 
Residential (MFR), Planned Unit Development (PUD), and 
Waterfront Residential (WFR) Districts 

 One freestanding sign identifying a subdivision or multiple housing development, nursing 

home, convalescent center, or adult foster care congregate facility that does not exceed 32 

square feet or exceed a height of six feet.  

 One temporary sign for a new residential development, advertising the sale or lease of lots, 

buildings, or units within the development. 

1) The sign shall not exceed 32 square feet in area nor six feet in height. 

2) Such signs shall be allowed on a temporary basis for a period not to exceed two 

years. However, the Zoning Administrator shall have authority to grant 

authorizations to continue such a sign for a reasonable period beyond the two 

years, providing that a substantial number of lots, buildings, or units remain 

vacant.  

3) The Zoning Administrator shall have the authority to require a sign to be kept in 

good repair for any sign that exceeds the two year period. 

 Nonresidential uses permitted in the district such as hospitals, churches, and schools: 

1) Shall be allowed one sign, not exceeding 32 square feet in area nor six feet in 

height. 

2) In addition, such uses shall be allowed one nonilluminated sign not to exceed 50 

square feet and mounted flat against the wall of the principal building. 

18.8 Commercial (C), Industrial (I), and Mixed Use Overlay Districts 

 Ground signs:  

1) Ground signs shall not be more than eight feet in height. Such signs may be 

multifaced but shall not exceed 60 square feet in surface display area per face.  
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 Freestanding signs: 

1) A business center shall be permitted one on-premises freestanding sign, which 

may be directly or indirectly illuminated. Such sign shall not exceed 30 feet in 

height.  A maximum of 20 square feet per business unit in the center is permitted 

up to a sign maximum of 100 square feet. 

2) One on-premises freestanding sign, directly or indirectly illuminated, shall be 

permitted for each zoning lot, and the sign shall have a maximum area of 20 square 

feet and a maximum height of 30 feet. 

3) The aggregate size of both signs cannot exceed the maximum area of 20 square feet 

per business unit. 

 Two on-premises signs may be permitted on a corner lot that has at least 200 feet of 

frontage on each of two thoroughfares, provided that only one sign is oriented toward each 

thoroughfare. 

 For each lot having a frontage of 300 feet or more, one additional free-standing sign shall be 

permitted provided that such signs are at least 200 feet apart.  

 Wall signs: 

1) Each use shall be permitted one wall sign on each building facade with road 

frontage. 

2) The sign shall be limited to an area equal to not more than  25 percent of the area of 

the wall of the establishment upon which the sign is placed.  

 Electronic message signs may be utilized on any permitted ground sign, freestanding sign, 

or wall sign subject to the following: 

1) All electronic message signs shall have automatic dimming controls, either by 

photocell (hardwired) or software settings adjustable to ambient light. 

2) Blinking or flashing of the electronic display area is prohibited. 

3) Electronic message signs shall be equipped with a default mechanism that displays 

a static message or shuts the display area off if a malfunction occurs. 

 Temporary signs are permitted to be mounted on the insides of glass storefront windows. 

  One sandwich sign or portable sign per store front subject to the following restrictions:  

1) No sandwich sign or portable sign shall be placed in a manner that would impair 

sight distance for the safe operation of a vehicle.  

2) The sandwich sign or portable sign must be placed directly on the ground, and 

may not be placed on a bench, chair, platform, vehicle, trailer or other device to 

raise the height of the sign.  
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3) The sandwich sign or portable sign must be associated with and in front of the 

establishment using the sign.  

4) Total sign face area for the sandwich sign cannot exceed 16 square feet per side.  

5) Total sign face area for the portable sign cannot exceed 32 square feet per side. 

6) The sandwich sign must be removed from the front of the store front when the 

business is closed.  

 Automobile service stations shall be permitted one additional accessory sign per gasoline 

pump, affixed to each pump and not more than two square feet in area.  

18.9 Sign Measurements 

 Sign Area 

1. For a wall sign which is framed or outlined, the area 
shall include the entire portion within the frame or 
outline. 

 
2. For a wall sign composed of individual letters, 

figures, or elements mounted on a wall or similar 
surface, the area shall be the area of the smallest 
geometric figure, or the sum of the combination of 
regular geometric figures, which form or 
approximate the perimeter of all sign elements in the 
display. 
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3. For a ground or freestanding sign, the sign area shall 
include the frame, if any, but shall not include the 
pole or other structural support unless the pole or 
structural support is internally illuminated or 
otherwise designed to be a display device. 

 

4. When two identical sign faces are placed back to 
back so that both faces cannot be viewed from any 
point at the same time, and are part of the same sign 
structure, the sign area shall be computed as the 
measurement of one of the two faces.  
The area of all other multiple-sided signs shall be 
computed as fifty percent of the sum of the area of all 
faces of the sign. 

 

 Freestanding Sign Height 

1. Height is measured from the base of the sign or 
supportive structure at its point of attachment to the 
ground to the highest point of the sign. 

 

2. A freestanding sign on an earth mound or other base 
that has the effect of raising the grade shall be 
measured from the grade of the nearest paved road. 

 

3. Where a freestanding sign is mounted along a road 
that has a higher grade level as compared to the 
grade level directly below the freestanding sign, then 
height shall be measured from the road grade to the 
highest point of the sign. 
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 Shapes 

1. The area of a circle or sphere is calculated by multiplying 
the square of the radius (r) by 3.1416. Radius is the 
distance from the center to the outer edge. 

 

Area = 3.1416 * r2 

2. The area of a square, rectangle, or parallelogram (four-
sided figures with two pair of parallel sides) is calculated 
by multiplying the length (L) by the width (W). 

 
Area = L * W 

3. The area of a triangle (three-sided figure) is calculated by 
multiplying one-half of the base (b) times the height (h). 

 
Area = 1/2b * h 

4. The area of a trapezoid (four-sided figure with only one 
pair of parallel sides) is calculated by multiplying the 
altitude (a) by the sum of its bases (b+c) and taking one-
half of that product. 

 
Area = ½ a(b+c) 

18.10 Administration and Enforcement 

 Except for exempted signs or other signs identified in Section 18 as not requiring a permit, 

it shall be unlawful for any person to erect, re-erect, alter, or relocate any sign unless a Sign 

Permit has been obtained from the Zoning Administrator. The Zoning Administrator will 

review the Sign Permit for conformance to zoning ordinance standards. 

 All permitted signs and related supports shall be kept in compliance with the plans and 

specifications filed and approved for issuance of the Sign Permit and shall be kept and 

maintained in good repair, and in a functional , legible, and safe condition. Compliance 

review by the Zoning Administrator will be conducted. 

 Should any sign be found improperly constructed, or not in accordance with the 

requirements of this ordinance, the owner shall be required to make the sign safe, secure, 

and otherwise in compliance with the requirements of this ordinance within 30 calendar 

days of notice from the Township. 
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 An abandoned and/or un-maintained sign shall be removed from a property within 15 

calendar days of a notice given by the Zoning Administrator.  In the case of non-

compliance with the notice, the Township reserves the right to contract for the removal and 

cleanup of the sign and to assess the costs to the property. 

 If the Township determines an existing sign is unsafe and an immediate hazard to health or 

safety, the sign shall be removed or repaired at the owner’s expense within 48 hours of 

notification from the Township to the owner. 

 These enforcement provisions are in addition to those authorized in Section 17.5 of this 

Ordinance 
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