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CHOCOLAY TOWNSHIP
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
MINUTES OF APRIL 26, 2001

Meeting called to order by Chair Robert Pecotte at 7:30 p.m. in the meeting room of the
Township Hall.

Members present: Lois Sherbinow, Robert Pecotte, Bill Sanders, Michele Wietek, and
Carol Hicks. Also present, Mark Maki Zoning Administrator.

PUBLIC COMMENT: NONE

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: Motion was made by Bill Sanders and seconded
by Lois Sherbinow to approve the minutes of February 22, 2001 as submitted. Motion
passed Aye 5, Nay 0.

NEW BUSINESS:
A, Vanance 2002-2 Brad LaPine, 600 Brookfield, Requesting a variance from Sec 300
(F) to aliow a 28 x 50 garage, which exceeds the perimeter of the principal dwelling.

-Mark Maki reported that the proposed project meets all other requirements such as lot
setbacks, height etc. but, the existing house is 900-1,000 square feet and the garage is to
be 1400 square feet. He could build two garages and it would be ok. The lineal footage
of the house is 128 where as the garage is to be 156 L.F. The lot is zoned R-2 allowing
mobile homes.

-ZBA members questioned aspects of the variance and what the owner had in mind for
the use of the structure.

-Public notice had been properly given.

-Dick Arnold, CO. RD. 545 spoke indicating that this garage would be unsightly and not
representative of a residential area.

-Motion was made by Bill Sanders and seconded by Lois Sherbionw to approve variance
2001-2 for Brad LaPine, 600 Brookfield allowing a secondary accessory building to have
a Jarger perimeter that the house due to the unique small size of the existing house. The
house being built before 1976 and in a R-2 zoned district. Motion passed Aye 5, Nay 0.

B. Request for interpretation on attached structures (ie. hreezeway, underground tunnels,
efc.)

-Mark Maki briefed the ZBA on the request and presented the ordinance language
pertaining to this question. A discussion continued.

-Marcia Thieme, M-28 East, spoke and gave a definition from the Dictionary of
Architecture of an “attached” building. Basically, it was when roof connects between the
two structures. .

-Paul Uiman, Architect, representing Paul and Marcia Thieme, spoke and indicated that a
research of the definition varies and that if any physical connection can be made it should
be deemed as attached.

-A motion was made by Carol Hicks to table any action on this definition / interpretation
and requesting that the Zoning Administrator research comparable ordinances from
swrrounding areas and return to the ZBA with a proposed language for discussion and
consideration. The motion was seconded by Bill Sanders. Motion passed Aye 5, Nay 0.
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