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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CHOLOLAY
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
MINUTES: 6-24-93

The Zoning Board of Appeals of the Charter Township of
Chocolay was called to order by Chairperson Robert Pecotte at
7:30 p.m., June 24, 1993 in the meeting room of the township
hall.

Zoning Board of Appeals members present were Sam Oslund,
Robert Pecotte, Carol Hicks, and Bill Sanders. Staff member
Mark Maki was also present. Absent Mike Summers.

Public Comment: None

Approval of the May 27, 1993 Meeting Minutes. A motion was
made by Sam Oslund and seconded by Bill Sanders to approve the
minutes of May 27, 1993 as submitted. Motion passed 4-0.

New Business:

A, Variance #93-6 - Billy Merritt, 355 County Road 480
Marquette, MI 49855.

Request for variance from Section 300 B to permit a detached
garage with a total of 1056 square feet to be located 20 feet
to a rear lot line in R-1. Existing garage is 672 square feet
in area (Addition is 392 square feet).

Mark Maki reported that the existing garage was built in 1986
under a variance for 20 foot rear set back due to the existing
location of his house which is setback further than most
dwellings on Co. Rd. 480. The original ordinance allowed 20
ft. from the rear lot line if the structure was under 720 sq.
ft. The ordinance has been recommended for change due to our
14 ft. height rule. The planning commission is still looking
at 1it. Mr. Merritt could build another detached garage as
long as it met the 14 ft. height rule but his desire is to add
a third stall to the existing garage. The size with the
addition will be 1056 sq. ft. and the structure will be 16 ft.
from the side lot line and 20 ft. from the rear.

No written correspondence was received.

Several board members questioned and discussed with Mr.
Merritt the alternative choices that he has with reference to
the appearance and placement of the garage.

A motion was made by Bill Sanders and seconded by Sam Oslund
to approve variance 93-6 allowing the 20 foot rear lot line
setback and placement of the garage addition onto the existing
garage. Motion passed 4-0.

Information Correspondence Received: None

Public Comment: None

Adjournment at 8:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:
Carol Hicks, Secretary
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CHOCOLAY
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
MINUTES: 8-26-93

The Zoning Board of Appeals of the Charter Township of
Chocolay was called to order by Chairperson Robert Pecotte at
7:37 p.m., August 26, 1993 in the meeting room of the Township
hall,.

Zoning Board of Appeals members present were Sam Oslund,
Robert Pecotte, Carol Hicks, and Bill Sanders. Staff member
Mark Maki was also present. Absent was Mike Summers.

Public Comment: None

Approval of the July 22, 1993 Meeting Minutes. A motion was
made by Sam Oslund and seconded by Bill Sanders to approve the
minutes of July 22, 1993 as submitted. Motion passed Aye 4,
Nay O.

New Business:

A, Public Hearing
Class A Request #23
Patrick Dudley
2413 M-28 East
Marquette, MI 49855

Request for Class A designation and expansion of an existing
dwelling at 2413 M-28 East.

Mark Maki reported that no written correspondence has been
received from either the published ad nor the immediate
neighbors. A written letter from Rod and Holly Aldrich who
sold Mr. and Mrs. Dudley the property was received. The
background is that the property was developed prior to the
1962 ordinance and that there are many encroachments along the
Westerly lot lines. Many properties were originally camps and
are now residential homes. The ordinance requires setback
distances thus the request for a Class A designation of non
conforming which states that it can not be enlarged without
ZBA approval. The ZBA would have to take a two part action.
First, a motion to grant a Class A designation. Secondly, a
variance for the requested expansion.

Bob Pecotte questioned the owners as to how far does the
present dwelling encroach over the property line. Answer
approximately two feet at the front end and the back of the
cabin is on their property.

Sam Oslund asked Mark Maki if there were other parcels in that
area with similar problems. Mark Maki indicated that there
were indeed many lots with miss aligned lot 1lines and
encroachments.

Carol Hicks questioned that if the house were expanded what
would be the setback distances of the addition primarily the
100 ft. setback from the lake. Mark Maki indicated that they
were ok with the setback distance.

Mr. Dudley spoke and indicated that the property is a single
family residence and with the expansion it will remain as a
single family residence.

Sam Oslund made a motion that a Class A status be granted due
to the uniqueness that the building existed prior to the
ordinance, that other properties have similar situations
within that area and a written agreement has been reached with
the immediate neighbor. Seconded by Carol Hicks. Motion
passed. Aye 4, Nay O

Bill Sanders made a motion that permission be granted for the
expansion of the present structure as long as all conditions



comply with the requirements of +the zoning ordinance.
Seconded by Sam Oslund. Motion passed. Aye 4, Nay O

B. Variance #93-7 (Continuation)
Steve Blondeau
5087 US 41 South - Harvey
Marquette, MI 49855

Request for variance from Section 513 Parking Lot Planting

Mark Maki reported and gave the background on the request.
The number of buildings and the required number of parking
stalls initiates this = request. When the parking lot
requirements exceed 50 stalls the Plantings are required as
per Section 513. Mr. Maki indicated that the plantings are
not always an island désign but can be along the edge or
rerimeter. Reference was given to the ZBA action in 1979 for
Jack’'s IGA store, the Armory and various churches. Mark
Maki’s concern is that presently there is ‘no proposal nor
building permit for another building and that Mr. Blondeau has
submitted a plan showing that the ordinance can be met.

ZBA members raised questions for Mark Maki on the background
of the project.

Steve Blondeau spoke and presented a drawing of -the proposed
site plan indicating what buffers and green areas would be
present around the perimeter of the buildings and parking lot.

Bill Sanders spoke in reference to the unique geometry of the
site and praised the general layout of the design but wishes
to reserve green areas. He felt that both objectives could be
met and with some alterations Mr. Blondeau could have a
trouble free parking layout and green planting areas that meet
the requirements of Section 513 of the ordinance.

Bill Sanders made a motion to deny the variance request
because no particular hardship was presented to show that
compliance to Section 513 can not be met. Motion seconded by
Bob Pecotte. Aye 2, Nay 2. Motion neither passes nor is
denied.

C: Home Occupation #93-2
Mary Jane Lynch
271 Riverside Road
Marquette, MI 49855

Requests - Margquette Munchies Caramel Corn at 271 Riverside
Road.

Mark Maki reported that no written correspondence was received
and that the only question he had about the operation was as
to whether or not the Marquette County Health Department had
any Jjurisdiction in the matter.

Mary Jane Lynch spoke and indicated that she must get licensed
from the State of Michigan through the U.S. Dept. of
Agriculture. e

Deliveries of supplies would be 4-5 times a year by UPS. No
additional employees nor customers would be coming to her
home.

Carol Hicks made a motion to approve Home Occupation 93-2
under the usual conditions of three year duration and pending
receipt of any written complaints. Seconded by Bob Pecotte.
Motion passed. Aye 4, Nay O

D. Variance #93-10
Eileen Urbaniak
235 Orchard Lane
Skandia, MI 49885
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Requests a variance from Section 403 waterfront setback to
allow a swimming pool 80’ setback to waters edge.

Mark Maki reported that no written correspondence was received
in response to the ad and neighboring notifications.
Originally an above ground pool as installed and later removed
and the inground pool was installed at the same location.
When the electrical permit was requested it was found that the
setback of 100’ would be required from the water’s edge and
with the pool already built a variance would be required after
the fact. Mr. Maki felt that three factors should be met: (1)
Some sort of assurance would be necessary from either the
County Health Department or the DNR that the close proximity
of the pool +to O’Neil Creek would not cause either
contamination nor erosion when the pool is drained and

maintained. (2) That it is not a visual obstruction across
a clear line of sight and that no additional structures would
be built such as a fence, sauna etc. (3) The green buffer

zone would be maintained as per the ordinance along the water
course,

Sam Oslund questioned Mark Maki as to what is meant by no
obstructions of visual sight. Answer- basically additional
structures such as enclosed fences, sauna’s etc.

Bill Sanders spoke indicating his support to Mark Maki’s
recommendations but stated that if in fact the owner had to
pull up and remove 20’ of the pool so be it and that such a
hardship should not have any bearing on our decision.

Sam Oslund made a motion to approve the variance request for
a 20 ft. setback with the following conditions: (1) The
County Health Dept or the DNR would have to give an assurance
of no erosion or drainage problems. (2) No visual obstructions
can be made by any additional structures for the line of sight
across the below ground pool area. (3) The green buffer area
must be maintained as per the ordinance. Seconded by Carol
Hicks. Motion passed. Aye 4, Nay 0

E. Variance #93-11
Bryan Buck
421 County Road 480
Marquette, MI 49855

Setback variance for an addition in RR-2 district.
Mark Maki reported that no written correspondence was
received. The request is to construct a second story screened

in porch over the existing flat roof garage.

Bill Sanders asked if the height standard would be met. Mark
Maki indicated that this is an attached garage and that the

.second story would be ok.

Becky Buck spoke and indicated that the flat roof garage
leaked and that the solution was to construct a pitched roof
that is raised with a screened in area over the existing
garage.

Bill . Sanders made a motion to approve Variance 93-11.
Seconded by Sam Oslund. Motion passed Aye 4, Nay 0.

F. Home Occupation #93-3
Sara Menzel
146 Lakewood Lane
Marquette, MI 49855

Central Office Service (Electronic Medical Billing)
Mark Maki reported that no written correspondence was received

and that this business was a clean quiet business and that he
has no problem with her request.
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VII.

Carol Hicks asked it there would be any additional traffic at
the home site due to deliveries or customers coming to your
home and how much area of the house was to be used for the

business. Mr. Menzel indicated that there would be no
deliveries other that UPS every 4 months and that no clients
would be coming to her home. The space that she would be

using would be approximately 50 square feet.

Sam Oslund made a motion to approve Home Occupation 93-3 under
the usual. conditions of three year period and upon receipt of

any written complaints. Seconded by Bill Sanders. Motion

prassed. Aye 4, Nay O.

G. Home Occupation #93-4
Mark Maki
3027 M-28 East
Marquette, MI 49855

Land Consultation and Appraisal Office at 3027 M-28 East.

Mark Maki reported that no written correspondence was
received. (After his report Mr. Maki took a set in the public
sector as a township citizen).

Mark Maki spoke and indicated that he plans to practice land
consultation and appraisal services. He 1is licensed as an
land appraiser and under the new national requirements after
the S&L failures realtors can no longer conduct bank
appraisals and these must be done by licensed individuals. He
will not conduct appraisals within Chocolay Township but will
be providing his services to other districts. There will be
no additional traffic at home and no clients will visit his
hone. He will be using minimal office space with his home
computer.

Carol Hicks made a motion to approve Home Occupation 93-4 with
the usual conditions of three years and upon receipt of any
written complaints. Seconded by Bill Sanders. Motion passed.
Aye 4, Nay 0.

Information Correspondence Received: No Correspondence.

Sam Oslund made a motion that the Township refund the variance
fee to Gary and Cindy Shaffer from July 93 in that they
withdrew their variance request. Seconded by Bob Pecotte.
Motion passed. Aye 4, Nay 0.

Public Comment:

Mike Schwemin, 225 Orchard Lane spoke and indicated that he
supports the green area concept for parking lots as in the
ordinance.

Adjournment at 8:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:

Carol Hicks, Secretpzy
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